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Video games: 
Friend or foe? 

As Sony and Microsoft get set 
for battle, we look at the 
changing face of gaming 


A remarkable childhood 


Toasting the 


an Neame on life with the 
r’s most famous surname 


Our food and drink 
awards prove a big hit 


Three big reasons to buy a 
new car at Sherlodge Garage 


£69mONTH 


0%APR 

representative 


with up to 

3 YEARS' FREE 
SERVICING 


0% APR applies to the whole SKODA range 


□ Sherlodge Garage 

26 Hoath Lane, 

Wigmore, Gillingham, 

Kent ME8 OSW 


0843 320 1667 

www.kentskoda.co.uk 


t0% APR representative Solutions offer available on selected new SKODA models with deposits from 0-30%, subject to underwriting. *£69 example based on Citigo Hatch 10 MPI SE 3dr, 0TR price £8,780: 36-month Solutions agreement, 10,000 miles per 
annum with a customer deposit of £2,426,28, 35 monthly payments of £69, followed by an optional final purchase payment of £3,938.72 - total amount to be financed £6,353.72. Deposit shown may be higher than the minimum; a lower deposit will result 
in increased monthly payments, Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned. Excess mileage charged at 4.4p per mile. For finance, terms and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Over 18s in mainland UK only. Excludes 
Channel Islands, SKODA Finance, Freepost, SKODA Finance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them, Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may 
be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to availability on orders placed before 31 December 2013. **Free servicing up to 3 years or 30,000 miles (whichever comes first) when 
purchased with SKODA Solutions. tModel exclusions apply. Models shown vary from UK specification. 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA range: Urban 21,7 (13.0) to 68,9 (4,1), Extra Urban 40.4 (7.0) to 94,2 (3.0), Combined 30.4 (9.3) to 83,1 (3,4), C0 2 emissions for 
the SKODA range 217 to 88g/km, Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results 


SKODA 















The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Born to success or 
simply to live in 
another’s shadow? 


BEING born into a well-known 
family must, invariably, bring plenty 
of perks. Not least the fact the 
chances you will be raised in a family 
where wealth and privilege exists. 

Yet while it’s easy to feel little 
sympathy for those born with the 
proverbial silver spoon in their 
mouths, it is worth sparing a 
thought for the weight of expectation 
they must carry on their shoulders; 
how all they achieve and earn will 
always be compared to their 
ancestors - whether near or far. 

Their upbringings too will 
ensure they are raised 
differently to the rest of us. 

Just read the article in 
today’s edition about 
Anthony Russell. He was 
born into wealth and power 
and spent his childhood with 
his grandmother - who just so 
happened to be Lady Baillie, 
the last private owner of 
Leeds Castle. He 
recalls a remark¬ 
able childhood 
where the 


historic site was his own private 
playground, amid lavish parties 
which attracted politicians, royalty 
and film stars. 

Jonathan Neame, our main profile 
subject this week, has certainly had 
a head-start in life, as part of the 
family behind brewing firm Shep¬ 
herd Neame. After ten years as chief 
executive, he reflects on what it was 
like growing up with such a famous 
name in our county and how family 
relations can sometimes cause 
sparks to fly in the boardroom. 

And while we’re talking about 
one of the major food and drink 
providers, we have to pay 
tribute to everyone involved 
in the inaugural Kent Life/ 
Kent on Sunday Food & 
Drink Awards which took 
place in Maidstone on 
Thursday night. It was a 
fantastic event everyone 
seemed to enjoy. 

Full results 
are inside. 

Enjoy your 
weekend. 
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GLAZING 

AS STANDARD! I 


To introduce Brit elite's Triple Glazing as 
standard we are offering 40% off our list price! 

A superb opportunity for you to enjoy all the 
benefits of our A+9 energy efficient triple glazed 
windows as standard! 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
LOW IRON GLASS 


TRIPLE 

TRIPLE 

TRIPLE 


ARGON GAS CAVITY 


SUPER SOFTCOAT 
LOWE GLASS 


A RGON GAS CAVITY 


Thermal Energy rating of A i-9 as opposed 
to out double glazing which is A+2 


SVPERSOFTCOAT 
LOWE GLASS 


WARMEOGE 

SPACERSAR 


10 point locking system with 
deadbolt Security 

£1,000 Anti intrusion Cover Guarantee 


THERMAL 

REINFORCING 


32cib sound reduction means (hat triple 
glaring will make your home noticeably 
quieter. Perfect for homes near to 
trainlines, busy roads and airports 


Showrooms throughout the 


See website (or lull addresses 


South East 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www . windows, co.uk 


I At inquirer! to m^trS EHrilihSlaidjiidi 
* uli H-.L prUr* 
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Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


De Haan academy dealt 
blow as principal quits 



ON REPORT: Marlowe Academy will now run in partnership with the Folkestone Academy 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 


AN ACADEMY bankrolled by 
multi-millionaire Roger De Haan 
and once ranked among the worst 
performing schools in the country, 
has lost another principal. 

Cassie Ellins, who only joined the 
Marlowe Academy in Ramsgate at 
the start of the 2012/13 academic 
year, quit this week citing personal 
reasons. 

Mrs Ellins had been recruited 
after her work transforming one of 
the worst secondary schools in the 
country, in Southampton, into an 
over-subscribed school with 
outstanding Ofsted reports. 

Under her leadership, the 
Ramsgate school has shown 
improvements from previous failings 
and emerged from special measures 
at the end of the last academic year. 

But now the academy - funded by 
the former Saga boss - has been 
forced to appoint a new principal. 

The academy will now be led by 
executive principal Sean Heslop. 

He has been head of the Folkestone 
Academy since 2009. He will have 
responsibility for both schools. 

Mr Heslop will be supported by 
vice principal of the Folkestone 


school, Emma Newman, and 
existing senior leadership staff. 

Mr De Haan, chair of governors 
of the Marlowe, thanked the 
departing Ms Ellins for her 
“valuable contribution”. 

He said: “She took over at a 
challenging time, and her inter¬ 
vention has helped establish sound 
foundations on which Sean Heslop 
and his team can now build. 

“We believe that harnessing the 
resources of the Folkestone and 
Marlowe academies in this 


arrangement will help strengthen 
both schools, and lead to better 
opportunities for our students. 

“The academies already share 
many of the same governors, who 
have been recruited based on their 
experience, commitment, expertise 
and passion to bring about positive 
change.” 

The £30 million Marlowe 
Academy has a chequered past. 

It replaced the Ramsgate School 
which closed in 2003, becoming 
Kent’s first academy in 2005. 


But in 2010, with just 14 per 
cent of pupils gaining five A*-C 
grades including English and 
maths, it was ranked as third worst 
in the country. 

In 2012, Ofsted put the school 
into special measures with 
inspectors stating it was “inad¬ 
equate” in most areas and had 
“unacceptably low standards”. It 
has improved, however, with 27 
per cent gaining five A*-C grades, 
including English and maths in the 
2013 results. 


Tributes paid to victim of 
Folkestone car park murder 


Parents urged to warn 
children of stranger 
danger after incidents 


PARENTS are being urged to be 
extra vigilant after a spate of 
incidents this week which saw one 
young girl urged to get into a 
stranger’s car and another followed 
home from school. 

In another incident, a woman 
reported a man opening the rear 
door of her car, where her one-year- 
old daughter was sitting, after she 
pulled up at traffic lights. 

Police say it is unclear if any of the 
incidents are related. 

Parents in Hawkinge, near 
Folkestone, are being urged to make 
sure their children are not alone 
when they walk to and from school 
after a 10-year-old girl was followed 
by a man on Wednesday after 
leaving Hawkinge Primary School. 
She only managed to lose him after 
approaching a friend of her mother’s. 

The suspect is described as white, 
aged 35 to 40, and wearing a 
waist-length grey coat and dark blue 
jeans. 

The second incident happened 
between 3.30pm and 4pm the same 


afternoon when a man reportedly 
opened the rear door of a car that 
had stopped at traffic lights in 
Canterbury Road, Hawkinge. 

The female driver saw a man wear¬ 
ing a dark jacket with fur around the 
hood and dark jeans standing by the 
opened door. She shouted at him and 
drove off. 

The one-year-old girl sitting in the 
rear passenger seat was unharmed. 

Inspector Mark Smith said: “At 
present, it is not clear if these 
incidents are related. Our advice is 
for parents to make arrangements 
for their children to be accompanied 
on the way to and from school. 

“It is always worth reminding our 
children never to go anywhere with 
a stranger and keep to well-lit areas 
where people can see them.” 

Both followed an incident in 
Greatstone on Monday, when a man 
with a distinctive snake tattoo on his 
arm drove up beside a nine-year-old 
girl from New Romney in Dunes 
Road and told her to get in his car. 
She refused and ran off. 


SON and daughter of Folkestone 
murder victim Tim Clayton have 
paid an emotional tribute to the 
father who “would always go out 
of his way to help others”. 

Mr Clayton, 45, was found with 
serious head injuries in a car 
park behind Europe House in 
Pound Way at 8.35am last 
Saturday. He was taken to a 
London hospital, but died. 

His son Jake, 21, and daughter 


A 2 9-year-old from Tunbridge 
Wells has been jailed for almost 
a year after assaulting two police 
officers. 

John Leigh, of Salomons Road, 
was arrested on October 12 in 
Monson Road, in the town centre, 
by police dealing with a report of 
an assault. A member of the 
public had been found injured. 

But while Leigh was being 
taken into custody, two officers 


Jessica, 22, paid tribute after 
setting up a memorial of flowers 
at the top of Folkestone’s Road of 
Remembrance. 

They said: “Dad was always 
smiling. We all knew he had his 
demons but despite what was 
going on in his life, he would 
always go out of his way to help 
other people.” 

Brian Sharp, 54, of Manor Road, 
has been charged with his murder. 


were seriously injured. 

Leigh appeared before 
Sevenoaks magistrates on 
Tuesday where he was handed 
two sentences of 180 days each 
for causing actual bodily harm. 

He received a further 6 0-day 
term for an assault by battery on 
another man, to run concurrently 
with the other sentences. 

He had pleaded guilty to all 
three charges. 
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Warning after stables targeted by criminals 



HORSE owners are being warned to take extra care of 
equipment following a spate of thefts in west Kent. 

Officers are investigating half a dozen incidents in 
Maidstone and the surrounding areas where horse 
blankets, collars or saddles were taken from barns or 
animals’ backs from November 2-6. 

Among the incidents was the theft of five saddles 
worth more than £1,000 stolen overnight between 


November 2 and 3 in The Brucks in Wateringbury. 

The following night two winter blankets worth £300 
went missing from horses in Pilgrims Way, Harriet- 
sham. 

And overnight from November 5-6, three saddles 
worth £4,000, plus a £3,800 tractor and a £7,000 
generator, were stolen from Childsbridge Lane in 
Kemsing, near Sevenoaks. 


Former bank manager 
is jailed after luxury life 
funded by £2m scam 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A FORMER bank manager and her 
half-brother this week started 
lengthy jail terms for their part in a 
£2million bogus investment scheme 
which even saw them dupe their 
own friends and family. 

Caryn Bates, 41, ofCowden, Eden- 
bridge, and Matthew Sullivan, 53, 
from Dymchurch, pleaded guilty to 
the investment fraud at an earlier 
hearing at Maidstone Crown Court. 

Investigations found the pair used 
Bates’ experience from her career as 
a bank manager to convince their 
victims to part with their money. 

The duo used their knowledge of 
the stock markets and industry 
background to dupe investors into 
ploughing money into the bogus 
scheme, called World Trading, 
which began in March 2006 and 
carried on until October 2010. 

Many used their life savings to get 
into the project, which Bates and 
Sullivan promised them would de- 



GUILTY: 41-year-old Caryn Bates 

liver a guaranteed return of between 
two and five per cent per month. 

Nearly 40 victims were identified 
in the police investigation, many of 
them from Kent as well as up to 10 in 
Spain. 


While some of the money was 
used to give the promised monthly 
returns to other investors to keep up 
the fagade that the scheme was 
working, the majority of the cash 
was used to fund Sullivan’s gam¬ 
bling interests and to maintain his 
and Bates’ lifestyle. 

Sullivan and Bates fobbed off dis¬ 
gruntled investors with excuses 
about the length of time to release 
money from offshore accounts but in 
2011 upset clients reports the fraud 
to police. 

On Thursday, Sullivan was sen¬ 
tenced to seven years in prison, 
while Bates was ordered to serve a 
five years and six months sentence. 

Detective Constable Mark Agnew 
said: “Sullivan and Bates conned 
their family and friends out of mil¬ 
lions of pounds. 

“Their clients trusted them to in¬ 
vest their money wisely and legally 
with the promise of solid returns on 
their capital. What they didn’t real¬ 
ise, until it was too late, was Sulli¬ 
van and Bates used the cash to fund 
their lifestyle.” 



POPPIES: Crook stole collection tin 

Poppy Appeal 
box stolen in 
cruel crime 


A HEARTLESS thief smashed their way 
in to a Salvation Army hall in Margate 
this week and stole a Poppy Appeal box 
stuffed with cash. 

Staff were left shocked when they 
discovered the break in at their premises 
in Union Crescent. 

Salvation Army organising secretary, 
Ruth Kilian, said they were alerted to 
the raid on Tuesday morning. A laptop 
was also stolen along with other 
personal items. 

She said: “The thieves disarmed the 
alarm system before ransacking an 
office, breaking glass doors and stealing 
the items. If anyone has any informa¬ 
tion which may lead to the solving of 
this crime, it would be very helpful.” 

Jan Penfold, discovered the theft. 

She told us: “I have no idea how much 
money was in the Poppy Appeal box, but 
I imagine it was a decent amount. 

People in this town are very generous. 

“Isn’t it sad that people have got to 
resort to doing something like this? 

“I would imagine this was someone 
who was desperate rather than a 
professional criminal. 

“I think the sad thing here is that we 
are here to help people. That is our job 
- that is what we do. 

“When people come to us in need we 
do our very best to help them.” 



TODAY: Dull and damp, with patchy ligjhr 
rain or drizzle Gentle winds. Max temp 
7-10C (45-50F). TONIGHT: Cloudy with 
rain or drizzle. Min temp 5-8C (41-46F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover iq.29 6.6 22.54 6.6 


Margate 1129 
St Mary’s 04.07 

4.7 23.57 4.7 

5.5.16.25 5"5 

WEEK AHEAD 

djS Monday 

Max 10C 

Min 2C 

O Tuesday 

Max 16C 

Min -1C 

Wednesday 

Max 7C 

Min 1C 

c Thursday 

Max 7C 

Min 2C 

< Friday 

Max 7C 

Min 3C 

CSs 1 Saturday 

Max 7C 

Min 3C 



MP's joy as wife gives 
birth to second son 

CONSERVATIVE MP Mark Reckless is adjusting 
to life as a father-of-two after his wife gave birth to 
their second child this week. 

The high-flying politician, who represents 
Rochester and Strood and is, by many, tipped for 
higher office, revealed wife Catriona had given 
birth to Toby Edward at 12.34pm on Monday - No¬ 
vember 11. 

Mr Reckless said he was “proud” and that his 
family’s new addition was doing well. 

The politician, who was elected to Westminster 
in May 2010, said: “Toby weighed in at eight 
pounds five ounces and both mother and baby 
are doing well. Thank you for all the kind wishes.” 

He is their second son and little brother to 
Jamie. 

Just the previous week, Mr Reckless was among 
15 MPs jointly named Parliamentarians of the Year 
by Spectator magazine for standing up against 
threats to curb freedom of the press. 

He was joined by Chatham MP Tracey Crouch. 


Husband charged in 
Broadstairs murder 

THE family of Anne-Marie Birch, killed at her 
home in Broadstairs last week, have paid an 
emotional tribute. 

The 47-year-old was found with severe injuries 
at Whiteness Road just after 1.30pm last Thursday, 
November 7. 

Emergency services battled to save her life, but 
she was pronounced dead at the scene. 

In a joint statement, her family said: “Anne- 
Marie was a much-loved and devoted mother, 
daughter, sister, aunt and friend. 

“Her sudden death has been a devastating 
shock to us all and we ask for respect in allowing 
us our time and space to grieve over our loss. 

“For those who ever knew or met Anne-Marie 
would know how she was the kindest, sweetest 
human being and will be sadly missed by us all.” 

Officers investigating Anne-Marie’s death have 
arrested and charged her husband, Lee Birch, 55, 
of Lymington Road, Westgate, with murder. He 
has been remanded in custody. 


Honorary degrees 
for famous faces 

FORMER BBC Tomorrow’s World presenter Kate 
Bellingham and Charlotte Green, the first woman 
to announce the classified football results on the 
BBC, will both receive honorary degrees next 
week from the University of Kent. 

The institution is no stranger to Ms Green - she 
studied there in her youth, collecting a first class 
degree in English and American literature. 

She will receive her award at Canterbury 
Cathedral on Friday. 

In addition to Tomorrow’s World, Mrs Belling¬ 
ham has hosted weekly science magazine The 
Acid Test on BBC Radio 5 and co-presented ITV 
programme Big Bang. She will receive her award 
at Rochester Cathedral on Wednesday. 

They will be joined by Admiral the Lord Boyce, 
Lord Warden and Admiral of the Cinque Ports, 
and the Venerable Sheila Watson, Archdeacon of 
Canterbury. 

They will both collect their degrees during 
ceremonies in Canterbury. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Elderly people to get 
help to survive winter 


KENT Community Foundation will 
start its drive to help old and 
vulnerable people stay warm with 
the launch of its Surviving Winter 
fundraising campaign. 

Charity chiefs will ask people 
who don’t need their government- 
funded winter fuel payment to 
donate it to the fund. 

The money will then go to those 


struggling to pay their heating bills 
in the form of hardship grants, 
through charities and community 
groups. 

Statistics revealed in January by 
KCF, which helps raise funds for 
local causes, showed one elderly 
person in Kent dies every two hours 
during the winter months as a 
direct result of the cold. 



KCF chief executive Carol Lynch 
said: “There’s so much pressure on 
household budgets that people are 
struggling to pay their fuel bills.” 

Last year, Surviving Winter, now 
in its third year, raised £34,000. 


Police hit the road to give 
advice on staying safe 


KENT Police’s new contact 
points are taking to the road 
next week to provide crime 
prevention advice to house¬ 
holds across the county. 

From Wednesday to Sunday, 
officers will be basing them¬ 
selves and contact points at key 
locations in districts including 
Shepway, Thanet, Ashford, 
Maidstone and Tonbridge. 


PCSOs will be handing out 
free crime prevention items. 
Divisional commander for west 
Kent, Chief Superintendent 
Steve Corbishley, said: “We 
really want to make life as 
difficult as possible for burglars 
- and all criminals - and crime 
prevention products like this 
help with that.” 

Visit http://bit.ly/19n8gv7 


also 


Epic Shaghai cycle ride 

A FORMER pupil of Northbourne Park 
School in Deal will pass through the county 
on Thursday - after cycling from Shanghai. 

It will form part of the final stretch of Oli 
Goulden’s epic journey which is in aid of 
Operation Smile, a charity raising money 
to help children born with a cleft lip. 


Flood risk discussions 

COUNTY Hall chiefs will discuss the 
potential level of threat that an east coast 
tidal surge could pose to communities, 
infrastructure and the economy 
Talks will form part of the Kent Flood 
Risk Management Committee meeting on 
Monday 


Literary festival events 

AWARD-winning author of We Need to 
Talk About Kevin, Lionel Shriver, is among 
the many to be holding discussions as part 
of the celebrated Folkestone Book Festival. 

The event runs until next Sunday with a 
host of literary workshops and talks by 
writers. See http://bit.ly/laGo24B 


Explore county archives 

RESIDENTS will be encouraged to find out 
more about the stories and people which 
shaped their local communities as part of 
the national Explore Your Archive cam¬ 
paign. Archives are on show at Maidstone’s 
Kent History and Library Centre next 
Thursday between 4.30-7pm. 



Celebrate Christmas 

I 

■ Y with a new kitchen 

from County 


Turn cooking into a joy this 
Christmas with a new kitchen 
from County, designed to suit 
your lifestyle and incorporating 
all the latest gadgets to make 
cooking a real pleasure. 

Whether you prefer an ultra- 
sleek contemporary style or 
something a little more 
traditional your new kitchen wil 
enhance your home. 


And for total peace of mind we 
undertake all the installation 
work including plumbing, electrics 
and tiling. 

For a free no-obligation survey 
and quotation call 


Download our FREE guide book: 

‘The top ten key questions to ask when buying a kitchen’ 
Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/kitchenguide 
AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 


www.thecountygroup.co.uk 


Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms 
Studies - Windows • Doors 
Conservatories • Orangeries • Extensions 


Showrooms in Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, Haywards 
Heath and Hailsham. 
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Natural Stone Paving, Patio, 
Driveway and Landscaping Products 

• Internal flooring available 

• Supply to both the private and commercial markets 

• Professional advice 

• Huge selection of procucts in stock 

• Nationwide delivery service 

• Laying service available 


Raj Sandstone 


Tel: 01227 713832 


enquiries@ukstoneimports.com 


follow us on 


i 
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Mint Fossil Sandstone 


While stocks last 


Kandla Grey/Sandstone 
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Jonathan 
Neame just 
following 
in family’s 
footsteps 

It is a name synonymous with Kent and 
perhaps its most famous; so just what is it 
like to be a Neame and head of the family 
business? Chris Britcher finds out... 


I F THERE is one thing to learn 
from an hour in the company 
of Jonathan Neame, it is that 
it’s probably not worth the risk 
of ever playing him at cards. 
Which is a shame, because 
as we sit in the boardroom of Shep¬ 
herd Neame, with its long, decision¬ 
making table, draped in heavy 
green cloth, you could certainly 
imagine it being a very fine 
venue for such an activity. 

Plus, he’s certainly not short 
of a bob or two, with his fami¬ 
ly’s fortune estimated north of 
£40 million. 

Yet Mr Neame, chief execu¬ 
tive of the family-run Faver- 
sham beer brand and brew¬ 
ery, has a poker face which 
must test even his nearest 
and dearest when it comes 
to reading quite what he is 
thinking. 

As we sit and chat, try¬ 
ing to read his expression 
as we discuss everything 
from high-profile family 
spats which generated 
such excitable national 
headlines, to the influ¬ 
ence of his father and 
the string of chal¬ 
lenges the firm has 
faced in recent years, 
his expression gives 
little away. 

Not that he’s un¬ 
friendly, far from 
it; he is a polished 
performer when 
it comes to 
meeting and 
greeting the 
public, and 
has an al¬ 
most regal 
air to him. 


And attempts to gently - and, ulti¬ 
mately, blatantly - lever up his busi¬ 
ness fagade to reveal the man behind 
the very public face meets with only 
very modest success. 

But then, perhaps I should have 
expected no more; decorum is very 
much in the blood. 

We are, after all, perched in a room 
which oozes history from all corners. 

The administrative headquarters 
of Shepherd Neame are as grand as 
you would expect from a company 
which relies so heavily on its rich 
heritage as a key marketing tool. 

Behind the big wooden doors of the 
reception area is a spiralling iron- 
wrought staircase next to which 
visitors sit on leather-stamped sofas 
and cast an eye over historic posters 
and photographs. 

Stroll towards the boardroom and 
you enter the very hub of business 
activity for a firm which has been 
based in the town since 1698 - and is 
currently examining roots which 
may stretch back yet further. 

The wood-panelled room is ringed 
with framed paintings and photo¬ 
graphs of the Neame family members 
who have run the company in years 
gone by - a painting of Bobby Neame, 
Jonathan’s father and predecesor as 
chief executive who stood down in 
2003, hangs near the foot of the ta¬ 
ble; a silent, but very visible presence. 

“My father is no longer a director 
here,” Mr Neame explains, “but is still 
president. 

“My father and I always got on ex¬ 
tremely well together and still do. 

“He’s a very good and very success¬ 
ful businessman, with a deep under¬ 
standing and passion for the busi¬ 
ness. I still bounce ideas off him today 
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and find that extremely constructive 
and helpful.” 

A long, framed, family tree hangs 
in the far corner (“most on the top 
row are now dead” Mr Neame quips), 
but it underlines the extent his family 
are involved in the business both now 
and in the past. 

Did he feel, therefore, an obligation 
to follow in his ancestors’ footsteps? 

“I never felt oppressive pressure to 
come into the business,” he says. 

“I wanted to come into the business 
because it seemed a great firm. But I 
only came here when I was 27. 

“I was like any school or university 
leaver; I didn’t know what to do. I 
wanted to try other things to under¬ 
stand whether the path would take 
me down that route. 

“I think the pressure was if you 
wanted to join the firm, you had to 
prove you had something to add. 

“The message was ‘so go away and 
make yourself useful and if you have 
something to add we’ll consider it’. 

“But I never felt it was a dead cer¬ 
tainty that I would join.” 

H is background is certainly 
a privileged one. He attend¬ 
ed Harrow School before 
moving on to Cambridge 
and then completing his legal train¬ 
ing, emerging as a barrister. 

He then spent time working with 
the strategic management consul¬ 
tancy firm, the COBA Group. 

“I think that was really helpful to 
understand what motivates me and 
my own strengths and weaknesses,” 
he says, “so when I came into the 
business I felt it was an appropriate 
time. But that’s true of anyone join¬ 
ing a family business. It is a difficult 
decision.” 

He eventually joined the family fold 
in 1991, and, as technical director, 
secured a place on the board shortly 
afterwards. By 2003 he took over 
from his father as chief executive. 

Married to Lucie, they have a 
daughter, Violette, 12, and live just 
outside Faversham. 

Mr Neame is also chairman of the 
British Beer and Pub Association and 
a non-executive director of the St 
Austell Brewery Co Ltd. 

His role amid the county’s heirar- 
chy is further cemented as a trustee of 
the Leeds Castle Foundation and his 
role as Deputy Lieutenant of Kent. 
When it comes to the establishment, 
Mr Neame is the living embodiment. 

Mr Neame admits the weight of his 
surname “can be good, and bad”, yet 
is no more prevalent than in the cor¬ 
ridors of power of the brewery firm. 

Ten family members, at the last 
count, are actively involved. 

And like any family, even one 
which is perhaps more synonomous 
with the county than any other, it 
has had its ups and rather public 
downs. 

With the fifth generation of Neames 
now in charge, the mood turned a lit¬ 
tle icy in 2004, when then-vice¬ 
chairman Stuart Neame - Jonathan’s 
cousin - went very public in calling 
for Bobby Neame to step down claim¬ 
ing that, at 70, he was too hold to lead 
the firm. 

He also fired some shots over adver¬ 
tising spend and finished it off by tak¬ 
ing the company to an industrial tri¬ 
bunal claiming constructive dismissal 
- a case he subsequently lost. 

Even last year he continued to 
snipe from the sidelines at Jonathan’s 


management and the firm’s strategy. 

It is probably fair to say they avoid 
each other at family parties. 

“I don’t want to get into the person¬ 
al side of it,” says Jonathan Neame. 

“Any shareholder is entitled to put 
any view they want and that’s their 
right. We are a family business, but 
have external shareholders. 

“The family is a broad church and 
we feel it’s important to keep every¬ 
one informed - I don’t expect every¬ 
one to agree - but all the board can 
say is this is our strategy and this is 
how we performed.” 

The company’s core strategy con¬ 
tinues to revolve around the pub and 
brewery trade. 

Today, it owns some 350 pubs and 
hotels across Kent and the south east 
while its beers - spearheaded by Spit¬ 
fire - continue to provide both the 
core offering in those outlets, as well 
as selling well in grocery stores. 

“The greatest change,” says Mr 
Neame, who turns 50 next year, “has 
been in the last four to five years. 

“My father and I have very similar 
views on the basic framework - that 
Shepherd Neame is an integrated 
brewer and pub business, with a 
strong focus on Kent. 

“Since 2007-08 there have been a 
combination of challenges we’ve faced. 

“First there was the smoking ban, 
which changed the customer base. 
The there was the recession and a 
banking crisis so no-one was offering 
money to invest. That put big pres¬ 
sure on consumer expenditure that 
has resulted in great pressure on 
small pubs and shops - many of 
which have closed. 

“But it has also presented opportu¬ 
nities; food, accommodation, making 
pubs more family focused than a 
male dominated environment, and, 
on the beer side, great opportunities 
on grocery trade and in the export 
markets. 

“So our strategic shift in the last 
few years has seen a lot more invest¬ 
ment upgrading our pubs and hotels. 

“A lot of our competitors were over¬ 
leveraged [when the level of debt is so 
great there is no scope for any drop in 
profits] going into the downturn so 
had to sell off some properties. 

“It meant we had a once-in-a-life- 
time chance to cherry-pick some sites 
and to sell some which didn’t fit our 
portfolio. 

“We’ve sold about 51 in the last five 
years and acquired 26. But compare 
those we acquired to those we sold 
and it’s chalk and cheese.” 

Those now in the Shepherd Neame 
stable include the likes of the Fayre- 
ness Hotel, overlooking Kingsgate 
Bay in Broadstairs and the Beau Nash 
pub and adjacent Royal Wells Hotel in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Reflecting the national trend, food- 
dominated venues and hotels are 
leading the way in turning a profit. 

Overall, in the latest financial fig- 

k k It also presented 
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a male dominated 
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Jonathan Neame, on how the 

recession shaped his business 



Mm 


10 Week ending November 17, 2013 


KMI 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 



























A TOAST: Kent CCC’s chief 
executive Jamie Clifford with 
Jonathan Neame at the naming 
ceremony of the HQ for Kent 
County Cricket Club as the 
Spitfire Ground, in Canterbury 


Brewing empire was 
built on fertile ground 


ures for the end of June 2013, both 
turnover (£134.9 million) and profits 
(£12.lm before tax) remained static. 
Given the market conditions, it was 
considered something of a triumph. 

Mr Neame explained: “In the context 
of that year, it was pretty good. Many 
of our competitors saw a downturn. 
A big factor was the weather in those 
12 months, which was pretty awful. 

“Contrast that with a good summer 
and in the first 10 weeks from July, we 
were 10 per cent up.” 

Faversham’s place in history and 
significance in the county was built 
on a number of factors over the years 
- and a significant one was its role in 
the brewing industry. 

Opposite Shepherd Neame’s Court 
Street offices is the former site of 
George Beer & Rigden which, over the 
20th century morphed into Fremlins 
and then Whitbread, before finally 
closing in 1990. 

T oday, Shepherd Neame em¬ 
ploys some 300 staff locally 
and occupies a prime six 
and a half-acre site in the 
town centre. 

Visitors - and around 20,000 a 
year flock just to the brewer’s visitor 
centre - cannot ignore the industry. 

Parking close to the brewery build¬ 
ings and the aroma of hops is almost 
overpowering while the chimney 
stacks remind everyone of an indus¬ 
try in a county which has, like the na¬ 
tion, become service-led rather than 
manufacturing. 

“It’s a big part of the town,” ac¬ 
knowledges Mr Neame, “and we feel 
very passionate about it. 

“Faversham developed because of 
brewing. The fields around it grew 
the East Kent Golding hop which is so 
ideal for beer, the water was drawn 
here, and there was a thriving fruit 
industry. 

“But the town is changing. It’s be¬ 
coming more affluent, more of a tour¬ 
ist destination. It’s not a sense of obli¬ 
gation our commitment, but a sense 
of combined opportunity. 

“The town can see Shepherd 
Neame is a strong asset and we see 
Faversham with its history as a 
strong asset to us. So we work closely 
with Visit Kent and other tourism 
agencies to mutually tell the story.” 

Does he feel any urge to sculpt its 
future in the manner former Saga 
boss Roger de Haan has in Folkestone 
- where his millions have helped reju- 


kk You need your 
private life. I have a big 
family I spend a lot of 
time with. I’m energetic 
and need to keep fit -1 
love taking long walks 
on a windswept day ff 


Jonathan Neame, on unwinding 
from demands of Shepherd Neame 

venate parts of the town? 

“We engage on the evolution of 
Faversham as everyone does,” he 
says, “but we feel no need to dominate 
the discussion.” 

Earlier this year the firm switched 
its distribution and warehousing 
business to the firm Kuehne + Nagel 
on a 10-year deal which, it claims, 
saved the business some £2m a year. 

It came at a cost though. While 50 
staff were transferred with the busi¬ 
ness, there were a number made re¬ 
dundant. 

Mr Neame insists it was a painful 
decision. 

He says: “From a people point of 
view, that was a very difficult deci¬ 
sion albeit the right one for the busi¬ 
ness. We spent a long time debating 
that and did not come to that decision 
lightly.” 

While other brewers consolidate 
and are increasingly dominated by a 
dwindling number of nationwide 
brands, it is perhaps a surprise Shep¬ 
herd Neame remains as it does. 

Surely, I ask, it would prove an at¬ 
tractive proposition to a big player 
wanting to acquire a brand which 
dominates the county and brings 
with it an enormous slice of history 
and, as a consequence, an attractive 
ingredient to a potentially global 
marketing mix. 

“Have we been approached about a 
buyout? No,” Mr Neame insists. “Are 
we open to it? No. 

“This is a long-term business - 
there’s huge commitment to remain 
an independent family business. 
There’s huge commitment to this site, 
to the town. It’s just not a conversa¬ 
tion we have.” 

All of which will come as good 
news to the landlords of pubs across 


the county. Although that may not 
have always been the case. 

Amid Shepherd Neame’s self-con¬ 
gratulatory back-slapping there has 
been, in the past, a rising wall of 
whispers emanating from those run¬ 
ning the pubs at the sometimes tough 
taskmasters the brewery could be. 

“We’ve heard anecdotal stuff like 
that too,” admits Mr Neame, “but 
we’ve changed a lot in the last few 
years and will continue to change as 
the market is changing extremely fast. 

“We know licensees need more 
support, a better environment, a wid¬ 
er product portfolio, more training, 
and more marketing support. 

“We have put a lot into our tenant¬ 
ed estate. And we do a lot of independ¬ 
ent surveys into our licensees and we 
are on a rising curve of satisfaction. 

“What we notice now is the number 
of applicants is double in 2008 and 
number of vacancies is half.” 

o what, I ask, would people 
say of his management-style 
across the company? 

“I’d hope they would say,” he 
says, claiming to have never consid¬ 
ered the way his staff view him, “that 
I’m very hands on, which is what I 
want to be. Obviously, that is a plus or 
a minus depending if you want my 
hands on. 

“But I believe I’m very committed, 
passionate and very enthusiastic. 

“You need your private life and ex¬ 
ternal stimulus. I have a couple of non¬ 
executive positions and a big family I 
spend a lot of time with. I’m quite ener¬ 
getic and need to keep fit and I love tak¬ 
ing long walks on a windswept day.” 

His firm’s naming rights deal with 
Kent County Cricket Club’s St Law¬ 
rence Ground is one which clearly 
tickles him - he is, it admits, a huge 
cricket fan. 

So what of the future? 

“I feel more enthused about the 
business today and its future pros¬ 
pects than I have done for quite a long 
time,” he says. 

“At times in the last few years, it 
has felt quite dark. But now there’s a 
real sense of optimism.” 

And in terms of keeping the line go¬ 
ing - would he encourage his daugh¬ 
ter to follow in his footsteps? 

“I would, like any parent, encour¬ 
age her to do what she’s good at and 
what she wants to do. 

“If she felt enthusiastic and had 
something to add, I’d encourage it.” 


IT IS fair to say Faversham is 
rather entrenched in a deep 
history of hops and brewing. 

And it was from this fertile 
ground the origins of Shepherd 
Neame would first emerge. 

It began life in 1698, when a 
former mayor of Faversham, 
Captain Richard Marsh, founded 
a brewery over a well in Court 
Street - where Shepherd Neame 
stands today. 

Thirty years later it was passed 
into the hands of Samuel Shep¬ 
herd who would lend it his name. 

It wasn’t until 1864-the 150th 
anniversary of which will be next 
year - that the Neame family 
became involved. 

Hop farmer Percy Neame was 
just 28 when he became a 
partner in the firm and his name 
added to the title. Shepherd 
Neame & Company was born. 

Twelve years later, the last of 
the Shepherds died and the 
Neames became its sole owners. 

Explains Jonathan Neame:' ‘It is 
unique to have such an old 


BEER production has changed 
dramatically over recent 
decades, with a glance at the ale 
shelf of any major supermarket 
clearly demonstrating the vast 
variety of those now widely 
available. 

But Jonathan Neame insists it 
has invigorated, not swamped, 
the market. 

“There was a great boom in the 
creation of breweries between 
1850 to 1900, some 6,447 in total,” 
he refelects. “Of those, there are 
probably about 40 still going. 

“I’m guessing half are still on 
their original site and they are the 
traditional family breweries, like 
Fuller’s. As for the others, the 
companies are still going, but 
they changed their brewey. 

“Now you have a new genera¬ 
tion of brewers - so-called 
microbreweries. In the last 10 
years about 1,000 have opened. 
They don’t have heritage of the 
site, but they produce very good 


production site still on its original 
town centre site. 

‘ 'I don’t think people realise how 
important this is for the cultural 
and social life for Faversham, but 
also how a business has survived 
and evolved. 

“The company began its 
marketing in 1698, but the origins 
of production go back to the early 
part of the 16th century. 

“We are researching that at the 
moment with our archivists so this 
could be the oldest continuous 
manufacturing site in the country, 
using the same source of water. 

“So it is enormously important 
not just for the brewery and 
Faversham, but on a wider basis. 

“It is fascinating. However, we 
are now a modern contemporary 
business and so we can’t be 
sentimental about it. 

“People won’t buy beer from us 
just because they like the history; 
we’re not a working museum, 
we’re a modern commercial 
business that has been entrepre¬ 
neurial and dynamic.” 


beers and are an important 
dynamic in the market. They are 
healthy competition - a range of 
styles and to a certain extent new 
brewing techniques - pushing 
the parameters of flavour. 

“Around 15 years ago, the 
feeling was the taste profile of 
beer was quite narrow, quite 
bland. I defy anyone to say that 
now. The spectrum of beer 
flavour is immense. 

“This is a global phenomenon. 
I’ve just got back from the US 
and Canada and the craft beer 
movement there is well en¬ 
trenched. Also, it’s growing in 
places like Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa. 

“Domestically, we are very 
small on a national scale when it 
comes to market share - less than 
one per cent of the overall market 
- but we are quite big in Kent, so 
we are very much a craft brewer 
in our heart, our mindset and our 
perception.” 



304 

Tenanted or 

leased pubs 


Shepherd Neame 
in numbers... 

Source: Shepherd Neame 
financial report 2012-13 


46 £1.4 m 


Managed 

pubs or hotels 

350 

Total pubs 

operated 


Investment in Marine Hotel, 
Tankerton (biggest single 
investment in 2012/13) 

£134.9 m 

Total revenues for 2012/13 


£7.1m 

Statutory profit 
before tax 2012/13 

2.7% 

Increase in Spitfire 
sales in 2012/13 

501 

Total number of 
hotel rooms across 
portfolio 


Rise of microbrewers 
should be savoured 
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CATCH OF THE DAY: The 101b Siberian sturgeon, which produces mouth-watering caviar, was caught off Greenhithe pier and is believed to be only the second netted in the UK in recent years 


Angler’s tale of 
the unexpected 
mystery catch 

Chris Murphy reports on a quiet day’s fishing which ended 
with the netting of a rare caviar-producing sturgeon, the first 
to be caught in Kent waters... but where did it come from? 



A N ANGLER got a surprise 
when he became the first 
person on record to hook 
a large caviar-producing 
sturgeon from Kent waters. 
The 101b Siberian sturgeon was 
caught at Greenhithe pier and is only 
the second to be landed in the UK in 
recent years. 

Its caviar is highly prized by con¬ 
noisseurs for its taste and small two- 
ounce pots can sell for in excess of 
£100 each from specialist providers. 

It is unclear where the fish came 
from as the species is not native to 
English waters. 

Recreational fisherman Peter John¬ 
son, from Basildon, said he was 
amazed at what he managed to catch 
as he fished off the pier with friend 
Dave Wright. 

He told KoS: “We have caught plen¬ 
ty of fish from the pier - but never a 
sturgeon. I was using lugworm as 
bait and had only caught a few tiny 
whitebait that day. 

“Then the line went heavy and I 
thought it had become snagged on 
something. As I was watching the 
line, Dave saw the fish break surface 
and we knew then it was going to be 
something special. 

“Because this is a protected species 
we had to return it gently to the water, 
but some old ruling says we should 
have offered it to the Queen first.” 

He joked: “But she was not around 
-1 may send her a letter to apologise.” 

But it may be that Mr Johnson was 
not the first Kent angler to lock horns 
with the creature. 

He said: “There are unconfirmed 
reports an angler caught a sturgeon 
recently at Erith, but the line snapped 
before he got it to shore.” 

“It was only by chance that we end¬ 
ed up in Greenhithe that day. We 
were going to fish in Essex, but the 
weather forecast was for strong 
winds so we opted for somewhere 
with a bit more shelter.” 

Identification was carried out by 
experts at the National Research 
Institute of Science and Technology 
for Environment and Agriculture 
(Irstea) at Bordeaux and the Leibniz 
Institute for Freshwater Ecology and 
Inland Fisheries in Berlin. 

But Mr Johnson said: “Dave had al¬ 
ready looked it up in a book so we 
were pretty sure we had a Siberian.” 

Where it came from remains a mys¬ 
tery, however, as sturgeon are no 
longer native to UK waters. 

Theories range from a French ex- 
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Peter Johnson, on the protocol 
associated with catching sturgeon 


periment to a pet getting too big to 
handle and released into the wild. 

The Institute of Fisheries Manage¬ 
ment (IFM) said the Siberian stur¬ 
geon was around lOlbs and was the 
type that produces the highly sought- 
after caviar - or fish eggs. 

The IFM said it follows another 
sturgeon caught more than 200 
miles away near Pembroke Dock in 
south Wales this August. 

That was the first reported in Brit¬ 
ain since 2004, when a monster 
specimen measuring more than eight 


The highlight is the Siberian 
sturgeon’s caviar’s flavour, which 
is revered for it’s soft, buttery, 
lightly salted taste that smoothly 
melts in your mouth. 

In the wild this species (acipens- 
er baerii) is found throughout the 
Siberian region and its countless 
rivers including the Lena, 

Indirka, Ob and Irtysh. 

■ The Siberian sturgeon usually 
matures within eight years, 
averaging more than lOOlbs and 
five foot in length. 

■ For a more economical alterna¬ 
tive to Ossetra caviar, Siberian 
sturgeon caviar is an excellent 
choice. 

foot long was snagged by a trawler, 
also in south Wales. 

Steve Colclough, chairman of the 
IFM’s marine specialist section, said 
the fish could possibly be one lost 
from cages in the Gironde river in 
France some years ago during a cavi¬ 
ar farming experiment. 

But Mr Colclough thought it was 
more likely the fish had orginated 
from the UK pet trade. 

He said: “These exotic species are 
imported and this may show some 
are now in the wild.” 


He said a yellow tag would mean it 
was probably from the Gironde river 
experiment in France where they are 
now being bred and released. 

Mr Johnson said his fish was not 
tagged. 

Mr Colclough pointed out the 
French-released fish would normally 
stay in the Gironde until they were 
about 10 years old when they might 
migrate to the open sea. If they came 
to the UK they would likely be caught 
in estuaries and still be juvenile fish. 

Normally the species would live 50 
or 60 years and grow up to three me¬ 
tres long. 

Marine ecology expert at Hadlow 
College, Nick Pierpoint, said: “My 
concern is keeping an eye on num¬ 
bers. If there are many more out there 
- and that would be the inference - 
then we may need studies carried out 
to ensure they do not create environ¬ 
mental problems in the future. 

“Any non-native species can cause 
problems, but it really is down to 
numbers, so I would urge anglers and 
trawler fishermen to ensure they re¬ 
port any they do catch so we can keep 
an eye on things.” 

Andy Horton, who runs the British 
Marine Life Study Society, said: “This 
is a puzzle. I would think it has been 
released as it is a foreign species. 

“I feel sure this is a vagrant fish ar¬ 
riving here; it’s not down to global 
warming - if that was the case there 
would be many of them. 

“If it was British that would be ex¬ 
citing as it would mean they are not 
extinct at all and could be returning.” 

Another expert, Alan Knight, 
wrote on the society’s website: “The 
sturgeon has been a royal fish since 
the time of Edward II. The last time 
one was eaten at Buckingham Palace 
was, according to my 1976 edition of 
the Book of the British Countryside, 
in 1969, and in that same year the 
Queen gave a live one to an aquarium 
and a dead one to an orphanage.” 

There are rules to follow if a British 
angler catches one. 

They need to tell the local Inshore 
Fisheries and Conservation Authori¬ 
ty or Cefas (the Centre for Environ¬ 
ment, Science and Aquaculture Sci¬ 
ence) at Lowestoft on 01502 562 244 
after first taking a photo and meas¬ 
urements, checking for any tag and 
returning the fish alive to the water. 

Any KoS readers who believe they 
have caught a sturgeon in the county 
can also contact Steve Colclough at 
srcifm@gmail.com or 01634 327899. 
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13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322 290 525 www.supaglazing.com £ 
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Westmoor Farm, Moor Street, 
Rainham, KentME8 8QF 

01634 263322 
sales@kitcFienculturekent.com 
www.kitchienculturekent.com 


FREE CUSTOMER PARKING 


OVER 200 
KITCHEN 
RANGES 


OPEN 10-4 

7 DAYS inc SUNDAYS 


PLUMBING | ELECTRICS | BUILDING | FLOORING 


FREE WORKTOPS 
ON ALL FULL 
KITCHENS 

ASK FOR DETAILS 


ALL KITCHENS MADE 
IN ENGLAND 

ALSO ANY MAKE OF APPLIANCE 


SO WHY WAIT, YOUR NEW KITCHEN STARTS RIGHT HERE 

CALL IN TODAY AND SEE WHAT KITCHEN CULTURE 
CAN DO FOR YOU 


/ R 

I '■$, 
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Marijke Cox reports on the latest plan to build an 

Is space-age 
‘Boris Island’ 
ready to take 
off where all 


others 


L IKE a persistent fly, albeit a signifi¬ 
cantly bigger one, the contentious 
Thames Estuary airport plan refuses 
to go away... no matter how many 
times it’s swatted. 

Those determined to see the ambitious project 
succeed seem undeterred by almost complete op¬ 
position from local authorities and local people. 

On the other hand, those opposed will do all 
they can to deride and so shelve the idea of a hub 
airport in what they claim is a unique environ¬ 
mental location. 

And so the battle continues to rage. 

This week, ambitious plans for the London 
Britannia Airport were officially unveiled at the 
House of Lords. 

Although unveiled may be a little too strong 
- the same concept was outlined last year and, 
critics say, a similiar scheme more than 10 
years ago. This time, though, it was done with a 
little more razzamatazz. 

Boasting six runways, the latest plans - with 
perhaps the most futuristic designs yet, looking 
more like a giant starship than international 
airport - would be built on reclaimed land in the 
estuary. 

It would be located off the coast between 
Sheerness and Whitstable and operate around 
the clock. 

Those behind the scheme say it could be built 
in as little as seven years, costing £47.3 billion. 

It would mean the closure of Heathrow, 
which employs some 76,000 people, and in its 
place would be a new city providing 300,000 
new homes and 200,000 jobs. 

The vast bulk of the money needed to fund the 
airport would be derived from the sale of the 
sprawling Heathrow site. 

Quite where this ambitious figure of employ¬ 
ment has been plucked from is unclear, but 
project leaders say it would be a new London 
borough “centred around research and devel¬ 
opment, new industry and a ‘technopolis’”. 

The London Britannia Airport is Mayor of 
London Boris Johnson’s dream plan - the so- 
called ‘Boris Island’ he has always championed. 

The Thames Estuary Research and Develop¬ 
ment Company (Testrad) - the consortium set 
up to lead the project, including the design firm 
Gensler - said the hub would “separate people 
from planes”. 

“It avoids flying over densely populated areas 
of London and the south east, removing com¬ 
pletely the noise contours and impact,” said a 
spokesman. 


failed? 


The people of north Kent may dispute this. 

It would be reached by high-speed rail links 
with direct connections to terminals at St Pan- 
eras, east London, Ebbsfleet and a new site in 
Maidstone. There would also be ferry routes. 

A spokesman said it was a “ready to go ‘blue- 
greenfield site’” which would have low impact on 
nature and population; revitalise the regional 
economy to meet jobs and regeneration targets; 
develop connectivity for existing infrastructure; 
and regenerate historic communities. 

A Testrad spokeswoman told KoS: “It’s impor¬ 
tant to differentiate us from the other airport 
plans. We are the only estuarine scheme. 

“Kent will benefit from significant economic 
regeneration and the site has been selected to 
reduce environmental effects. 

“It has the lowest environmental impacts 
of sites in the Thames Estuary and is already 
partially developed akin to a ‘brownfield’ site.” 

She said there would be no impacts on “high¬ 
ly valuable” coastal conservation sites and 
there were low bird numbers. 

But campaigners argue they have seen it all 
before. 

“It’s nothing new,” said Gill Moore, of Friends 
of the North Kent Marshes. 

“Testrad put forward the same plan in 2002, 
and it went no further.” 

Instead, those pushing for expanding avia¬ 
tion back then moved forward with plans to 
build an airport at Cliffe, a proposal eventually 
thrown out by the-then government. 

“This floating island idea never even made it 
through to that stage and so I don’t know why 
it’s being put forward again,” said Ms Moore. 

“It’s the same as in 2002, just with better 
graphics. They’ve made it look impressive, but it 
is no different. The Mayor of London has no evi¬ 
dence that he can build this. We also know more 
about climate change now so people are more 
aware of the impact of such a development.” 

She admitted the troubling effect it had on 
communities in the north Kent area; constantly 
having to fight against plans for an airport 
which seemingly never go away. 

“It’s terrible for local communities,” said Ms 
Moore. 

“It’s a constant battle and worry they have to 
live with. We’re hoping the Davies Commission 
rules out all forms of Thames Estuary airport in 
the interim report in December.” 
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airport on the Thames Estuary which could in turn see Heathrow developed into a new London borough 
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FROM HERE TO ETERNITY 
Wednesday 15th January 2014 

Don’t miss the world Premiere production of Tim Rice’s magnificent new epic 
musical - From here to Eternity. Adapted from one of the greatest novels of 
the 20th century, this gripping tale of illicit love and army lit! is a breathtaking, 
romantic and excitingly original show that is set to join the front rank of great 
musicals. 

Adult £67.00 / Senior £67.00 / Child £67.00 


Chalkwell 

DayBreaks 


STRICTLY COME DANCING 
Saturday 25th January 2014 

Come and see the celebrities and their professional partners perform show- 
stopping routines which are sure to dazzle you. We arrive at London’s 02 in 
plenty of time for refreshments. 


Adult £70.00 / Senior £70.00 / Child £70.00 


WAR HORSE 

Thursday 13th March 2014 

At the outbreak of World War I, Joey, young Albert’s beloved horse is sold to the cavalry and 
shipped to France. He’s soon caught up in enemy fire and fate takes him on an extraordinary 
odyssey serving on both sides before finding himself alone in no man’s land. But Albert cannot 
forget Joey and still not old enough to enlist, he embarks on a treacherous mission to the 
—|™‘-'."d him and bring him home. Actors, working with astonishing life- ' ' 
lead us on this emotionally-charged journey through history. 

Adult £67.00 / Senior £67.00 / Child £67.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC62’ when you book. 


E2K 


TA 


Yvi 


HARRY POTTER STUDIOS IN THE SNOW 
Saturday 4th January 2014 

At the Harry Potter Studios you will see the sets, props and costumes that 
appeared in the movies. You can wander down the cobbles of Diagon Alley, 
inspect the table settings in the Great Hall at Hogwarts, gaze at the bookshelves 
in Dumbledore's office and peer through the windows of number four Privet 
Drive. An absolute MUST forUarry Potter fans of all ages. 

Adult £55.00 / Senior £54.00 / Child £51.00 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

B53 01634 232048 J 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME 8 7 HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 


Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 





LOCAL FIREPLACE & KB3SR: 

APPLIANCE SHOWROOM WSffli 
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The Davies Commission is an inde¬ 
pendent body set up to examine the 
need for additional airport capacity 
in the UK. Led by economist Sir 
Howard Davies, it is due to release an 
interim report next month and outline 
final recommendations to the Govern¬ 
ment in 2015 - but not until after the 
General Election. 

A shrewd move, some might say, by 
senior politicians hoping to get re¬ 
elected that year. 

The commission has already out¬ 
lined the need for more runways in 
the UK. But how the country will 
achieve that is still up for discussion. 

Sir Howard received almost 50 
proposals for a long-term aviation 
strategy which he is currently whit¬ 
tling down for his interim report. 

A third runway at Heathrow is one 
of the options, but is something Lon¬ 
don Mayor Mr Johnson is against. 

Then there’s a second runway at 
Gat wick. 

While airport chiefs are deter¬ 
mined to expand, communities living 
in west Kent - particularly Seven- 
oaks, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells 
- and Sussex are vehemently op¬ 
posed, arguing air pollution will in¬ 
crease due to road traffic and noise 
pollution from aircraft. 

Stansted is another possibility, in 
fact, dubbed such a credible proposal, 
Mr Johnson has even been seen lean¬ 
ing towards this alternative. But his 
heart lies with the Thames Estuary 
plan - another option being consid¬ 
ered by the aviation commission. 

Should his floating airport come to 
fruition, it would be something of a 
coup for him after consistently being 


ridiculed for such a ‘pie in the sky’ 
idea, not just by campaigners, but 
politicians from his own party. 

Conservative MP for Rochester and 
Strood Mark Reckless has always de¬ 
nounced the idea as ridiculous. 

To add weight to his fight against 
such a plan, Mr Reckless carried out a 
survey giving people the chance to 
say whether or not they wanted a gi¬ 
ant hub airport on their doorstep. 

Some, it could be argued, might see 
the economic benefits of having such 
a development in an area plagued, in 
some wards, with deprivation. Unsur¬ 
prisingly, the vast majority said no. 

Mr Reckless told KoS at the time 
that Mr Johnson risked the credibility 
of his more sensible transport projects 
by proceeding with the estuary plan. 

He said: “Sir Howard Davies came 
to Medway and he was quite sur¬ 
prised by what he found. Boris John¬ 


son suggests this area is just a blank 
sheet of paper, when it’s clearly not.” 

Testrad’s ambitious hub airport de¬ 
sign, which includes an international 
ferry terminal and a domestic ferry 
dock, is one of a list of proposals of a 
similar vein unveiled in recent years. 

This, however, seems the most ambi¬ 
tious, with six runways instead of four, 
as seen in Foster + Partners’ plan - 
the other equally high-profile design. 

Those in opposition argue it would 
cause mass environmental destruction 
in an area with unique biodiversity. 

But Testrad argues that its own de¬ 
velopment would see no birds, indus¬ 
tries or homes to move, environmen¬ 
tal impact minimised due to its 
location out on the estuary, and just 
50 people affected by noise. 

It claims it would “consolidate and 
revitalise” historic Thames Gateway 
communities, be the seed for signifi¬ 


Gas problem 

BRITISH Gas owner Centrica 
has signed a new four-and-a- 
half year deal to bring Quatari 
gas to the UK to be stored at 
the Isle of Grain - which could 
scupper plans for an airport. 

While any hub airport on 
the Hoo peninsula would not 
be built in the next four years, 
if the gas terminal shows its 
usefulness in future energy 
supplies for the UK it could 
lead to plans being revised or 
thrown out. For an airport to 
be built, the terminal would 
need to be demolished in 
order to make room for the 
Foster + Partners design. 


cant consequent development in the 
area, create employment and lead 
to better public transportation, 
homes, schools, research and devel¬ 
opment centres, hospitals and cul¬ 
tural facilities. The impact, positive or 
negative, would be on a huge scale. 

While it can be argued an airport 
in the middle of the estuary would re¬ 
duce environmental impacts more 
than, say, if it was built on the pro¬ 
tected sites around the marshes, 
roads and a likely increase of traffic 
are likely to cancel this out. 

Medway Council, despite being like 
most local authorities in looking to 
find ways of bringing in money, is 
campaigning against an airport. 

Deputy leader Alan Jarrett said: 
“We note the consortium claims its 
plan will avoid the demolition of 
houses, the removal of greenfield 
sites, bird-strikes, the acquisition of 
private land and demolishing indus¬ 
trial infrastructure. 

“They also glibly state - as if of no 
major concern - that Heathrow may 
have to close and their airport, which 
they say will cost nearly £50bn, will 
take only seven years to build. 

“Frankly, their views simply do not 
add up. An airport of this scale would 
need a huge amount of new infra¬ 
structure such as roads and railways, 
which would cost the taxpayer tens of 
billions and cut into the countryside. 

“Many new towns would also be 
needed to house the nearly 100,000 
workers that would run their scheme. 

“In addition, the consortium say it 
wouldn’t be affected by bird-strike. 

“How can that be? 

“There will still be birds there as 
hundreds of thousands fly to the area 
each year, not to mention the prob¬ 
lems with fog.” 
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THE 

WHITE LION 


PUB & ROOMS 



WE ARE NOW OPEN! 

Lots of changes, new bar, new restaurant, new bedrooms, and best of all, we are now open! 

With fresh food and local ales, were perfect for Sunday lunch with 2 courses for £15 or 3 courses for £18, 
birthday celebrations, family events and a decent pint or two, of course. 


LOOKING FOR SOME WARMING FESTIVE CHEER? 

Look no further! Our Christmas menus are perfect, whether visiting with family, colleagues or friends, and were open on Christmas day too! 

For more info please visit www.whiteliontenterden.com 



THE WHITE LION, HIGH STREET, TENTERDEN, KENT, TN30 6RD 

tel oi 580 765 077 EMAiLinfo@whiteliontenterden.com wEBWww.whiteliontenterden.com 
facebook facebook.com/whiteliontenterden twitter @whitelionTN 3 o 
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19-25 Blenheim Close, P^sons Rood Industrial Cstote, Broodstoirs, CT1 0 2VF 
Telephone: 01843 602607 


Lenleps, Roper Rood, Canterbury CT2 7CL 
Telephone: 01227 766655 


www.kentnews.co.uk 
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LENLE/S 


SIEMENS 


SIEMENS 

DEMONSTRATION 


Sunday 15th December 
10.30am - 5.00pm 


Creating beautifu 

kitchens, completely tailored to 

HI M 

meet your 1 Testy 1 

e O budget 

w 


Join us at Umbermaster and enjoy the Christmas 
spirit with a weekend filled with exciting cooking 
demonstrations at our Lenleys showroom in Canterbury. 

Join us for a drink and enjoy some tasty treats freshly cooked for you by 
our Miele and Siemens home economists. They will be cooking up some 
delicious foods for you all to try, answering your questions and showing 
off the latest products and technology. 


This event runs along with Lenleys Christmas 
sale preview weekend on Saturday 14th and 
Sunday 15th December 2013 at: 

In Lenleys, Roper Road Canterbury CT2 7EL 
For more information call us on: 01227 766655 


LENLEYS T 

























































OPEN DAYS: 


November 23 & 24 


Modern Homes 

in beautiful locations 


10.00AM -4.00PM 


Would you like to downsize, release capital and 
be able to make the most of your retirement in 
a stunning home in a beautiful location? 

The Park Life Group with almost 70 years of excellence offers remarkable 
value for money and superb customer service to many people from all 
walks of life who choose to move to a beautiful new detached park home 
with a high-spec interior, that’s a delight to live in and easy to maintain. 


Hedge Barton Park 

Fordcombe, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0SL 


Initially an orchard, hedge Barton Park has 
many lovely landscaped lawns and gardens, 
all set in luscious Kent scenery. This beautiful 
countryside park is wonderfully peaceful, 
while not being too far from the amenities of 
nearby Fordcombe village and larger Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. Surrounded by mature trees 
and countryside, it is one of the prettiest parks 
in the region. 


Come and see for yourself at one of our Open Days 
and go to www.parklifegroup.com for more details. 


A NEW Two Bedroom Omar Middleton Call to view this stunning home TODAY. 



A NEW Two Bedroom Stately-Albion Chatsworth Gold 



Thornlea Park 

Lyminster Road, West Sussex, BN17 7QS 


Clean air, the sea just over the horizon and 
a wonderfully relaxed South Coast pace of 
life all combine to make Thornlea Park an 
excellent place to retire. Only a few miles 
from the seaside, and close to the amenities 
of nearby Wick, the park is superbly located 
in velvet West Sussex countryside. A stylish 
landscape entrance, flint walls and wrought 
iron electric gates enhance the element of a 
safe and secure living. 

Exclusive park homes or 
development plots available 
to design your own home. 

Call us to view TODAY 

Lines open 7 days a week 

01452 69 03 53 

www.parklifegroup.com 
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Is it time for a reality check 
in the video game industry? 

As Microsoft and Sony prepare to unleash their new games consoles, Joe Bill re-examines the impact 
gaming has on young minds, and asks is it a force for good or a platform which warps our children... 


T IS a common misconception 
the video game market is one 
aimed fairly and squarely at 
children. 

Where once the old comic 
characters and blocky graph¬ 
ics certainly courted a youth market, 
today the industry has become a far 
more sophisticated affair. 

And with its heritage in the home 
stretching back to the late 1970s and 
the emergence of such brands as 
Atari and Nintendo, the age groups 
who find comfort in their console has 
stretched far and wide. 

What is more, it has become 
intensely powerful and profitable. 

In 2011, the games industry accel¬ 
erated past video sales for the first 
time with sales of games and hard¬ 
ware, across platforms from dedicat¬ 
ed consoles to handheld devices, now 
exceeding £1.5 billion a year. 

Furthermore, next week two giants 


of the industry are set to launch new 
consoles just in time for the Christ¬ 
mas gaming rush. 

Microsoft will release the Xbox 
One, its follow-up to the hugely suc¬ 
cessful Xbox 360, while rivals Sony 
unveils its new Playstation 4. 

Both boast evermore impressive 
graphics and machines which inte¬ 
grate the internet with your TV and 
gaming needs. These new generation 
consoles are genuine entertainment 
centres, but come with a price tag to 
match; don’t expect much change out 
of £400 for either machine. 

However, do expect them to fly off 
the shelves. The predecessors of both 
have sold well in excess of 70 million 
units each worldwide, and there is no 
reason to believe the latest incarna¬ 
tions will sell any less. 

According to the Entertainment 
Retailers’ Association, the launches 
- which come within days of one 


another - are likely to inject £1.2bn 
into entertainment retailers’ coffers. 

Yet while many teens to 40-some- 
things will be eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of the machines, at the 
heart of many homes continues to be 
a debate over the suitability of the 
games for youngsters. 

While films and their certificates 
have long since ensured children are 
kept out of cinemas showing 15 or 18 
movies, the games industry still finds 
parents assuming games serve up an 
offering suitable for all ages. And this 
despite a similiar age-rating system 
in place. 

The result is parents buy games for 
11-year-olds which carry certificates of 
16 or even 18, without thinking twice. 

Teachers have long been concerned 
over what children are being exposed 
to and raised concerns. 

Two of the most popular game 
franchises are good examples. 


The brutally realistic Call of Duty 
series puts the player in the role of a 
soldier fighting in a host of different 
environments around the world. 
Armed with an arsenal of weapons, 
the object it to kill as many of the en¬ 
emy as possible, without being shot 
yourself. 

Grand Theft Auto is a hugely im¬ 
mersive experience which puts the 
game player in the role of a crook con¬ 
ducting drug deals, dabbling with 
prostitutes and stealing cars. 

Fantastic escapism in fantasty sur¬ 
roundings suitable for adults, many 
will argue; potentially harmful and 
desensitizing to young minds ex¬ 
posed to it, say others. 

Alan Barham is the executive head 
teacher at Sittingbourne Community 
College. 

“There are a lot of dangers for 
youngsters playing too many video 
games, especially when they are 


playing titles beyond their chrono¬ 
logical age,” he said. 

“Some spend a disproportionate 
amount of time on video games. They 
stay up late and are too tired and not 
ready to learn in class the following 
day. 

“There is an addictive nature to 
video games which we are concerned 
about. Research shows playing the 
wrong video games, particularly 
those with a lot of violence, can obvi¬ 
ously impact on the development of 
the brain, particularly on young 
teenage people. 

“That can have a deleterious effect 
on the academic success and progress 
of young people.” 

Just this week, a Harley Street psy¬ 
chotherapist, Steven Noel-Hill, who 
runs a clinic for addicted teenage 
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GAMES ON : More and more youngster are becoming addicted to playing video games such as (from left) Assassin’s Creed, Grand Theft Auto and Fifa 2014 


game players, claimed the problem 
was threatening to grow out of con¬ 
trol and was harder to treat than 
those hooked on the likes of heroine 
and cocaine. 

Video Game Addiction is an organ¬ 
isation set up to tackle the problem 
and part of the ADT Healthcare 
Group. It says the problem can be 
triggered by the alternative reality 
video games provides. 

A spokesman said: “Video games 
and computer games, especially mas¬ 
sive multiplayer online role playing 
games, often allow the player to speak 
and act very differently to their 
normal everyday personalities. 

“Someone who is very shy can be 
talkative and charismatic, or some¬ 
one passive and physically weak 
can become a confident and powerful 
superhero. 

“An ordinary person is suddenly 
able to command armies, race fast 
cars - and crash them explosively - or 
otherwise wreak complete havoc and 
destruction in a make-believe world 
that has no consequences in real life. 

“This can be a very seductive sce¬ 
nario which is why video games are 
such a powerful force in the consum¬ 
er world. But sadly sometimes people 
can lose their real selves in their 
‘gaming persona’ - that’s when real 
lives start to take a turn for the worse, 
and professional help is needed.” 

Philip Karnavas is an experienced 
head teacher, and principal of the 
Canterbury Academy. 

He said: “We live in the 21st centu¬ 
ry, and there is no point in denying 
reality. The issue is not whether chil¬ 
dren play video games; the issue is 


kk Someone who is 
shy can be talkative 
and charismatic, or 
someone passive and 
physically weak can 
become a confident, 
powerful superhero ff 


Spokesman for Video Game 
Addiction, on attraction of games 


what sort of video games they play 
and for how long. 

“It is a very bad thing if they play 
ridiculously gory, horribly porno¬ 
graphic and graphically and gratui¬ 
tously violent video games. 

“I have been in education for a long 
time. When radio first came out, it was 
going to be a source of enlightenment 
or a source of eternal damnation. 

“When television came out, it was 
going to be a source of education, or a 
source of social and moral collapse. 

“When video came out, it was the 
same. So, like all these things, the 
advance of any technology has ad¬ 


vantages and disadvantages.” 

The county’s long coastline and 
numerous seaside resorts have en¬ 
sured the county has long been ex¬ 
posed to the power of the video game. 

From amusement arcades boasting 
the likes of Pac-Man, Space Invaders 
and Asteroids, through to the extrav¬ 
agant machines the size of cars or 
motorbikes, there is a real history of 
the gaming revolution which can be 
charted outside of people’s homes. 

The annual Games Expo East Kent 
(Geek) has looked to capitalise on 
that hisotry in recent years, with its 
retro-focused exhibition pulling in 


thousands from across the south east 
to its show in Margate. 

Kate Kneale is one of its organisers. 
She believes computer games often 
get a bad press because they are an 
easy target; an excuse to blame tech¬ 
nology rather than a shift in society. 

She said: “Why do video games get 
a bad press? One only has to look back 
at history to see a consistent fear and 
scape-goating of new media: rock ‘n’ 
roll, hip hop, gangster rap, grunge, 
heavy metal, explicit books, violent 
movies - to name but a few - have 
each been blamed for similarly cor¬ 
rupting or warping children. 



Tailor made kitchens & bathrooms 
with you in mind 


01622 619875 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 

Clock House Farm Heath Road, 
Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 



Est 1987 


Q)eA'iy,ri Jtiicko- 


PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 




rates apply 


TO GET 10 % OFF 
ANY INSTORE 
PURCHASE: 






in;-- 


text FISH 
to 80012 




Established in 1999, we are now extremely well known for our friendly 
yet professional customer service and advice. We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, cold water and tropical fish to fill your 
aquarium, as well as fish tanks to help yotrgrSw your collection! 


For all your 
• Marine • Trc 


nc neeos: 

• Cdfflwate 1 


• Po ndiy fti 
Jjlflnnuc 
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Also now available 
• Rabbits • Guinea Pigs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 
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BATTLE OF THE CONSOLES 



“Video games are just the most re¬ 
cent in this long line.” 

She added: “Game players are 
skilled, imaginative and collabora¬ 
tive. Game players are used to work¬ 
ing together to overcome challenges. 

“They have good social skills and 
are very respectful of the skills and 
abilities of others. 

“Games can cross traditional barri¬ 
ers - depending on the game being 
played; the PhD student might be 
beaten by the early school leaver; the 
wheelchair user might trounce the 
athlete or visa-versa - it will depend 
on the skills of the player of that par¬ 
ticular game. 

“Games can teach new skills and 


unlock imaginations. I would argue 
that to fail to recognise the potential 
good in games is a shocking waste; 
87 per cent of the population are 
game players.” 

It may sound like a big figure, but it 
is worth remembering how games 
have evolved. They are not just for 
dedicated games consoles, but domi¬ 
nate tablets and smartphones as well. 

No-one, however, is in any doubt 
that tight regulations need to be in 
place as to what games are exposed to 
what age groups. 

The main accepted age-grading - 
displayed on the boxes of games - is 
the PEGI system - short for Pan Euro¬ 
pean Gaming Information. 


a Games can teach 
new skills and unlock 
imaginations. I would 
argue that to fail to 
recognise the potential 
good in games is a 
shocking waste ff 


Kate Kneale, an organiser of 
Games Expo East Kent (Geek) 

Accepted in more than 30 coun¬ 
tries, it has a range of age limits for 
various game: three, seven, 12, 16 
and 18. Retailers cannot sell to those 
younger than the rating, but the 
question is whether parents are suffi¬ 
ciently aware. 

Canterbury Christ Church Univer¬ 
sity’s senior lecturer in new media 
theory, Dr Alan Meades, studied vid¬ 
eo game effects as part of his PhD and 
believes parents should be to blame if 
graphic games are played by ineligi¬ 
ble youngsters. 

He explained: “I believe the issue at 
hand is not that of the content of vid¬ 
eo games - there are games for adults 
with an 18 certificate, and games for 
children with a three-plus certifica¬ 
tion - but that these ratings are not 
applied within the home. 

“Please remember that it is a crime 
to sell a game to an underage custom¬ 
er with a penalty of up to a £20,000 
fine and six months in prison. 

“There is no restriction within the 
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PLAYSTATION 4 

Release date: November 28 
Price: £350 


SONY dominated the video 
game market with its first two 
Playstation machines, 
but in recent years its 
crown has slipped. 

Firstly Nintendo’s 
Wii emerged cheaper and with 
enough cute charm to win it a place in many front rooms. 

Then Microsoft became a serious rival, beating it at its own game. 

All of which means plenty of pressure rides on the shoulders of the 
PS4. It needs to sell well. The chances are it will. 


XBOX ONE 

Release date: November 22 
Price: approx £430 



MICROSOFT is a relative 
newcomer to the video 
game market, having 
dominated the PC world 
while rivals such as 
Sega, Atari, Nintendo 
and Sony battled it 
out for console 
domination. 

But with enor¬ 
mous financial 
backing, and having 
seen Sony’s original Playstation 
machine become a runaway 
success, it unleashed the Xbox in 
2001, followed by the more 
powerful Xbox 360 in 2005. 

Since then, it has kept pace with Sony and there is every suggestion 
its Xbox One machine - which boasts more power, more integration 
and a Blu-ray player - could win the upcoming gaming console battle. 



Refresh 
Your 
Tired Kitchen! 

Transform your tired kitchen in just a few 
days from start to finish just by changing 
the doors and worktops. 

Less hassle, less time, less cost... 

• Huge choice of door styles and colours in any size. 

• Worktops, Appliances, Sinks and Taps to complete your kitchen. 

• Installed quickly and cleanly by our own local professional fitters. 

• We also do Full Kitchens, Bedroom Wardrobes, 

Utility Rooms and Studies. 

• Senior Citizens Discount 


Exciting NEW Showroom 
Opening Soon in Maidstone 

email: ME@dreamdoors.co.uk 

Call Stuart or Lisa NOW for a FREE estimate: 

01622 808942 


After 


efore 




DREAM DOORS 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk _ 
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PHYSICAL FORMAT SHARE OF ENTERTAINMENT 


A record-breaking year as 
digital sales top £lbn mark 


UK DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT SALES (£M) 


quarters of the entertainment 
market, despite falling by 17.6 
per cent compared with 2011. 

The slump in video game 
sales is put down to the age of 
the consoles on the market - 
and seen very much as a lull 
before the rush for the new 
hardware. 

ERA is the trade association 
for entertainment retailers, 
from specialist and independ¬ 
ents, to supermarkets, internet 
and download retailers as well 
as the new generation of 
streaming services. 



2011 

2012 

% change 


2011 

2012 

Music 

333 

383.3 

15.1% 

Music 

68.8% 

62% 

Video 

81.4 

97.9 

20.3% 

Video 

95.4% 

93.9% 

Video games 

512.9 

552.2 

7.7% 

Video games 

73.5% 

65.4% 

Total 

927.4 

1,033.4 

11.4% 

Total 

80.6% 7 

5.5% 



UK ENTERTAINMENT SALES BY VALUE 2012 (£M) 


Music* 

2011 

1,066.4 

2012 

1,007.4 

% change 

-5.5% 

Video** 

1,786 

1,608.2 

-10% 

Video games 

1,933.8 

1,597.8 

-17.4% 

Total 

4,786.2 1 

4,213.4 

-12% 


* Include music video ** Excludes music video 


( 


;* 

<•> 



DIGITAL sales of music, video 
and games exceeded £1 
billion for the first time in 2012, 
according to official year-end 
figures released by the 
Entertainment Retailers 
Association (ERA). 

With a final year-end tally of 
£1.033bn, digital sales of music, 
video and games grew by 11.4 
per cent over 2011, to account 
for a quarter of the combined 
entertainment market. 

Disc sales of CDs, DVDs, 
Blu-ray and videogames still 
account for just over three 
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home that I am aware of, so parents 
are at liberty to let their children play 
what they wish. 

“My issue is that some children 
gain access to inappropriate games 
and that parents are often not in a po¬ 
sition to discuss what they are doing 
or to challenge this. 

“This is why I believe it is essential 
parents are aware of what is appro¬ 
priate for children to engage with and 
that a substantive dialogue is created 
between child and adult to explain, 
to explore, and to respond to any 
confusion.” 

Any attempts at limiting video 
games have long since passed. The 
genie is not just out of the bottle, but 


multiplying at a remarkable rate. 

The trick for many in the education 
system, at least, is harnessing the 
thrill and attraction of video games to 
benefit the learning process. 

Cassie Ellins was, until recently, 
principal of the Marlowe Academy in 
Broadstairs. She believes it is impor¬ 
tant to try and incorporate the mod¬ 
ern world into schools, but also create 
a distinct line between which resourc¬ 
es are acceptable for students and 
which aren’t. 

She said: “Technology has become 
a staple within today’s society; tech¬ 
nology-based commerce, communi¬ 
cation and design have allowed for 
users to become more efficient in 
their daily lives and work. 

“Video games and the use of mobile 
technology have become a dominant 


force in students’ lives; from the use of 
Facebook on mobile phones, to MP3 
players or home consoles and PCs. 

“Although video games and other 
communication sites such as Face- 
book and YouTube were banned in 
the school, we recognised these as a 
medium to harness greater engage¬ 
ment of the students. 

“Educational software and games 
have been implemented in teaching 
- not to discourage traditional hand¬ 
writing - but to serve as a new take 
on revision, learning and education. 
As a school we recognised how much 
of an impact these games have on our 
students.” 

With Sony and Microsoft likely to 
flood every media with advertising 
for their new games’ consoles over 
the coming weeks and months there 


kl My issue is some 
children gain access to 
inappropriate games 
- parents are often not 
in a position to discuss 
what they are doing or 
to challenge this J J 


Dr Alan Meades, Canterbury 
Christ Church University lecturer 

will be little escape from the industry 
this Christmas. 

What is more, it would be wrong to 
simply dismiss video games as a sore 


upon society which has been allowed 
to fester. 

Gaming has evolved dramatically 
in a short space of time. Today friends 
on opposite sides of the world can play 
football on their consoles while chat¬ 
ting to each other over a headpiece. 

And people of all ages find them¬ 
selves engrossed in in-depth strategy 
games which allow them to fufill 
ambitions from managing their fa¬ 
vourite football club to flying a plane 
or even planning a city. 

What is necessary, however, is for 
parents and grandparents to be wise 
to the potential risks of exposing their 
children to material not designed for 
them. Solve that and, to a greater de¬ 
gree, video games may just shrug off 
their reputation as the rude upstarts 
of mainstream entertainment. 





f ) Guardian Homecare 

Passion for independence, Respect for Choice 


A leading provider of quality homecare services 


Guardian Homecare is part of one of the UK’s largest and most successful homecare, personal assistance and individual 

support providers. 

We help people of all ages and abilities to enjoy the benefits of living independently in their own homes and communities. 
Guardian Homecare have gone from strength to strength on the bases of our dedicated, compassionate and friendly care 

workers who are committed to providing support with dignity and respect. 

We’re passionate about understanding your needs and requirements and ensuring we support you in just the way you need 


7 The Courtyard, Campus Way, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONZ I Telephone: 01634 264 611 
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Press views paint wrong picture 

Fed up with Ukip-fuelled criticism, Romanian student Mihai Cocoru believes his compatriots benefit 
the UK, with those in our universities a more representative example than that reported by right-wing press 




IBEL and offence seem to 
have been set as standard in 
the past year within the 
I British right-wing populist 
I media as it goes in search of 
increased readership. 

Without accounting for either the 
evidence behind bombastic value- 
judgements or the increased igno¬ 
rance of readership, Romanian 
students in the UK have felt the need 
to respond to accusations concerning 
the Romanian community in Britain 
in an attempt to set the record 
straight. 

A brief look at the issue from an in¬ 
formed perspective would reveal how 
even the UK Migration Advisory 
Committee has noted, in 2012, that 
educated foreign nationals, such as 
our own, increase the skills capital 
available to companies/organisa¬ 
tions employing them, increasing 
their competitiveness. 

Also, reports such as Push and Pull 
Factors for Romanians and Bulgari¬ 
ans (2012) prove our community 
represents one of the youngest and 
most active here, having an unem¬ 


ployment percentage of only 4.4 per 
cent. 

Adding to this, recent reports 
from both the European Commis¬ 
sion and local academic institutions 
(such as the London School of Eco¬ 
nomics and Political Science) re¬ 
vealed the lack of backing for the 
argument Romanian nationals 
would come to the UK for benefits. 

However, a variety of recent ac¬ 
counts in the press concerning our 
community have been anything 
but informed. 

On the contrary, they have been 
biased and superficial, and with a 
two-fold goal; of gaining disciples 
for Ukip and of increasing the mar¬ 
ket value of the media institutions 
publishing them. 

There is little to defend the prac¬ 
tices of some of the press which 
channels Ukip’s message. 

A recent press petition is just the 
cherry on the top of other contribu¬ 
tions which are calling for main¬ 
taining the restrictions in place for 
Romanians and Bulgarians coming 
to Britain in order to protect the 



British economic system from Ro¬ 
manian gangs of beggars and crim¬ 
inals who cannot wait for January 
1, when work restrictions are lifted 
and their ‘mates’ - the benefits seek¬ 
ers - can freely leave their homes 
where “they live like animals” to 
come and suffocate the British 
economy. 

Well, this simply is not true. 

As a community, we display the 
same zero-tolerance to crime and 
abuse towards our own nationals 
and towards all others. 

We are, however, of the strong 
opinion that the flaws displayed 
by our nationals are in no way dif¬ 


ferent or more widespread than those 
of any other European population 
and, for that matter, of Britain as 
well. 

Nonetheless, we Romanians 
could never conceive to pass 
judgements regarding the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom exclusively by vir¬ 
tue of Britons’ flaws, even if our 
own flaws have been exploited 
immensely by the above-mentioned 
media institutions in the past year. 

The majority of the Romanian 
community here is young, educated 
and bring a direct and beneficial con¬ 
tribution to both the British economy 
and its multiculturalism. 

If an emblematic image is sought, 
then that of our student community 
is the most revealing, not least be¬ 
cause it embodies that of the origins 
of the average Romanian in the UK - 
educated, skilled and socially inte¬ 
grated. 

• Mihai Cocoru is writing on behalf of 
an initiative of the League of Roma¬ 
nian Students Abroad and the Asso¬ 
ciation of Romanian International 
Student Societies in the UK. 


Let the sunshine in 
and keep the weather out 

with the UK’s most stylish timber-alternative window 






SAVE 20% 

°N ALL COUNTY 
PRODUCTS 

brooms, bathrooms"* « rf -^ 

° ms& studies. 

, ^Ware Work, tei „ s 

r quotations, and only aDD ?’ ° r any exist 'ng 

Wm 


Download our FREE guide book: 

“The top ten key questions to ask when buying windows or doors” 
Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/windowguide 
AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 


Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
Orangeries • Kitchens 
Studies • Bedrooms • Extensions 

||ggf|| 


storm* 


Combining rugged, maintenance-free PVCu 
construction with traditional styling details 
such as arris-style joints and smooth sight lines 
means that your home won’t just be snug and 
warm for you and your family, but also 
impressively good-looking. 

The Storm 2 window range from Evolution is a 
masterpiece in combining style and functionality. 
With its A+13 rating it’s the £9. 

t Raima 

most energy efficient 
double-glazed window on 
the market - even more 
efficient than triple glazing. 

And with it’s amazing 
timber effect finish you’d be 
hard pressed to tell the 
difference between Storm 
and a traditional timber window. Why not visit 
one of our showrooms to see for yourself? 
Storm 2 is available with a complete range of 
doors, orangeries and conservatories in a 
complementary style. For a free no-obligation 
survey and quotation call: 

0800 5426102 


Showrooms in 
Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, 
Haywards Heath, 
and Hailsham. 
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THE HOME IMPROVERS 


www.thecountygroup.co.uk 
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+VAT 


Quality oak flooring from £16.99 

available from stock 



A Great Range of Fencing and Gates 

available from stock 



WINGHAM TIMBER 
& MOULDINGS LTD 

01227 720537 


www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GOODNESTONE ROAD, WINGHAM, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT3 1AR 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 


Visit our shop for: 





SAWN TIMBER 

SHEET MATERIALS 

QUALITY DECKING 

NAILS & FIXINGS 

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES 

PLANED TIMBER 

FENCE PANELS 

TIMBER MOULDINGS 

TOOLS 

CEMENT 

HARDWOOD 

FENCING GATES 

PAINTS & STAINS 

ELECTRICAL 

AGGREGATES 

TREATED TIMBER 

SLEEPERS 

IRONMONGERY 

INSULATION 
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High-speed 
link stays on 
track for two 
towns, but 
no weekend 
service vet 



Rail minister says agreement provides ‘certainty in the short 
term’ for Deal and Sandwich commuters. Marijke Cox reports 


C OMMUTERS have reacted 
with delight after it was con¬ 
firmed this week that high¬ 
speed services will continue 
to run to Deal and Sandwich. 
It comes after an agreement was 
reached between Government transport 
chiefs and train operator Southeastern. 

However, the service will only oper¬ 
ate during the week - disappointing 
those who hoped a weekend service 
would also be introduced. 

Services will continue to run to the 
two east Kent stations as part of a six- 
month extension to Southeastern’s orig¬ 
inal franchise agreement. But it is hoped 
the route will continue on to 2018, 
when the contract to operate Kent’s 
main rail network once again goes out 
to tender. 

Southeastern currently runs eight 
services each weekday to St Pancras 
using the High Speed One (HS1) net¬ 
work to the two east Kent stations. 

Campaigners have been pushing to 
have the service extended to seven days. 

But rail minister Stephen Hammond 
stressed this latest announcement 
provided “certainty in the short term”. 

Charles Horton, managing director 
of Southeastern, said he was pleased 
the Deal and Sandwich HS1 route has 
been extended. 

“We know our passengers value this 
service and the faster journey times to 
and from London,” he said. 

Mr Hammond added: “This is good 
news for passengers and local business¬ 
es along the route and provides certain¬ 
ty in the short term. 

“Over the coming months my officials 
will be looking at developing plans for 
the new direct award franchise and I am 
keen to see this vital route continue.” 

The direct award franchise will see 
Southeastern automatically handed a 
contract extension, despite it originally 
being due to end in 2014. 

It means the under-fire operator will 
run Kent rail services for another five 



ON TIME: Stephen Hammond has 
agreed an extension of HS1 schedule 

years. It comes as part of a shake-up 
of the way franchises were awarded, 
following legal problems over the con¬ 
troversial decision for the West Coast 
mainline 

Mr Hammond continued: “We recog¬ 
nise the importance of strong transport 
links to communities and the benefits 
it delivers to economic growth locally. 

“This is why we are investing record 
amounts into our rail network, im¬ 
proving services for passengers and 
getting the best deal for taxpayers.” 

Discussions took place between 
Southeastern and the Government 
following concerns by passengers the 
route would be scrapped. 

Fast services to Deal and Sandwich 


started in September 2011, following a 
successful run of HS1 for the Open Golf 
Championship at Sandwich earlier that 
year. 

Funded by Kent County Council, the 
new HS1 service was hoped to boost 
business confidence and support for new 
employment opportunities in east Kent 
after US drug giant Pfizer pulled out of 
much of its operations in Sandwich. 

Laura Sandys, MP for Thanet South, 
which covers the Sandwich area, said 
she will be pushing to make sure the 
route continues in the future. 

“There was a real concern we might 
lose our high-speed train service to 
Sandwich and Deal, so Dover and Deal 
MP Charlie Elphicke and I have been 
making it very clear to the Department 
for Transport just how important the 
service is to local residents and busi¬ 
nesses. 

“We have been working extremely 
hard to ensure that this valuable serv¬ 
ice is protected.” 

Dover District Council also wel¬ 
comed the news. 

Nigel Collor, DDC portfolio holder for 
access and property, said: “We have 
worked hard with our partners to se¬ 
cure high-speed services to Deal and 
Sandwich and welcome the announce¬ 
ment as a logical extension of the serv¬ 
ice until the formal franchise renewal 
process begins. 

“High-speed train services are play¬ 
ing an essential role in the regenera¬ 
tion of the Dover district. 

“Investors are showing strong levels 
of confidence in the Discovery Park 
Enterprise Zone, the St James’s develop¬ 
ment in Dover and the recent launch of 
the Betteshanger Sustainable Business 
Parks.” 

The park plans were unveiled last 
week. The multi-million pound scheme, 
spearheaded by Hadlow College, will 
see the site turned into a business park 
focusing on firms revolving around 
green energy. 



Based on market share. Business broadband market size taken from 0FC0M Communications Market Report 201B - 1st August 
2013. £11 a month is for BT Business Basic Broadband for customers in exchange area three (£14 a month in exchange areas one and 
two) on a 24 month contract. BT Business Broadband requires a BT line and a router and is subject to availability and line test. There’s 
a £30 connection charge which you don’t pay if you order online. Terms and conditions apply. Network reliability as at September 
2013. You can get onto BT Wi-fi as long as you’re in a BT Wi-fi hotspot, and your laptop, tablet or phone has wireless internet. We’ve 
got a Wi-fi Fair Use Policy. Terms and conditions apply. Amazon.co.uk Gift Certificates will be available to the first 1,500 Customers 
who order a new BT Business broadband (re-signs and regrades are excluded) on a 24 month contract quoting claim code SX2 before 
13th December 2013, and will be limited to one per Customer. The Gift Certificate must be claimed within one month of the date 
of broadband installation. BT reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time without notice within the Offer Period. Full offer 
terms and conditions can be found at www.bt.com/terms. 

♦Amazon.co.uk is not a sponsor of this promotion. Amazon, Amazon.co.uk, theAmazon.co.uk logo, and the smile logo are trademarks 
or registered trademarks of Amazon EU SARL or its affiliates. Amazon.co.uk Gift Certificates (“GCs”) may be redeemed on the 
Amazon.co.ukwebsiteoraffiliated website Javari.co.uktowardsthepurchase of eligible products listed inouronlinecatalogueandsold 
by Amazon.co.uk or any other seller selling through Amazon.co.uk. GCs cannot be reloaded, resold, transferred for value, redeemed 
for cash or applied to any other account. Amazon.co.uk is not responsible if a GC is lost, stolen, destroyed or used without permission. 
See www.amazon.co.uk/gc-legal for complete terms and conditions. GCs are issued and © 2013 by Amazon EU Sari. 
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After a long, heated, legal battle the first stage in returning the famous tourist attraction to its former 


Doors open 
once more 
at Margate’s 
Dreamland 


O NCE the beating heart of the sea¬ 
front, Dreamland has since 
become a soulless, run down ver¬ 
sion of Willy Wonka’s chocolate 
factory... nobody goes in, nobody 
comes out. 

Inside, the former palace of dreams on Mar¬ 
gate seafront has long stood abandoned - time 
and the elements taking their toll. Fortunately, 
however, it has never been forgotten. 

For generations, Dreamland - or Bembom 
Brothers if your memory stretches back that far 
- was alive with the excited chatter of young 
and old alike; the rattling of rollercoasters and 
the powerful aromas of candy floss and chips. 

But this weekend the community is officially 
taking its amusement park back. 

For the first time in seven years, the doors 
were swung open on Saturday to allow the pub¬ 
lic to look for themselves at what the site has 
become. 

And, as our photographs show, there is a very 
long way to go before it can start pulling in the 
crowds again. 

But its revival now seems assured, with ambi¬ 
tious plans to turn it into a thriving heritage 
theme park. Not that the road to this point has 
been an easy one to travel. 

Saturday’s activity follows a lengthy legal 
battle with the previous owners which has 


dragged on from 2011. Following which Thanet 
District Council and the Dreamland Trust, an 
organisation set up to drive forward the herit¬ 
age park plans, were this summer given the 
keys to the site. 

Heritage and engagement manager at the 
Dreamland Trust, Jan Leandro, said it will be an 
opportunity for people to see the park before 
any physical work starts. 

She said: “It was years since people last visit¬ 
ed and it looks very different to how it looked 
then. 

“It’s an opportunity for the team to tell visi¬ 
tors about the project, the plans, and how we’re 
going to do things.” 

Dreamland’s fate had become one of the 
county’s biggest topics of debate. Just what 
should be done with a once vibrant, prime, site? 

But it was the community, with the help of 
Thanet council, which came to the rescue. 

A six-year campaign by local people to save 
the site from redevelopment and instead pre¬ 
serve this important part of British seaside 
culture led to the creation of the Dreamland 
Trust and the plan to turn it into the world’s 
first heritage amusement park. 

The trust says it is this community spirit and 
support which will help reinstate the park as a 
world-class visitor attraction. 

Visitors this weekend got the chance to find 



BLAST OFF: The Dreamland site has sat empty since 2006, but Thanet council and the Dreamland Trust hope to turn it into the world’s first heritage amusement park and a world-class attraction 
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glory begins this weekend, writes Marijke Cox 


out how they can get involved in shaping 
Dreamland’s future. 

Ms Leandro said the trust wanted visitors and 
residents to engage with the project. It is hoped 
a vintage arcade visitor and learning centre 
will open next spring. 

She added: “We’ll be doing events next year; 
lots of activities. We want to have a viewing 
platform. It’s all the build up to the opening.” 

The project team - which includes Heming- 
wayDesign, the company belonging to the 
founder of Red or Dead fashion label Wayne 
Hemingway - is expecting a spring 2015 open¬ 
ing. Restoration of historic rides has already 
started and physical work will begin on site in 
January. 

Chairman of the Dreamland Trust, Nick 
Laister, said hurricane jets, almost identical to 
the jets ride which operated from 1956 and sur¬ 
vived until the 1970s at the park, are currently 
being restored (see top left). 

He said: “This is the first of what we hope will be 
further announcements on ride acquisitions over 
the next few weeks as we firm up our line-up. 

“Our rides come from a variety of sources, in¬ 
cluding Blackpool Pleasure Beach, Pleasure- 
land Southport and Dreamland Margate, and 
will represent different eras in the history of 
Dreamland and UK amusement parks. 

“Our initial inspection of the rides stored on 


Dreamland is now complete and, despite our 
worry that the previous owners had removed 
and scrapped a number of our rides, many more 
survived than we expected, and most of the 
rides earmarked for phase one are still on-site.” 

Previously owned by the Margate Town Re¬ 
generation Company - subsequently named 
DreamlandLive - the firm wanted to develop 
the site with a mix of entertainment funded by 
“much-needed” housing. 

But, with the site desolate for years, Thanet 
council issued a Compulsory Purchase Order. 

A lengthy legal battle ensued with Dream¬ 
landLive challenging the decision to hand the 
keys to TDC and the Dreamland Trust. 

And despite further challenges and a bout in 
the High Court, the council and trust were vic¬ 
torious. 

The heritage park is being funded by the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund, the Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport’s Sea Change programme and 
TDC. The first phase will cost £10 million. 

At the very heart of the proposals is the much¬ 
loved Grade II-listed Scenic Railway, built in 
1920, and the UK’s oldest rollercoaster. 

The project also involves the protection and 
use of the Grade II-listed cinema building and 
the Grade II-listed menagerie cages - the oldest 
zoo cages in the UK. 

For details: www.dreamlandmargate.com. 






day trip to France 


Only 


Price includes the car and up to 9 people 
Folkestone to Calais in just 35 minutes 
Plus exclusive partner offers 

Call now 

v eurotunnel.com/dayoffer 


* Valid for travel on any Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, subject to availability until the 12th of December 2013. Offer can be 
withdrawn at anytime without prior notice.Terms and conditions apply. 
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FARLEYS 



GET A VOUCHER 
FOR A MEAL AT MILES BAR 


ON DISPLAY 


Fireplaces and Fires in Conjunction 
with Invicta Gas of Whitstable 


01227 770510 


WHEN SPENDING £200 IN STORE 

Ramsgate Showroom 
46-54 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7PR 


Kitchen Showroom, 

5 Wincheap, Canterbury, 

01227 379300 


CTl 3TB 


01843 593069 

sales@jcfarley.co.uk 
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Don’t stick head 
in the sand over 
’silent killer’ risk 


The popular Movember campaign highlights men’s health 
and in particular the issue of prostate cancer. Marijke Cox 
talks to a sufferer trying to raise awareness of the disease. 


T IS becoming something of 
an annual event as the na¬ 
tion’s men take a hairy turn 
each November. 

The reason is Movember, a 
high-profile campaign which 
sees men grow the oft-maligned 
moustache for the month in order to 
raise money and awareness of men’s 
health and, in particular, prostate 
cancer. 

Often referred to as the ‘silent kill¬ 
er’, the disease will affect one in eight 
men. It is the most common cancer in 
males and is on course to become the 
most common cancer overall by 2030. 

But with men typically known to 
avoid visiting their doctor, particu¬ 
larly for something they may find 
embarrassing such as their prostate 
- located below the bladder and part 
of the male reproductive system - 
thousands are likely to be oblivious to 
having the disease. 

Kenneth Jeffers, from Herne, was 
diagnosed with advanced prostate 
cancer - the most aggressive form - 
in 2006. It’s likely he had unknow¬ 
ingly had it for up to 10 years. 

The 68-year-old father-of-two was 
told he had just three years to live. 

But against all odds he survived 
and now helps charity Prostate Can¬ 
cer UK get the message out for men to 
be aware of this killer disease. 

“It knocked me for six when I first 
found out,” he said. 

“I had no symptoms, but for six to 
nine months I had increasing back 
pain. 

“It’s not a common symptom. I’d 
had pain in my back for many years 
and my GP had said it was because of 
all the running I did - I used to run 
50 or 60 miles a week-so he wouldn’t 
give me a PSA test.” 

Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) is 
a protein produced by the prostate 
gland. The higher a man’s PSA level, 
the more likely it is he has the cancer. 

There are other reasons, however, 
why a man could have a high PSA, 
such as an enlarged prostate or an 
infection. 

As a consequence, the Government 
will not roll out the PSA test as a na¬ 
tional screening programme due to 
the risks of misdiagnosis. 

Mr Jeffers believes, however, that 
had he had a PSA test done years 
before, he would not be in the position 
he is today. 

For him though, he has defied his 
death sentence and is still here to ad¬ 
vise others to get tested. 

He said: “My view is that even if 
this test just sends alarm bells ring¬ 
ing there will be fewer men in my 
position. 

“I think men should have it done 
every year. If their PSA level has 
doubled, then they can go and seek 
further advice. But until there is a test 
which is full-proof, there won’t be a 
national screening drive. 

“The holy grail is a test which 
would define between indolent and 
advanced prostate cancer. You can 
live with indolent - people die with 
prostate cancer rather than from it.” 

One of the problems with this 
particular cancer is the lack of symp¬ 
toms. The only one is perhaps prob¬ 
lems urinating, but this doesn’t 
present in everyone. 

“There is no obvious symptom - it’s 
the silent killer,” said Mr Jeffers. 

“Still, when I go and do talks, after¬ 
wards men will often say, ‘Well, I’ve 
got no symptoms’ and I think ‘Did 
you not hear a word I said?’.” 

Mr Jeffers’ cancer has now spread 
to his shoulders, spine, ribs and hips. 


But he is continuing to surprise 
doctors. 

“They don’t really know why I’m 
still here,” he said. 

“Everybody reacts differently to 
treatment. My take on it is that I’m a 
bit of a fitness freak. 

“I used to run marathons, cycle, go 
to the gym. I still go running, cycle, 
play golf. I put in six or seven serious 
hours of exercise every week. 

“There is evidence that people who 
exercise regularly do better. 

“I’ve also got five grandchildren 
and they keep me active. 


“The mental thing is very impor¬ 
tant. I come across a lot of people 
through Prostate Cancer UK and 
those with a positive frame of mind do 
far better than those who just give up.” 

He is also receiving hormone thera¬ 
py treatment, but that causes its own 
set of problems. 

“There are side effects; not every¬ 
one gets them, but I do,” he said. 

“I’ve gained weight; I’m an emo¬ 
tional wreck; I have hot flushes all the 
time. What the therapy does is give me 
female hormones to stop the produc¬ 
tion of testosterone which supports 


the cancer and causes it to grow.” 

But whether its the treatment or 
exercise, something is working for 
Mr Jeffers. Bones scans of areas where 
the cancer spread shows it has disap¬ 
peared. 

“This is partly because of the treat¬ 
ment, but also because I’m so physi¬ 
cally active I’m producing muscle 
mass,” he said. 

“It partly hides it (the cancer), part¬ 
ly blocks it.” 

He said the work done by Prostate 
Cancer UK and campaigns like 
Movember has helped bring the dis- 



Prostate cancer in 
the UK in numbers 


9HQn Date by which 
uUOU time prostate 
cancer is the most common 
type of cancer 


1 /Q dumber of men who 
-L/ O will get prostate 
cancer at some stage of their life 


1 A AAA Number of 

±\J}\J\J\J men dying 
from the disease every year - 
equal to one every hour 


250,000 “ 

living with or after prostate 
cancer 


3 Times more likely African 
Caribbean men are to 
develop the disease than white 
men of the same age 


2 P Times more likely 
■ U you are to develop 
the illness if your father or 
brother has it 


ease to the forefront. 

But for him this all comes too late. 
“It has had a big impact on the fam¬ 
ily. It’s something that is always 
there. It has an impact on our way 
of life, but at the end of the day you’ve 
got to make the best of it.” 

T he Movember campaign 
started in Melboure in Aus¬ 
tralia and has since become a 
global movement, inspiring 
nations around the world. 

Specialist nurse for Prostate Can¬ 
cer UK John Robertson said it has 
helped immensely. 

“It’s not just helping raise aware¬ 
ness, it’s raising funds which go to¬ 
wards important research - it raised 
£16 million for us last year,” he said. 

Mr Robertson works for the chari¬ 
ty’s helpline, offering advice and 
support to thousands of people. 

“We take about 6,000 calls a year,” 
he told KoS. 

“Most of our work is speaking to 
people who perhaps are worried they 
might have it or people who have 
been diagnosed or been offered treat¬ 
ment options and want to talk to us 
about the pros and cons. 

“We know that many men are re¬ 
luctant to discuss it with their doctor 
or they’re embarrassed because their 
bladder may not be functioning as 
normal. 

“More often than not it’s their part¬ 
ners who will call us.” 

He said there are no specific symp¬ 
toms and sometimes a prostate 
problem can be unrelated to cancer. 

“The trouble with the PSA test is it’s 
not completely reliable - it can show 
increased levels, but actually it could 
be an infection or enlarged prostate.” 

An operation might then be carried 
out which could leave the patient in¬ 
continent. 

But research is continuing and 
campaigns such as Movember and 
celebrities, such as The Hobbit actor 
Sir Ian McKellen and Hollywood star 
Robert De Niro, opening up about 
their own battles with the disease can 
only help. 

Work is also ongoing in organisa¬ 
tions such as Royal Mail as well as the 
Football League to get the message out. 
• For information see www.prostate- 
canceruk.org. 
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Johnson's Nursery - OldThanet Way Chestfield, Kent CT5 3JD -01227 793717 

Polhill Garden Centre - London Rd, Halstead, Sevenoaks, KentTN 14 7AD Car Park B - 01959 533466 

Nownham Court Shopping Village - Bearsted Rd. Maidstone, Kent ME 14 5LH at rear of Notcutts - 01622 730777 

- Bybrook Barn Garden Centre - Canterbury Road, Ashford, KentTN24 9JZ. * 01233 878412 

- Elm Court Garden Centre, Capstone Road. Gillingham. Kent ME7 3JQ - 01 634 405859 

Call us now on 0845 45 99 444 to book your FREE site visit - www.johnsonsgardenbuildings.co.uk 















WE MUST REMEMBER THEM:The ‘Kent in WWT project, by Screen South, will create a website to act as a central database for information relating to the county during the 1914-18 conflict 


Lottery project to capture 
county’s part in Great War 


With the passing of time those who lived through the First 
World war are all but gone, but an ambitious online project 
aims to record the county’s memories, writes Chris Murphy 


N EXT July will mark the 
100th anniversary of 
the start of World War 
One - a bloody battle de¬ 
signed to end all wars 
yet one which resulted in the death of 
millions. 

But while the nation plans a series 
of special events to mark the cente¬ 
nary, the people of Kent are being 
urged to recall their tales of life dur¬ 
ing the Great War. 

With all the veterans of the conflict 
now dead, and just a handful of those 
born at the time still alive, it is hoped 
stories passed down through genera¬ 
tions will help form the basis of a 
major website charting the lives of 
those living in the county at the time. 

The county is deeply entwinned 
with the conflict - no more so than in 
Folkestone where millions of troops 
are believed to have marched through 
its streets en route to the killing fields 
of France and Belgium. 

Now Screen South, an organisation 
which promotes film and the media, 
has decided to host a series of special 
events with the help of a £99,900 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

A spokesman explained: “The 
‘Kent in WWI’ project will concen¬ 
trate on telling the stories of the 
people of coastal Kent, whatever their 
role in the hostilities. 

“Our intention is to make the 
people feel ‘real’ and lift them from 
merely being a name on a list to being 
an actual person who lived in a cer¬ 
tain house or went to a local school. 

“The main website will incorporate 
15 micro-sites for locations around the 
coast enabling stories and material to 
be uploaded by contributors in each 


location, and ensuring people find 
out about the impact of the conflict in 
their locality, plus events and activi¬ 
ties in which they can participate. 

“Kent saw major upheaval as the 
gateway through which men and 
materials passed to the Western 
Front. An entire new port and rail¬ 
way system was built near Sandwich 
to meet the huge demand for supplies 
from the troops stationed overseas. 

“Some 10 million men passed 
through Folkestone alone on their 
way to the battlefields. Civilians liv¬ 
ing along the coast faced the threat of 
shells and bombs dropping in their 
communities as the German Navy 
and airships were deployed. 

“More and more women had to com¬ 
bine the traditional role of housewife 
with other new occupations and these 
could be working in the dangerous 
industries that had grown to support 
of the war effort such as munitions. 

“The war had a huge impact on the 
towns and villages of coastal Kent 
that still resonates today.” 

As part of the process to gather the 
information, this month it is staging 
a string of events, the first of which 
took place this week in Broadstairs. 

Two upcoming events take place in 
Folkestone and Sittingbourne. 

Screen South boss Jo Nolan said: 
“We are leading a community herit¬ 
age programme to allow people in 


Kent to tell their hidden stories along¬ 
side the bigger landmark events that 
we are more familiar with. 

“We are looking for those who wish 
to share information - either societies 
who wish to link into the project or 
individuals who wish to share their 
stories and pictures on the site - and 
for volunteers.” 

Screen South’s head of business 
support, Darrienne Price, detailed 
some of the major moments Kent be¬ 
came central to the war effort and 
some of the disasters. 

She said: “The Faversham Uplees 
munitions explosion on Sunday, April 
2,1916, killed 107 men and boys. 

“As it was a Sunday, there were no 
women working which is an interest¬ 
ing social comment on the times. 

“The explosion was heard as far 
away as Norwich, with windows be¬ 
ing broken in Southend. 

“Among the dead was a man from 
Dover, which raises the question as 
to whether he travelled every day or 
perhaps was lodging nearby? 

“It is interesting that the workforce 
was not only local and perhaps 
people were working there because 
of unemployment in traditional in¬ 
dustries meaning a movement in the 
workforce.” 

It is hoped that sort of riddle could be 
answered by information gathered. 

And although air attacks were in¬ 


frequent during the World War One, 
the German air force did use some 
aerial attacks. In particular, it sent 
Zeppelins to soar so high in the sky 
they were out of the reach of anti-air¬ 
craft fire and defensive planes. 

H owever, they were notori¬ 
ously inaccurate and the 
county’s coastal town’s 
would often pay the price. 
Ms Price said: “This was the first 
time the civilian population had been 
attacked from the air with the first 
bomb being dropped on Dover adja¬ 
cent to St James’s Church on Decem¬ 
ber 24, 1914. 

“The east Kent towns, especially 
around the Thanet area, were subject 
to many early Zeppelin raids and 
later on air force raids. 

“The Tontine Street bombing in 
Folkestone on May 25,1917, by Gotha 
aircraft led to much loss of life. In fact, 
it was the largest loss of civilians dur¬ 
ing World War One as a result of an 
air raid. The actual number varies, 
but it was significant for the time.” 

It is thought the raid, caused by the 
planes emptying their remaining 
bombs on the town after a raid over 
London, killed more than 70 and 
injured nearly 100. Twenty-seven 
children are belived to have perished. 

Ms Price added: “There were others 
killed in Folkestone including Cana¬ 


dians who were based at Shornecliffe. 

“Some of the east Kent towns were 
also bombarded from the sea with 
Dover being hit by 23 shells during 
the war from enemy vessels. 

“It was only the sterling work of the 
Dover Patrol in keeping the sea lanes 
open that prevented the German 
Navy shelling from the sea that often. 

“An interesting fact is that Lieuten¬ 
ant CH Lightoller, who was second 
officer on the Titanic when it sank, 
was the commander of HMS Falcon 
on the Dover Patrol. 

“The memorial at St Margaret’s at 
Cliffe to the Dover Patrol is worth a 
visit and is one of three memorials 
raised by public subscription after the 
war. The others were at Cap Blanc 
Nez on the French coast and in New 
York harbour.” 

Ms Price concluded: “It would be 
easy to become Western Front-cen¬ 
tric when researching the Great War, 
but it is important to remember the 
different nationalities which came 
through Kent and returned to Kent to 
recuperate from their injuries. 

“Also, there were many men from 
the county, like the various Buffs regi¬ 
ments, who went out to fight along¬ 
side the Indian army and fought in 
such places as Mesopotamia. 

“Among the Canadian forces who 
trained at Shornecliffe were men who 
had emigrated in the 1900s and re¬ 
turned to fight on the Western Front.” 
• The remaining events as part of the 
Kent in WWI project, by Screen 
South, take place at Folkestone 
Library on November 22 between 
2-4pm, and at Sittingbourne Library 
on November 28 between 2- 4pm. For 
details see www.screensouth.org. 
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ALL SMILES: TV presenter Kaddy Lee-Preston poses with Kent on Sunday editor Chris Britcher and Kent Life editor Sarah Sturt during the publications’ successful food and drink awards evening 

And the winners were... 


After months of deliberation, this week saw some of the county’s best food and drink producers come 
together to find out who had triumphed in the inaugural Kent Life/Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 


Kent Life 

-Kenton Sunday 

kanHfe co uk 

FOOD&DRINKAWARDS2013 


T HE county’s top food 
and drink producers cel¬ 
ebrated long into the 
night on Thursday after 
the winners were an¬ 
nounced at a newcomer 
to the awards scene. 

The Kent Life/Kent on Sunday Food 
& Drink Awards proved a huge success 
and celebrated those nominated by 
readers of the two publications. 

Both are published by Archant. 
Staged at Maidstone’s Marriott Tu¬ 
dor Park hotel, the event was hosted by 
local TV favourite Kaddy Lee-Preston. 

At a glitzy black-tie bash, she 
welcomed the winners and congratu¬ 
lated all of those on the short list. 

She said: “It has been a great event 
and I think everyone had a great time.” 

Among the main winners were 
Thackeray’s in Tunbridge Wells, 
which walked off with Restaurant of 
the Year, and the Five Bells in East Bra- 
bourne which won Pub of the Year. 

Independent Retailer of the Year 
went to Faversham’s ever-popular 
Macknade’s, while Graham Garrett of 
The West House Restaurant, Bid- 
denden was named Chef of the Year. 
The main prize of the evening, how- 
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ever, went to Stephanie Hayman, who 
created Whole School Meals - dedi¬ 
cated to providing the best possible 
quality food to our school children. 

Collecting her award she urged 
more support for Kent produce. 

She said: “Just imagine if more and 
more organisations started sourcing 
all their food and drink requirements 
from local suppliers. Imagine the ben¬ 
efits it would bring the local economy.” 

Publisher of Kent on Sunday and 
Kent Life, Simon Irwin, said: “We 
were delighted by the response from 
our readers to the inaugural awards. 

“The passion for our county’s food 
and drink industry is remarkable and 
we’re very proud to showcase it. 

“We were delighted to attract so 
many strong sponsors and would like 
to pay tribute to them, the judging 
panel, the venue and, most of all, the 
readers of our publications who re¬ 
sponded in such numbers.” 

All the diners enjoyed a meal 
sourced from local products. 

Principal sponsor of the evening 
was MBK Design Studio. 

• For full reaction and more photo¬ 
graphs, see the food and drink 
section of this newspaper. 



TASTE SENSATIONS 


Newcomer of the Year 

Oyster Pearl Pub and Restaurant, 

Whitstable 

Butcher of the Year 

Fuller’s Butchers, Tunbridge Wells 

Teashop of the Year 

Mrs Knott’s Tea Rooms, 

St Margaret’s Bay 

Independent Retailer of the Year 
Macknade Fine Foods, Faversham 

Farm Shop of the Year 

Gore Farm Shop, Sittingbourne 

Food and Drink Producer of the Year 

Winterdale Cheesemakers, Wrotham 

Family Dining Venue of the Year 

The Little Brown Jug, Tonbridge 

Farmers’ Market of the Year 

Tonbridge Farmers’ Market 

Restaurant of the Year 

Thackeray’s, Tunbridge Wells 

Chef of the Year 

Graham Garrett of The West House 
Restaurant, Biddenden 

Pub of the Year 

Five Bells Inn, East Brabourne 

Food and Drink Hero of the Year 

Stephanie Hayman, 

Whole School Meals 
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LEONARD BERNSTEIN 


WEST SIDE STORY 


STEPHEN SONDHEIM 


Originally produced on Broadway by Robert E. Griffith and Harold S. Prince Entire original production directed 

JEROME ROBBINS 


THE 

15-19 JUL 2014 MARLOWE 

marlowetheatre.com’ THEATRE 


ONSALENOW Church j|| 

4-8 MAR 2014 Theatre 
atgtickets.com/bromley* Bromley 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


^booking fees apply 
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Memoirs of life growing up 
at Granny B’s Leeds Castle 


Anthony Russell spent his childhood holidaying at one of Kent’s major tourist attractions, a summer 
retreat which would go on to have a profound effect on his life as his new book explains, writes Joe Bill 


W HEN it comes to 
privileged upbring¬ 
ings, being able to 
call Leeds Castle 
‘home’ during the 
summer months suggests you were 
dining at life’s top table. 

But for Anthony Russell, the his¬ 
toric site near Maidstone was simply 
the home of his grandmother, and 
where he would spend his holidays 
from the Buckinghamshire boarding 
school he attended. 

Now he has published a book de¬ 
tailing his remarkable childhood 
at the heart of one of Kent’s most 
cherished tourism sites. 

His grandmother - or Granny B as 
he referred to her - was Olive, Lady 
Baillie. She was the Anglo-American 
heiress and last private owner of 
Leeds Castle. 

She ran the site as a pleasure pal¬ 
ace, holding extravagant parties 
attended by some of the very biggest 
names of the time. 

Having bought the site in 1926, af¬ 
ter it fell into disrepair, she rebuilt it, 
returning it to its former glory. 

Her parties would attract politi¬ 
cians, royalty and Hollywood stars. 

Among those known to have visit¬ 
ed during her time there were Charlie 
Chaplin, Errol Flynn, James Stewart 
and Douglas Fairbanks. 

In addition, James Bond author Ian 
Fleming was a regular guest, while 
the Prince of Wales and Mrs Simpson 
were also on the guest list, as were 
politicans such as Anthony Eden. 

But Anthony Russell had access all 
areas. 

As the son of Geoffrey Russell, the 
theatre impressario, deputy speaker 
of the House of Lords and better 
known as Lord Ampthill, he was born 
into high society. 

His mother was Susan Winn, Lady 
Baillie’s daughter. 

“Leeds Castle was so exquisite and 
romantic, and medieval and impos¬ 
ing that I never ceased to marvel at 
my good fortune to have so much of 
my childhood within the confines of 
its warm embrace,” Mr Russell says. 

“Granny B had exquisite taste and 
was certainly imposing, but was 
neither romantic nor medieval.” 

He recalls summers spent “wan¬ 
dering, exploring and go-karting” in 
the castle’s grounds, of its “woods and 
waterfalls, duck ponds and private 
golf course, contented cows, aviary 
and moat”. 

“To this day,” he adds, “I remain 
the slightly off-kilter product of my 
Leeds Castle childhood living. 

“The power of its luxury brew went 
straight to my head as a child and, de¬ 
spite the passage of time, a constant 
change of circumstances and many 
years living in the US, it has stayed 
forever warm in my mind.” 
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ACCESS ALL AREAS: “To this day I remain the slightly off-kilter product of my Leeds Castle childhood living,” says author Anthony Russell in his new book 


Mr Russell, now a published writer, 
musician and composer, shares his 
time between Los Angeles and France. 
But he admits a big part of him be¬ 
longs, forever, to the Kent landmark. 

Born in 1952, he spent his formative 
years in the company of his grand¬ 
mother until her death in September 
1974, at which point the castle was 
handed to the Leeds Castle Founda- 

ik Leeds Castle was so 
exquisite and romantic 
that I never ceased to 
marvel at my good 
fortune to have so 
much of my childhood 
within its confines ff 


Anthony Russell, on his feelings 
of holidaying at Leeds Castle 


tion, a private charitable trust which 
opened it to the public in 1976 and 
continues to operate it to this day. 

He originally had ambitions to be a 
pop star, but his efforts attracted the 
scorn of one rock legend who knew 
the grandeur of Leeds Castle only too 
well, having grown-up nearby. 

Mr Russell said: “A top London pro¬ 
ducer wanted to turn me into the 
‘next David Cassidy’, but I insisted on 
playing my own brand of self-written 
melodic pop. 

“I should have listened, it might 
have opened the door. 

“Three years later Mick Jagger in¬ 
formed my glamorous girlfriend Flor¬ 
ence that I would never make it in the 
business because I was too posh, too 
damn spoiled and too on the ‘right 
side of the tracks’. He even said to her 
once - with a slight sneer - ‘of course, 
I didn’t grow up at Leeds Castle’.” 

Despite the luxury, the author says 
life was often lonely and fraught with 
fear of breaking some unwritten rule 
of the castle. 

And this isolation, he says, was “not 
KMI 


the best preparation for the outside 
world”. 

The book provides a fascinating in¬ 
sight into the upper-class social scene 
of the era, and provides an opportuni¬ 
ty to hear from someone at the heart 
of the castle’s remarkable history. 

T he author says of the castle 
how, prior to his birth, his 
grandmother transformed it: 
“In the 1930s, Leeds Castle 
became England’s epicentre for spec¬ 
tacular weekend parties featuring 
royalty, aristocrats, leading politi¬ 
cians, newspaper barons, socialites, 
ambassadors and Hollywood movie 
stars all eager to accept invitations. 

“Granny B had given the go-ahead 
to build the golf course in 1931; not 
because she enjoyed playing - she 
didn’t know one end of a golf club 
from the other - but because she felt 
that the vast expanse of beautifully 
laid out trees and mowed grass, 
leading to an expansive sheet of 
water with the castle at the focal 
point in the middle, would create an 


idyllic country scene as could 
humanly be devised. 

“She stipulated that no bunkers 
should be visible from the castle and 
the skyline should not be interrupted 
by a flagpole on the green. 

“The end result was a nine-hole 
course considered by many to be one 
of Britain’s finest. Famous golfers 
such as Walter Hagen and Gene Sara- 
zen came to play, and in the 1930s the 
American Ryder Cup team would 
make it their first port of call.” 

However, he warned: “It was like 
being in a cocoon where every con¬ 
ceivable luxury is provided, but no- 
one knows you’re there. 

“And when you step out into the big 
wide world you find yourself a little... 
I don’t know... unprepared. Don’t get 
me wrong, I know what a lucky bug¬ 
ger I am to have grown up with all 
this. Sometimes, though, I wonder.” 

• The book, Outrageous Fortune by 
Anthony Russell, was published last 
Monday by The Robson Press. It has a 
RRP of £20 and is available in all 
good bookshops. 

Week ending November 17,2013 35 


























Meet your p6rf6Ct 


through your IOC trusted dating service 


08448872316 


Women Seeking 


to place your advert , 



Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT2 To : 80098 
(T&C's below) 

MARG elegant attractive 
affectionate lady who enjoys many 
varied interests WLTM genuine 
male 50-60yrs for mutual 
indulgences. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408511 j_ 

SUSIE, seeks fifty shades of grey 
with guy any age but must be dis¬ 
creet, call and I will explain why. 
Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box 
407321 

HEATHER enjoys holidays, eating 
in with a large bottle of wine, 
cooking, meeting new people 
seeking interesting male to get to 
know a little better. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408509 Hi 
ALEX 35, very attractive, slim, 
blonde, caring sensitive single 
mum, likes meals in/out, nice 
pubs, WLTM similar male/dad to 
love and care for. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408503 g 
LISA busty blonde 34yr old fun to 
be with single party goer, looking 
for similar male for adult fun 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408289 g 
SLIM N/S female, 54, working, 
reliable, easy going, likes nature, 
animals, seeks nice male 
companion, 50-64 for 
country/seaside walks and meals 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:405745 

KAREN 55, fun loving, attractive, 
young at heart, seeks caring, 
affectionate man, 55-65 who loves 
animals and the simple things in 
life. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 4088131 

MANDY blonde, blue eyes, 
voluptuous, honest, likes animals, 
walks, socialising, seeking older 
gent, late 70's early 80's. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 408741 g 
ROSA, 27yrs, seductive foreign 
beauty. Seeks no strings discreet 
fun, any area. Call to hear my 
desires. ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 
1960 Box 408093 
SELSEA 43, driver, own home, 
N/S, 5ft 8ins, slim, dark hair, green 
eyes, confident, outgoing, likes 
most things, seeks N/S male, 40- 
48. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408405 g 


25YR old very lonely unloved 
Asian female seeking true love, 
must be very discreet, enjoy good 
nights out and able to 
accommodate cosy nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408249 g 

CATH attractive tall blonde, likes 
travel, walking, romantic nights 
out, cosy nights in, looking for 
Prince Charming, must be 
passionate and loyal. Tel No: 
0906 5 157112 Box No: 408245g 
ELAINE lonely divorced female 
with no ties, enjoys dog walking, 
cosy nights in, looking for reliable 
caring male to spend quality time 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408283 g 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 



DIVORCED female, 66, blue eyes, 
5ft 4ins, medium build, blonde hair, 
seeks male, 65-75 for 
friendship/companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403275 

SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779 g 
JACQUELINE 79 widow, easy 
going, good listener, not slim or 
neurotic, OHAC, Sevenoaks, 
lonely would like gentleman’s 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405533 

ATTRACTIVE female, 53, N/S, 5ft 
8ins, looking for similar male, 50- 
55 who loves countryside, animals 
and is easygoing. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405421 
CARIBBEAN female, 50, honest, 
caring, thoughtful, seeking male 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408231 g 
KAREN blonde, long legged, 
many interests, very young 
looking, outgoing, adventurous, 
likable, WLTM my soul mate, could 
that be you? Pis call me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 407953g 
CHRIS 39yr old attractive well built 
sporty lady looking for tall, happy, 
well built male to enjoy adult 
companionship, hopefully leading 
to more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407935 | 


SATURDAY night blues! Home 
alone again and looking for male 
companionship. Blonde, slim, 
32yrs, attractive, what are you 
waiting for? Call me if you’re 
normal and lovely. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408867 | 

ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings with 
male any age or location. Tel No: 
0905 002 1956 B o x 36601 9 
SOPHIE attractive hard working 
female, who enjoys dancing and 
good company, WLTM loving male 
to enjoy nights out and genuine 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408625 0 


CATHY divorced independent 
hopeless romantic seeking special 
gent to spend really nice times 
with, get to know and take it from 
there. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:407623 g 

LUCY truly wonderful brunette 
who really loves life, seeking 
sincere male for true friendship 
with a little romance thrown in for 
good measure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:407457g 
HAPPY young looking lady, 62, 
likes socialising, conversation, 
seeking nice man to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407383 g 


LYN happy, young looking 72yr 
old, seeking interesting man, 65 
plus to enjoy life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403101 
60YR old black female, sociable, 
seeks romantic, articulate white 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402523 

BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 
CAROLINE 60, 5ft 2ins, likes 
animals, walks, travel, gardening, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402067 
LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 

SUE 58, likes walks, meals out, 
socialising, seeks large male, 6ft 
plus for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
389135 

HI I am Sally a single 28yr old 
female, pretty, size 8-10 with a 
GSOH and fun to be with looking 
for similar lonely male for mutual 
companionship, dates and more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407951 g 

CANDY 42, blonde, voluptuous, 
blue eyes, GSOH, bubbly, seeks 
older male, 75 plus, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 391012 
JULIE big blue eyed blonde size 
12 glamorous granny, 40's, likes a 
good film with a nice wine, 
walking, meals out, seaside, 
seeking young at heart male 40- 
55yrs Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:393475 | 

AMANDA 44 blonde, blue eyed, 
very leggy, fun to be with, honest 
and caring seeking kind, 
considerate honest gent 74-79 
plus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 4053151_ 

SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, N/S, 
solvent lady, young 50's, likes 
travel, red wine, seeks tall, 
sincere, Military/professional gent 
of high calibre. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 40570 7 
JOYCE 83, widow, WLTM gent 
with GSOH for days out, 
friendship, companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:393067 

REBECCA kind, caring, honest, 
lonely, seeking older gent to wine 
and dine me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402273 
DELILAH 49, likes animals, 
blonde, blue eyes, seeking older 
gent, late 70's who is kind and 
willing to care about me. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403769 
59YR old Kent lady, bubbly, large 
build, dog lover, easygoing, 
GSOH, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 403071 
BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 
46, GSOH, likes walks, pubs, 
nights in, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 384852 


SUE 65, slim, animal lover, 5ft, 
blonde, likes socialising, meals out, 
theatre, countryside, happy go 
lucky, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405767 g 
ROSS very broadminded smoker 
looking for lots of fun and laughs 
with similar genuine, loving, kind 
male. Single dad welcome, 
age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 407929 g 
STEPHANIE 29, 5ft 5ins, large built 
single mum of two, GSOH, loving, 
honest, bubbly, romantic seeking 
similar male/dad. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 B ox No: 407613g 
SUSIE fit, friendly, looking for 
someone to love and look after me, 
preferably, older, N/S male with 
own car. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392537 

CARING female, 64, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, 5ft 4ins, medium build, 
seeks male, 60-70 for friendship, 
maybe more. Kent. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 369593 
LISA 44, blonde hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
6ins, nice personality, trustworthy, 
kind, likes cinema, nights in, walks, 
music, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404751 


LISA tall slim blonde divorced mum 
of one, 39yrs OHAC, employed, 
wicked SOH, WLTM male who like 
me loves life, for good nights in/out 
and quality times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4022591 
SEMI retired N/S ex dancer, many 
interests, honest, attractive, GSOH, 
seeks gent, 65 plus to put spark 
back into life and be soul mate. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
378279 

TERRI young at heart, fit, caring, 
N/S, 70's, many interests, Taurus, 
seeks kind, N/S gent, 65-70 with 
GSOH to share life and LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390671 

JENNY 60, divorced, likes most 
things, seeks N/S male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406655 g 
MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 394843 
BEVERLEY 33, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
karaoke and meals out. Thanet. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
375217 

DIANE average sort of lady 
seeking an average sort of man 
who will love me for who I am, 
appreciate my life, consider my 
interests and want to get to know 
me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402265 g 



Men Seeking 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT2 To : 80098 
(T&C's below) 

ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 
seeking fun and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 408421 | 
DAVE 50, seeks female of similar 
age for meals out, holidays etc. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408415 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388372 _ 

MALE seeking female to love and 
be loved back Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408941 
FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 
CHRIS 52, slim, looking for female, 
25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408575 | 

DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals out, 
socialising, easy going, seeks 
female 40 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408541 


71YR old romantic, 6ft, likes life, 
socialising, reading, strong tea, 
dogs, smoker but house trained 
seeks mature lady needing TLC. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407277J _ 

TALL friendly, very light hearted, 
single 58, seeks pretty woman for 
LTR, mutual selection of activities 
and choosing how to spend our 
time. Croydon. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407147 g 
BLACK male, looking for 1-2-1 
relationship with laid back, 
understanding female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406221 
SEXY fireman, looking for love and 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:407883 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, 
looking for lady to spend life with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405519| 

RETIRED male, 66, 6ft 2ins, easy 
going, GSOH, loyal, loves pets, 
meals out, life, seeks lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407317 g_ 

MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks slim 
lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, homely, 
wanting mutual good relationship 
with sexy woman. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407835 g 
ANTHONY 48, athletic, enjoys 
country walks, seeks youthful 
female for friendship/relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407355 g 


STEVE 

active, likes fishing, 
swimming, karaoke, 
honest, genuine, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405717 
LIGHT hearted 58yr old male, 
6ft, blue eyes, slim, lively, active, 
seeks pretty woman 28-50 for fun 
times. Croydon. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 393567 
KEVIN 49, single dad, employed, 
good cook/laugh, seeks female 
for fun and good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402405 g 

DAVE 45, 6ft, large build, ginger 
hair, green eyes, caring, OHAC, 
likes laugh, cinema, pubs, 
restaurants, walks, shopping, 
music, dvds, gardening, animals, 
seeks female of similar age. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405451 I 

35YR old male, 6ft, dark hair, 
easy going, likes music, films, 
reading, walks, looking for 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405941 g 
DISCREET kind man, 48, gentle, 
loving, genuine, seeking lady, 
Whitstable. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406439 g 
KEVIN 50 6ft average build, kind, 
caring, GSOH, black hair, hazel 
eyes, various interests, seeks 
female 35-55 for 

friendship/romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 405087 
RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easygoing, 
likes driving, shopping, most 
music, seeking lady 60-70 for 
friendship. Ashford. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404589 
DOG lover short of British slim 
petite lady to maybe get into 1 -2- 
1 relationship and start 
something new. Smoker 
welcome, age immaterial. 
Tunbridge Wells area. Tel No: 
0 906 515 7112 Box No: 404 417 
TALL slim male, early 40's, 
seeks loving female, 29-39 to 
share the nice things in life. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4070651 

PROFESSIONAL 45yrold male, 
one son, bored of the same 
thing, seeks lady for possible 
romance. Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386234 
CHRIS 68, 5ft 9ins, 13st, 
frustrated widower, likes 
country/western music, real ale, 
gardening, cruises, looking for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402271 j 
55YR old male, average looks, 
GSOH, looking to meet similar 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408227 

JAMIE 6ft 1 ins, dark hair, blue 
eyes, seeks female, 40-50, easy 
going for no strings fun, nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408051 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 g 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 


Contact members by TEXT! 


Take a look at our members! 


If an advert has a | next to it then you can reply When you see a & symbol, this mean the 


to this advertiser by text message. Simply send 
REPLY2 followed by the box number of the 
advertiser you wish to respond to plus your 
message and send it to 80098* (£ 1.50 per message sem) 


member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


SWANSEA man, 

51, 5ft 6ins, slim, seeks 
slim female for nights in/out, 
company, walks, talks and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402033 
BRIAN fun loving, easygoing, 
likes meals out, nights in, dvds, 
seeks loving female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 381449 
MIKE 39, 6ft 7ins, large build, 
blue eyes, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

406321 g 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 361787 65 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, 
seeks lady for fun nights in and 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:377397 

HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48, 6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

GARY 48, 6ft, well built, dark 
hair, brown eyes, seeks 
passionate female for fun times 
in and out, Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387175 
BARRY 49, 6ft, well built, 
easygoing, seeks female to 
wine/dine and have fun times 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401401 g 

JOHN 40, likes nights out, pubs, 
clubs, walks, countryside, 
GSOH, N/S, dad of one, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:390119g 
CHRIS from Folkestone, 68yrs 
young widower, N/S, 5ft 9ins, 
OHAC, likes country music, rock 
n roll, WLTM N/S female with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405079 
40 something Gemini 5ft lOins, 
slim, GSOH, varied outdoor 
interests, seeks similar outgoing 
female, 30-45 for dates and LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404535 g 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes 
eating/nights in/out seeks loving 
female for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 404013 
PROFESSIONAL romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
SLIM 67yr old male, fit, loving, 5ft 
7ins, blue eyes, independent, 
sociable, easygoing, enjoys 
usual, seeks honest lady to share 
it all with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401245g 
ALEC 57, likes keep fit, cycling, 
GSOH, seeks lady, 40 plus for 
I fitness and friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 339463 
CANTERBURY cyclist 50's, fit, 
seeks female of similar age and 
interests for uncomplicated fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394569 

FUN fit, 60yr old male, seeks 
older, well built female for no 
strings discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404971 g 
RICHARD divorced, 61, N/S, 
likes classic cars, looking to meet 
nice lady for meals out, days out, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

406349 g 


OUTGOING professional, fun 
loving, entertaining male, seeking 
warm, sincere, fun loving female 
for LTR. Animals/children 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405633 g 
MALE 50, GSOH, looking for soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387485 g 

ADRIAN young 59, likes travel, 
sports, seeks fun, attractive lady 
40-50's. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399355 g 
SEAMUS 5ft lOins, black hair, 
green eyes, average build, likes 
travel, weekends away, animal 
lover, varied interests, N/S, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:401279 

52YR old male, honest, reliable, 
seeks slim female, 40-48 for 
friendship, romance, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
377747 

WARM honest, caring man, 5ft 
9ins, 60's, fit, likes dancing, meals 
out, seeks romantic encounter with 
kind lady, 50-70. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 388547 
MATURE man, enjoys life, 
socialising, N/S, solvent, OHAC, 
seeks attractive lady, any age for 
friendship, maybe more Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 388808 
MARK tactile, seeks lady 30-60 for 
discreet adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 373753 
YOUNG 64yr old fit, active male, 
seeks similar female for outings 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 365642 
VIC mid 60's medium build male, 
active, N/S, likes countryside, DIY, 
seeks compatible female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 405085 g 
51 YR old male, dark hair, 6ft, N/S, 
good looking, likes finer things in 
life, seeks lady for fun times and 
TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:399867g 

MIKE from Canterbury 57, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim female, 21- 
42 for LTR. Single mum welcome. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
379673 

FUN fit, friendly 50yr old male, 
medium build, seeking female for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400045 g 
DENNIS 53yrs retired police officer 
living in Kent, WLTM female for 
mutual fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404201 g 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 40’s, 
OHAC, independent, seeks warm, 
sincere, fun loving female for LTR. 
Children/animals welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404537 



CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 6 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service 
provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 17/11/13 
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Greg Miles talks 
to Clio Barnard, 
a reader in film at 
the University of 
Kent whose latest 
release, The 
Selfish Giant, 
has received 
worldwide 
acclaim for its 
gritty portrayal 
oflifeona 
housing estate 


W ITH comparisons 
being made to Ken 
Loach’s 1969 classic 
Kes, Clio Barnard 
looks like she is on 
to a good thing with her second 
feature film, The Selfish Giant. 

The Whitstable resident has had 
quite a year following the release of 
her work, which has been labelled 
the ‘Kes of the 21st century’ for its 
depiction of life on the breadline on 
a Bradford housing estate. 

It has attracted worldwide 
recognition and seen Barnard, who 
is a reader in film at the University 
of Kent in Canterbury, hopping 
between film festivals across the 
globe. 

The Selfish Giant was listed in 
Directors’ Fortnight at the Cannes 
Film Festival, where it won the 
Europa Cinemas award earlier this 
year; it was also nominated for the 
2013 Lux Prize. 

It follows the fortunes of Conner 
Chapman as Arbor and Shaun 
Thomas as Swifty on an estate in 
the West Yorkshire town, where 
they are excluded from school. 

They team up with scrap-dealer 
Kitten, played by Sean Gilder 
[better known as Paddy Maguire 
in Channel 4’s Shameless]. 
Although inseparable, their 
KMI 


relationship has tragic consequences. 

The cast also includes former 
Downton Abbey and Benidorm 
actress Siobhan Finneran as Mrs 
Swift, Swifty’s mother. 

The two young actors, who had 
no previous experience, were 
plucked from the streets where the 
film was shot and their real lives 
drew comparisons with those they 
were playing. 

44 I wanted to use 
children who were 
from that community. 

It was risky because 
the film completely 
depended on them and 
their performance ** 

Their raw talent and naivety in 
the industry had its challenges for 
writer and director Barnard. 

“I wanted to use children who 
were from that community,” said 
Barnard, who grew up in Otley, 
just north of Bradford. 

“It was risky because the film 
completely depended on them and 
their performance. 

“We knew exactly where to look. 


“We found one of the lads, 

Conner, on the first day. Some 
people look for months and 
months. He just had a real instinct 
for story-telling and talking about 
his own life. 

“The second lad, Shaun Thomas, 
took a little bit longer to find. 

“We worked out there was an 
area that had an affinity to horses, 
which is a big part of the film, so 
we went there. He had been riding 
since he was 11 and could ride 
bareback. He had also been 
collecting scrap metal before. 

“There are communities like that 
all over the country, some of which 
are in Kent, particularly in east 
Kent, where there is a lot of 
deprivation. 

“I think it’s invisible. We don’t 
generally think about it, want to 
think about it or engage with it.” 

While the pair seemed the 
perfect fit, they took a certain 
amount of directing from Barnard. 

“The way we shot it was that the 
cameraman would find the action, 
he would move the camera to find 
them, but whenever he found them 
they moved away,” she said. 

“They kept feeling like they were 

Continued on page 39 » 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33^ 

for bookings and information ^ 
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Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays; closed Bank Holiday weekends • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 




99 P 

Drinks 

6pm to 11pm 
Entertainment 
+ AN6W 

Year Party 

EIOpp 

Deposit 

Over40s 
only 



Grand Burstin 
Hotel Folkestone 
New Year 
Self Drive Deal 

The Grand Burstin Hotel, set in a prime 
position overlooking Folkestone 
Harbour, is renowned as one of the UK's 
top entertainment hotels, so you can 
relax, dine in style and be entertained all 
under one roof. Cabaret Shows are 
performed every evening - fantastic 
entertainment for all ages! The Spindles 
Health Club has an indoor heated 
Swimming pool and sauna, and a state 
of the art gym (£4 per day payable on 
site). All bedrooms are en-suite with TV, 
hairdryer and tea/coffee tray. 


3 nights half board 
30th Dec to 2nd Jan, 2014 
£246pp Sale£189pp 
Quote: BF12-2-KOS 

INCLUDED: 

• 3 nights sharing a twin/double 
bedded en suite room 

• 3 dinners & 3 buffet breakfasts 
including a Fantastic Gala Dinner 
on New Year's Eve 

• Festive Entertainment 
throughout the day including 
Quizzes, Bingo & Competitions 

• Live Cabaret Shows 



Carry on New 
Year Parties 2014 
at Bosworth 
Hall Hotel 

2 nights half board 
+ 99p Bar 

£449pp Sale £99pp 

Quote: COI-KOS 

24 & 31 Jan, 2014 

Extend your New Year celebrations 
at Bosworth Hall Hotel, in the 
village of Market Bosworth near 
Leicester. Our popular private 
party weekends have become a 


must-do annual event with guests 
returning year after year. Set in 11 
acres of landscaped gardens, the 
hotel has an indoor pool and gym 
available for guests' use. 
INCLUDED: 

• 99p bar 6pm to 11 pm both 
evenings for house beers & spirits, 


wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

• 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 

• Enhanced entertainment for 
2014 - including cabaret both 
nights and a New Year Party 

• 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray 


Swinging Sixties 
Carry On New 
Year Party 

Warner Bembridge Coast 
Hotel, Isle of Wight - Self-Drive 
3 nights semi-all-inclusive 
From £219pp 
Sale from £209pp 
Quote: WS1-CON-KOS 
10 January, 2014 
Our private party extends the New 
Year festivities and takes us on a trip 
down memory lane at our favourite 
Warner hotel. Enjoy a gala New Year's 
Eve party with countdown to 
midnight and great entertainment. 
INCLUDED: 

• Free Bar from 6pm to midnight 
every night for house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks, mixers, tea & standard coffee 

• Entertainment • 3 dinners & 3 
breakfasts • 3 nights en-suite chalet - 
upgrades to main hotel available 

• Car ferry worth £45 


Warner Leisure Hotels 



Dusty Springfield Tribute 


You’re got your trouble/ 

Here it come/ ogoin Storm in o teocup 


Warner Bembridge 



COME DANCING PARTY 

If you're a dance fan who enjoys ballroom and latin dancing, 
you'll love our popular Come Dancing Party, running alongside 
the Carry on New Year Party - add dance tuition, a Gala Ball, a 
huge dance floor with reserved table & seating and much more 
for just £40pp extra. 



99» 

Drinks 

7pm to 11pm 


EIOpp 

Deposit 


Over40s 
only 


Torquay Spring 
Seaside Party 

Inglewood Hotel, Torquay 
- Self-Drive 
3 nights half board 
+ 99p Bar 

£119pp 

Quote: TQ3-2-KOS 
14 March, 2014 

Join us for a Spring Seaside Party in 
Torquay - capital of the English 
Riviera. 

Torquay has been a popular 
seaside resort since Victorian times. 
Boasting a thriving cafe society, the 
resort has plenty of bars and 
restaurants, all-weather attractions 


and a lively nightlife. 

We stay at the Inglewood Hotel, 
located just off the seafront and a 
few minutes' stroll to all the main 
attractions. 

You'll enjoy a 99p Bar, 
entertainment and dancing every 
evening. Breakfast and dinner are 
included each day. All bedrooms 
are en-suite with bath and shower, 
tea and coffee making facilities, TV, 
radio and hairdryer. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar from 7pm to 11 pm 
every night - house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

• 3 nights sharing a twin/double 
bedded en-suite room 

• Entertainment every night 

• 3 breakfasts and 3 dinners 



Key to map: 1. Riviera International 
Centre 2. Tennis Courts 3. Bowling 
Green 4. Crazy Golf 5. Pitch & Putt 
6.Torre Abbey House & Gallery 7.Torre 
Abbey Beach 8. Princess Theatre 
9. Torquay Marina 10. Fleet Walk 
Shopping Centre 11. Living Coast 
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BUDDING STARS: Shaun Thomas, left, and Conner Chapman had no previous acting experience before the film 


in his space. It was amazing, really. It 
was a challenge for them because it 
is hard work being on a film, it’s very 
demanding. 

“On the first day Shaun wanted to 
go home after an hour. It was really 
worrying because we knew it all 
depended on him and his 
performance. We thought we would 
have to recast. We got another kid in 
who was a very experienced child 
actor - he had been in The Hobbit 
and all sorts, but Shaun understood 
the commitment then that was 
needed from him.” 

Barnard took great inspiration 
from her first film The Arbor, which 
was also shot in Bradford and told 
the story of troubled playwright 
Andrea Dunbar, who died aged 29 in 
1990. The film used actors lip- 
synching to interviews with Dunbar 
and her family. It was nominated for 
a Bafta award for outstanding debut 
by a British director. 

“It came from quite a personal 
experience, I suppose. I guess it upset 
me to see kids not getting a 
secondary-school education for one 
reason or another,” she said. 

“Films can be political whether 
they mean to be or not. I grew up in 
that part of the world and went to a 
comprehensive school, but I’m from a 
different background.” 

While the backdrop proved inspiring, 
it was someone she met while filming 
that sparked her imagination. 

“I met a boy who the main 
character in the film is loosely based 
on,” said Barnard. 

“There is also a fairy story by 
Oscar Wilde of the same title and it is 


loosely based on that, too, about 
excluding children. 

“What I got to understand from 
spending time with them is that 
there are a lot of children that get 
pushed to the margins of society.” 

It was more than 40 years ago that 
Ken Loach directed Kes, based on the 
novel A Kestrel For A Knave, to huge 
acclaim. 

For those unfamiliar with it, Kes 
holds similar themes to The Selfish 
Giant in following Billy Casper, a 
teenage boy on the fringes of society 
in a Yorkshire town who is bullied 
at home and seems to have no 


prospects in life but finds solace in 
raising a falcon that is ultimately 
killed by his brother. 

Barnard was unsure how to take 
the link to Kes: “I wasn’t sure 
whether it was a good thing or a bad 
thing at first. A lot has changed in 
40 years - maybe it’s quite timely to 
readdress those things. I absolutely 
love that film. 

“It’s really great because you get 
into a dialogue with people about the 
film. When you make something, 
you have no idea whether it’s going 
to connect with people. 

“There were certain points along 


the way where it wasn’t working. I 
was really nervous about how people 
would respond to it. 

“It’s had really fantastic reviews, 
though. It couldn’t have been better. 
It wasn’t what I was expecting. It’s 
the same for most film-makers - the 
first screening you are so nervous.” 

Her next challenge is an 
adaptation of Rose Tremain’s 
French-set thriller Trespass, while 
she is also working on a rework of 
young playwright Polly Stenham’s 
Tusk Tusk for the big screen. 

Work coming her way is an 
unusual departure for Barnard. 


Arbor accolades 

Clio Barnard’s debut feature 
film The Arbor, released in 
2010 and based on troubled 
playwright Andrea Dunbar, 
won several awards, including: 

■ Best New Documentary 
Filmmaker at the Tribeca 
Film Festival in New York 

■ Best Newcomer and 
Sutherland Awards at The 
London Film Festival 

■ Douglas Hickox Award at 
British Independent Film 
Awards 

■ Guardian F irst F ilm Award 

■ Best Screenplay at the 
London Evening Standard 
Film Awards 

■ The Sheffield 
Documentary Film Festival 
Innovation Award 

■ The Jean Vigo Award for 
Best Direction at Punto de 
Vista International 
Documentary Film Festival 


“I’m used to generating my own 
stuff, normally,” she said. 

“I’m very happy to be writing and 
directing. The important thing is to 
follow creative impulses. That’s what 
I’m trying to do, follow my instincts.” 

It was following her instincts that 
led her into the arts in the first place 
as she followed her love at school. 

“I studied art and there was a 
certain point I realised that was 
what I wanted to do,” she said. 

“I wanted to go to art school and 
from about the age of 161 was 
pretty focused in terms of wanting to 
study it.” 
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KENTS BIG NIGHT OUT 

SITTINGBOURNE GREYHOUNDS 


GREYHOUND RACING 

(Thursday and Saturday first race 6.28pm 
Sunday first race 6.11pm) 

THIS FESTIVE SEASON BOOK YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH US 


Visit www.sittingbournegreyhounds.co.uk 
or call 01795 475547 for more information 

Central Park Stadium, Church Road, 
Eurolink, Sittingbourne ME10 3SB 
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Trinity's success built on 
true sense of community 



LEAD: Trinity Theatre chairman Michael Stevens is confident for the future 


Time Out Top Ten 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 


T HE future is bright for 

Trinity Theatre, says the new 
chairman of the Tunbridge 
Wells arts venue. 

It has been a tough time in the 
arts world, with chunks of funding 
having been cut from groups such as 
the Arts Council. 

But Michael Stevens is confident 
that Trinity, which is housed in a 
Grade I-listed building, can build on 
its audience, having come through 
the depths of recession. 

It is more than 30 years since 
Trinity’s first full season, having 
been launched in 1982 with a small 
number of shows. 

There has been much 
maintenance and conversion since 
then, which has seen the venue able 
to host a variety of genres, from 
theatre to dance, music and comedy. 

The 2012-13 season proved a big 
success, with the number of events 
increasing from 350 to 457 and 
audience numbers climbing from 
6,400 to 38,400. 

Stevens took over from Peter 
Bulman, who in his two terms of 
office transformed the venue after 
the Arts Council had cut funding to 


what is seen as a vital part of the 
Tunbridge Wells community. 

“I was invited to join the board six 
months ago. Recently, former 
chairman Pete Bulman stood down 
as his term of office had come to an 
end and I was voted in,” said Stevens, 
who is a senior partner at law firm 
Cripps Harries Hall. 

“I’m delighted to be joining, it’s an 
exciting time for the theatre. During the 
previous five years it’s gone through 
a difficult period with the Arts 
Council funding being withdrawn. 

“We have had to reinvent ourselves. 
The theatre is now in a clear position 
to expand and open up its offering 
within the local community.” 

Stevens is sure it can continue to 
thrive in the years ahead, with its 


dedicated volunteers playing a 
leading role. 

“There are a few challenges with 
the building. It’s a Grade I-listed 
building - that itself creates a 
challenge with how it expands and 
grows,” he said. 

“There is a small core of paid 
employees who have the key roles in 
running the theatre, but it is 
dependent on volunteers. They act 
on a rota which at the moment has 
more than 180 volunteers on it. 

“It’s a real community enterprise. 

“The theatre has demonstrated to 
me over the last few years it can put 
on a variety of arts that people want. 

“It is quite close to London, but 
there are local people who want to 
come in and see something local.” 


□ The Marlowe, Canterbury 

Friday, November 1 
Phone: 01227 787787 
www. mar lowe theatre .co.uk 

Reginald D Hunter: The American 
comedian is back on the road with 
a new show. Tickets £23. 

□ Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Thursday, November 21 

Phone: 01892 530613 

The Stylistics: Legendary American 
quartet perform their many hits. 
Show starts 7.30pm. Tickets £23. 

□ The Tower Theatre, 
Shomcliffe 

Thursday, November 21 

Phone: 01303 260330 

Damon Brown International 
Quintet: A night with trumpet star 
and his group. Tickets £10. 

Theatre Royal Margate 

Thursday, November 26 
Phone: 01843 292795 
www. theatreroy almargate .com 

Jethro: Cornish humour from the 
comedy great with support from 
singer Sean Perry. Tickets £19.50. 

0 The Orchard, Dartford 

November 18-23 
Phone: 01322 220000 

www. orchar dtheatre .co.uk 

Blood Brothers: Willy Russell’s 
classic tale of Liverpudlian twins. 
Tickets from £15. Times vary. 


Hazlitt, Maidstone 

Friday, November 22 
Phone: 01622 758611 

www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk 

I Love To Boogie With T Rextasy: 
All the hits from Marc Bolan tribute 
band. Tickets £18.50. 

Quarterhouse, Folkestone 

Friday, December 6 
Phone: 01303 858500 

www. quarterhouse .co.uk 

Seann Walsh: Rising comedy star 
with his new show The Lie-In King. 
Tickets £12. Starts 8pm. 

The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury 

Friday, November 22 

www.marlowetheatre.com 

Philharmonia Orchestra: Music 
such as The Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
and Cinderella. Tickets £29.50. 

Leas Cliff Hall, 

Folkestone 

Saturday, November 23 

www. atgigtickets. com 

Bellowhead: Multi-talented folk, 
funk, rock, jazz group touring with 
new album. Tickets from £23.40. 

The Winter Gardens, 
Margate 

Saturday, November 23 

www.margate wintergardens .co.uk 

The Fratellis: Scottish indie group 
are back with a new album after 
five years. Tickets £23. 








This winter come to 

tP Waggon at Hale ; 

where there is plenty to enjoy over the festive season. 



Saturday 23rd November Christmas Market 

An assortment of stalls including cheese, wine, meat and jewellery plus lots 
more. Enjoy a glass of mulled wine and mince pie on arrival. Noon onwards. 
Father Christmas visiting at 3pm with a free gift for the children. 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

* * Sittings 12.30pm or 3.30pm £65 per person. 

Booking is required. 

A non refundable £10 deposit per person required to confirm booking. 

179 CAPSTONE ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT ME5 7PP www.waggonathale.com Tel: 01634 400800 
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your skates on 


\r 


stmas is coming 


Return of popular ice rink signals the 
festivities are almost upon us as county 
prepares to light up for Christmas 


ICE-SKATING TIMES AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ONS 


T HE spirit of Christmas 
really gathers pace in 
Tunbridge Wells next 
week, with the opening of 
the town’s ice rink. 

It will be the third year that the 
picturesque Calverley Grounds has 
hosted the rink, which runs from 
Friday, November 22, through to 
Sunday, January 5. 

But there is not just an ice rink to 
enjoy in the grounds, as it will be 
accompanied by Christmas chalets 
with independent retailers offering 
seasonal gifts and local produce, as 
well as the traditional winter-warmers 
of hot chocolate and mulled wine. 

Friday’s opening ceremony starts 
at 6pm, with an ice-skating 
performance from Silver Blades 


Gillingham. The rink will then open 
to the public at 8pm. 

The surrounding chalets are open 
from 10am-8pm every Friday to 
Sunday and every day from Friday, 
December 20. However, they will be 
closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

But a word of warning... 

Tickets for the skating often sell 
fast, so to avoid disappointment 
book in advance online at 
www.tunbridgewellsatchristmas. 
com or through the Assembly 
Hall Theatre box office on 01892 
554645. 

A one-hour session, including hire 
of boots, starts at £8 off-peak for 
adults and £6 for children, rising to 
£11 for premium times. 


Premium sessions 

Saturday and Sunday all day and 
weekdays all day from Friday, 
December 20, to Wednesday, 
January 1. 

Off-peak sessions 

Opening night 8pm 
Weekdays November 25- 
December 13, from 10am to 3pm 

Peak sessions 

Weekdays November 25- 
December 13, from 4pm-8pm 
Monday, December 16-Thursday, 
December 19: all sessions 
Thursday, January 2-Friday, 
January 3: all sessions 
Saturday, January 4-Sunday, 
January 5: 6pm-8pm 

Christmas lights switch-ons 

When: Friday, November 22 


Where: Folkestone town centre 

What: Take part in a parade that 
will wind through the town, with 
songs and turning on the lights as 
it goes. Starts at Christchurch 
Gardens at 5pm and should arrive 
at Folkestone’s Quarterhouse 
just after 6pm, when mulled wine, 
soft drinks and mince pies are on 
offer. 

When: Sunday, November 17 
Where: West Mailing 

What: Enjoy live music from The 
Rock Choir, Santa’s Grotto and 
food from midday to 6pm. 

When: Sunday, November 24 

Where: Tonbridge high street 
and Watergate area 
What: Live music, fireworks and 
Christmas lights switch-on from 
1.45pm-6.15pm. 


When: Saturday, November 30 

Where: The Forum shopping 
centre, Sittingbourne. 

What: Join Santa’s helper Rodney 
the reindeer at 5pm for the lights 
switch-on. Rodney will be 
greeting shoppers from 2pm-7pm. 

When: Sunday, December 1 

Where: Pierremont Park, 
Broadstairs 

What: Traditional stalls, Father 
Christmas in his grotto and 
Christmas music with local choirs, 
from 11am-5pm. 

When: Saturday, December 7 

Where: Herne Bay: William 
Street and Mortimer Street 

What: Live music from a Michael 
Buble tribute act plus children’s 
entertainers and carol-singers. 
Lights switched on at 4.30pm. 



FREE! 


Buy 


FREE 


School Groups buy 1 get 1 FREE! 


Thursday 2 - Sunday 12 January 

Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

Box Office: 01303 228600 
w: atgtickets.com/folkestone 


E 
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TUCK IN! TV’s Kaddy Lee-Preston hosted the inaugural Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food and Drink Awards held at Bearsted’s Tudor Park Hotel 

Night to savour for our 
stars of food and drink 


Greg Miles reports on the resounding success of the Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food and Drink Awards evening and what it meant to the winners 


» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


A fter months of 

anticipation the wait is 
finally over and we can 
reveal the winners of 
the Kent Life and Kent 
on Sunday Food and Drink 
Awards. 

Having narrowed down the 
shortlist for the 11 categories 
celebrating the best in food and 
drink from around the county, the 
winners were revealed during a 
black-tie event at the Tudor Park 
Hotel in Bearsted on Thursday. 

The evening, hosted by BBC 
South East weather presenter and 
Tunbridge Wells resident Kaddy 
Lee-Preston, brought together the 
best the Garden of England has to 
offer from the culinary and drinks 
world - and it was celebrated in 
style with a three-course meal and 
entertainment from Eurovision 
Song Contest performer Josh James. 

A special gong for Food and 
Drink Hero of the Year went to a 
truly deserving recipient in 
Stephanie Hayman, who founded 


Whole School Meals in 2006. 

Since its beginnings, her 
company has gone from strength 
to strength in supplying healthy 
school meals for more than 20 
schools in east Kent. 

“I’m delighted and quite 
surprised,” said a shocked 
Stephanie. “I didn’t expect to win. 

“I shall use this award in all our 
publicity, which will help us. 

“I think these awards are great 
at raising the profile of all local 
businesses. It’s really important 
local suppliers get recognised and 
for smaller producers that don’t 
have the marketing powers and 
budgets of bigger companies.” 

The future looks positive after a 
lot of hard work to turn the tide 
against poor school meals. 

Stephanie said: “It started when 
I got a group of schools together to 
compete for the competitive tender 
for school meals. 

“At that time the school meals 
were appalling and I felt we could 
do it so much better. 


“We do it because it’s the right 
thing to do. We are just getting to 
the stage where we are going to 
give the profits back to the schools. 

“Everybody understands how 
important it is we support local 
food and get children to 
understand the importance of fresh 
produce. We are just starting a 

44 I think that these 

awards are great at 
raising the profile of 
all local businesses. 

It's important suppliers 
get recognised ** 

new social enterprise that will help 
teach parents to cook who have no 
idea how to cook from scratch.” 

There was delight throughout 
the evening as the winners 
collected their awards. Steve Fuller, 
owner of Fullers Butchers of 


Tunbridge Wells, was voted 
Butcher of the Year. “I’m absolutely 
delighted,” he said. 

“It’s been a family business for 
more than 40 years and we have 
got a great team of staff with us. 

“We all work really hard to make 
the business run successfully. 

“We are delighted to be 
recognised. We didn’t expect to be 
nominated. It’s a really good thing 
to do for Kent and any kind of 
recognition is good for business.” 

Independent Retailer of the Year 
winner Macknades of Faversham 
has a similar family history and 
put its achievement down to its 
customers. 

“It’s great to be recognised like 
this,” said new general manager 
Finnian Dunlop. 

“We have been looking after our 
customers for 35 years. These kind 
of awards are great. It’s something 
else we can shout about.” 

Customers are important in 

Continued on page 44 » 
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STARS OF THE SHOW AND EVENT SPONSORS 



■ Newcomer of the Year, 

sponsored by Pomegranate Catering 

Oyster Pearl Pub and Restaurant, Whitstable 

■ Butcher of the Year, 

sponsored by Porsche Centre Tonbridge 

Fullers Butchers, Tunbridge Wells 

■ Teashop of the Year, 

sponsored by Audley Mote House 

Mrs Knott’s Tea Room, St Margaret’s Bay 

■ Independent Retailer of the Year, 

sponsored by The Old Mill 

Macknade Fine Foods, Faversham 


■ Family Dining Venue of the Year, 

sponsored by Eastwell Manor 

The Little Brown Jug, Tonbridge 

■ Farmers 9 Market of the Year, 

sponsored by My FerryLink 

Tonbridge Farmers’ Market 

■ Restaurant of the Year, 

sponsored by Romney Marsh Fish Market 

Thackerays, Tunbridge Wells 

■ Chef of the Year, 

Swans Kitchen & Bathroom Ltd, Graham Garrett 
of The West House Restaurant, Biddenden 


■ Farmshop of the Year, 

sponsored by The Waggon at Hale 

Gore Farm Shop, Sittingbourne 

■ Food and Drink Producer of the Year, 

sponsored by Z&B Vintners 

Winterdale Cheesemakers, Wrotham 
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■ Pub of the Year, 

sponsored by faversham.org connect 

Five Bells Inn, East Brabourne 

■ Food and Drink Hero of the Year, 

sponsored by Vaughans of Maidstone, Stephanie 
Hayman, founder of Whole School Meals 




Porsche Centre 
Tonbridge 


favershamorq 

connect 


myferrylink 

Owned and run by the crew 
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Kitchens & Bathrooms Ltd 


£ 
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Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
• All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 580103 / 
07508 776459 


jvjMj m\ n u 


mym 
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No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service! 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



Get your Roof, 
Path and Walls 
back to its 
former glory 


BUSTERS.. 

Who you gonna call? 

We aint afraid of no moss... 

Danny Clarke The Flat Roofing Specialist 
01634 927509 / 07508 776459 




TJ Plumbing & 

Heating Services 



• Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

• Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

• Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 

01795 475391 *07912 940875 


Loc<3/ 

Handyman 



Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


First Rate Service, Quality Products 

Custom made to A 
■ Lli vlllw your specifications J 

An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2&A249 


KITCHEN 

<^ANDY SHEPHERD^> 

DESIGNER LTD 

Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms wm. 

• Kitchens _ 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 


www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


ALL WORKS 


❖ all types of groundwork carried out 


❖ tarmac drives red/black 

M 

❖ block paving ❖ patios 

ji' ^ 

❖ dropped kerbs 


❖ concrete drive paths 


❖ fencing, turfing & 
tree stump removal 

Vs/ 

Vl*r 

❖ footings excavated 


❖ brickwork undertaken 


❖ mini digger (gardens levelled) 

Please ring free for 
no obligation estimate 


Competitive Prices & OAP discounts 



KCC registered 


ALL TONES 

BUILDING & DECORATING 

EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 

CALL PAUL: design & install 

07586 854 866 garden landscaping 
01322 807 425 ALL work undertaken 

TO BEAT ANY NO JOB TOO SMALL 

GENUINE WRITTEN FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 

QUOTATION. & FULLY INSURED 

www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 

www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 



K.O. 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 

• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freez ers 

• Dishwasher^SB^ 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm and 
Sat & Sun 8am - 5pm 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

01634309158 / 07958 065395 




Electrical-Plumbing-Carpentry 
Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted 
Floor and Wall Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Handyman Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 


www.doitall4u.co.uk 
07771-501828 
info@doitall4u.co.uk 
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<« Continued from page 42 

a $1 

than in the pub industry, which John 
Rogers, owner of Pub of the Year the 
Five Bells Inn in East Brabourne, 
feels is in a healthy state. 

He said: “We are a true public 
house. The social need for a public 
house has not changed. We all come 
together and enjoy great food and 
drink. The demise of the public house 
is nowhere near what people suggest. 

“We feel very privileged and this is 
only the start for the Five Bells.” 

Another prestigious and highly 
sought-after award was Chef of the 
Year, which winner Graham Garrett, 
of The West House Restaurant in 
Biddenden, again thanked his 
customers for. 

“I’m really pleased because it’s 

66* to 

getting nominated by 
readers is a testament 
to what we are doing. It's 
cool, I'm very pleased ** 

been 11 and a half years just doing 
what we do,” said Graham. 

“To know you’re getting 
nominated by readers is a testament 
to what we are doing. It’s really cool, 
I’m very pleased.” 

The accolade of Food and Drink 
Producer of the Year made it a night 
to remember for the owners of 
Winterdale Cheesemakers of 
Wrotham, Robin and Carla Betts. 

Robin said: “It’s one of the best 
awards we could get.” 



Pictures: MANUPALOMEQUE/ADYKERRY 





Reduced rates for 
children and infants, 
please phone the 
restaurant of your 
choice for more 
details. 








£58 pet pennon 

TEL.01843 

3 


£55 pet petsert 

TEL.01843 
599 590 


• — 

T EL OI843 
533 686 


(loe& ewihf 

to avoid disappoinment! 
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Ouex serves un another success 


QuexBarn 

Location: Canterbury 


Reviewed by CHRIS THOMSON 



F I had a penny for every time I 
had read ‘locally produced’ in 
the promotional literature of a 
restaurant in the county I 
would probably have about 
£18 by now. 

It’s not a bad thing, of course. Far 
from it, in fact, but in today’s fiercely 
competitive marketplace if you want 
much in the way of credibility, you 
need to ensure your suppliers are 
either in the county or as good as. 

Some restaurants have even taken 
to proudly displaying who serves up 
their fish or spuds as a badge of 
honour on their wall. 

All of which bring us to Ouex Barn 
in Canterbury - the sister site of the 
identically-named estate in 
Birchington, where not only is much 
of the food sourced but is also home 
of the increasingly ubiquitous Kent 
Crisps... a marketing masterstroke. 

So with its roots so entrenched in 
the county, and its position just a few 
hundred yards from the entrance of 
one of the county’s finest buildings 

- the majestic Canterbury Cathedral 

- you’d expect something pretty 
special. 


And, just for once, the good news is 
that is exactly what you get. 

On a gloomy Friday night, 
admittedly, the first signs are not 
good. The former pub site - 
transformed into a forest of pine 
flooring and tables - is almost 
deserted. My normal rule of thumb 
that a busy venue is a successful one 
will be tested here. 

I can only deduce, however, its 
quiet nature is a consequence of its 
fresh appearance on the scene (it 
opened in September) and not a 
judgement on the quality of its 
service of food, both of which were 
exceptional. 

Seared pigeon breasts, pearl barley 
and black pudding sounded too much 
to resist as a starter and it fired a volley 
of deep, rich, subtle tastes to delight. 
The danger of the black pudding’s 
sometimes powerful punch 
overwhelming the dish was avoided. 

The braised lamb shoulder with 
braising liquor and salsa verde, for 
the main course, was equally as 
wholesome, the lamb flaking away 
when gently teased with the fork, sat 
upon a hillock of mashed potato. 


It was full of flavour and of a size 
that, combined with the pigeon, 
actually proved too stern a test for 
this reviewer. I had to admit defeat. 
Which was a mighty pity as the 
desserts looked worthy of closer 
examination. Another day perhaps. 

And that is the crux of the matter. 


Because often a nice meal is simply 
that - an evening of agreeable food 
and company but one that doesn’t 
tap you on the shoulder and suggest 
you return swiftly. Ouex Barn, 
however, made me want to return 
the following weekend... surely the 
highest praise in this day and age? 


The total price for two courses, with 
wine, for two, was £46. 

■ Quex Barn 

11-12 The Burgate 
Canterbury CT1 2HG 
(phone 01227 463013, 
website www.quexbarn.com) 
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A 1 Fully ™ 

P Installed 
? & monitored Intruder 

olarm sysiem.includi 

o detectors & 2 floor 

contacts, P h a V°J , i e °.' ,er 

3 months at lusl 
k. £250 inc vat 


NOW FIELD 

RESPONSE 

& <T 

01227 * 

M i 


Subject to a 5 year monitoring & maintenance contract at £15 inc vat per month 


Intruder alarms CCTV u* Fire alarm & equipment u* Key holding u* Safes Access control u* Key cutting & locksmiths 


3 Simmonds Road * Wincheap * Canterbury * CT1 3RA * 


01227 458999 


www.howfield.com 
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Sixth Form 

Open Evening 

Wednesday 20th November 

6.00pm - 8.00pm 



SANDWICH 

TECHNOLOGY 

SCHOOL 


V Exceptional examination results 

V Extensive range of courses including a full range 
of academic A Levels, Applied Courses and the new 
International Baccalaureate Career-Related Certificate (IBCC) 

V Leadership programme for all students 

V FootballAcademy offe r i ng f u 11 -1 i m e cou rses 

V Newly refurbished Study Centre 

V Laptop computers available for all students 


"Sixth formers benefit from small teaching groups where their individual 
strengths and weaknesses are well known and catered for." 

Ofsted 2012 


i 1 

^ r xxX, 

Ofsted 


Learning with a difference. 

Want to know more? Telephone: 01304610053 or visit our website: 

http://www.sandwich-tech.kent.sch.uk 

Sandwich Technology School, Deal Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0FA 
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Moodie armchair •. 

Reminiscent of contemporary Asian design, it features boxy arms and 
elongated wooden legs showcasing a dramatic and elegant sofa design. 
Price: £1,169 www.camerich.co.uk (for all chairs pictured) 


i Baroque 
* chair 

Echoing the 
decadence 
of a time 
gone by, the 
Baroque chair 
combines 
the grand 
proportions 
of classic 
design with 
the timeless 
simplicity of 
a grey oak 
veneer. 
Price: £514.50 


■ 


Seating arrangements 


They’re the very essence of 
a comfortable home, so it’s 
vital that you choose well 
when it comes to your chairs. I 
Here is a selection to suit 
every contemporary space. 


Balance wide armchair 

The Balance chair design 
speaks of sophistication 
and a modern grace. 
Price: £878.50 














V 


n 


Emily chair •. 

Featuring simple and graceful functionality, 
the Emily chair offers supreme comfort and 
unparalleled elegance. 

Price: £472.50 


T 


»If you would like to see 
your product here, please 
telephone 

01303 817000 

or email 

advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 

» See more interiors 
every month inside... 

Kent Life 


Balance armchair * 

A design that delivers a chair 
of genuine refinement. 

Price: £693 

Avalon 

Remarkably soft feather-filled 
cushions juxtaposed with a 
cool, sleek, angular leg give 
a feeling of stylishly laid-back 
elegance. 
Price: £1,498 


72 ' 




SHOWROOM 
OPEN 
MON - SAT 


Welcome Home... to a service you won't find 
elsewhere and quality which can't be replaced 

Grate Stoves and Fires 

Unit 13, CT3 Business Park, Cooting Road, Aylesham, Canterbury CT3 3EP 
T: 01304 849191 www.gratestovesandfires.co.uk 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Leaving EU would 
destroy progress 

LAST week, a report by Britain’s 
biggest business organisation, the 
CBI, found that every year each 
person in the UK benefits to the tune 
of £1,225 from EU membership, 
compared to an annual contribution 
to the EU budget of just £116. 

That is undeniably a good deal. 

Meanwhile, a recent poll has found 
six per cent of UK businesses say they 
would close if we left the EU. That 
could mean thousands closing and 
hundreds of thousands of jobs at risk. 

Put simply, ‘in Europe’ means ‘in 
work’. Pulling out of the EU would 
risk throwing our recovery away. 

Liberal Democrats, as an ‘in’ party, 
are focused on helping businesses 
create more jobs in the UK by 
reforming the EU from within. We’ve 
already helped deliver one million 
new jobs since 2010 - now we want 
to help create one million more. 

In Maidstone and the Weald nearly 
5,000 jobs depend on trade with 
Europe. As we emerge from severe 
recession, is this the time to put jobs 
at risk? 

Rob Bird, Kent county 
councillor for Maidstone Central 

Ukip wants to give 
us back our say 

UKIP opposition to an ‘open door’ 
policy on immigration has nothing 
to do with hypocrisy and everything 
to do with the future of this once 
great country. 

To link Ukip with the past sins of 
our forebears, as Ms Sherwood has, 
(KoS letters, 10.11) is yet another 
insult to a party with our best 
interests at heart. 

We have no idea how many people 
are here illegally, but we do know 
some 600,000 from the EU living 
here are currently jobless. 

Our infrastructure is bursting at 
the seams; we cannot house our 
population decently; faith in our 
great institutions is waning; and 
most of our laws are made in 
Brussels by unelected bureaucrats 
we have not voted for. 

Our own politicians have given 
away our sovereignty without 
asking us in the furtherance of the 
European ‘project’ which, like the 
proverbial snowball rolling downhill, 
no-one seems able to stop. 

We are promised a referendum - 
provided Mr Cameron wins the next 
general election and he is able to 
renegotiate terms. 

Well, there are two problems with 
that. The next election is already 
skewed in Labour’s favour and Mr 


fi 


Brand’s ‘no vote’ call 
must fall on deaf ears 


I AM writing to beg young people 
to ignore that well-known 
exhibitionist, Russell Brand, and 
his anarchic call to 18 to 30-year- 
olds not to vote. 

Politicians must address the 
growing crises facing young 
people, but they are much more 
likely to do so if you use your vote. 

There are more than one 
million young people unemployed 
in this country. 

Across Kent more than 40 per 
cent of unemployed people are 
aged 18-30. Unemployment is 
worst amongst the 18 to 24-year- 
olds with five districts in Kent 
being well above the national 
average of 5.8 per cent. 

The worst affected is Thanet 
with a rate of 11.5 per cent. The 
other affected areas are Swale, 
Shepway, Dover and Gravesham 

Youth unemployment is not a 
new problem. It stretches back 
over a number of governments, is 
a problem in many countries and 
it is set to get worse. 

Even so, it is a great pity the 
Government cancelled the Future 
Jobs Fund, something that has 
later been shown to have been a 
great success, actually helping 
the economy. 

It is also a great shame that so 
many older teenagers are now not 


in full-time education, because of 
the abolition of Education 
Maintenance Allowances. 

Where young people do get 
jobs, they are often on minimum 
wages and zero hours contracts. 

The average income of people in 
their 20s is falling annually by 
about six per cent. There is also a 
housing crisis. The average age of 
first-time buyers is now 37 - and 
it is going up, year by year. 

Nearly four million young 
people live with their parents. 

And on top of this, the average 
student debt is now £53,000. 

It is not difficult for someone to 
make the case for political 
cynicism. Many young people 
voted Liberal Democrat at the last 
election in the belief student 
tuition fees would be abolished, 
only to be let down by Mr Clegg. 

There are many long-term 
problems facing whoever is in 
government over the next 20 years. 

However, we need to put our 
young people at the top of the 
agenda. Politicians must not 
ignore this, but young people must 
not listen to the calls of despair 
and the attempt to make not 
voting a fashionable thing to do. 

Roger Truelove, deputy leader 

of Labour group on Kent County 
Council, Sittingbourne 


Miliband will triumph with just 35 
per cent of the vote. Secondly, the EU 
will not acquiesce in the renegotia¬ 
tion of our membership anyway. 

Without an ‘in/out’ referendum 
we are stuck with the status quo; the 
three main parties are determined to 
keep us in Europe whether we want 
it or not. 

If you want us out of the EU there 
is but one choice for voters in the 
2014 European election. 

The Government and opposition 
know this, which is why all the 
brickbats are being aimed at Nigel 
Farage and the thousands of Ukip 
supporters who want a say in their 
own destiny. 

Malcolm Brockman, Maidstone 

People power in 
fracking U-turn 

LAST Thursday, as vice-chairman of 
East Kent Against Fracking, I received 
notice from Kent County Council that 
Coastal Oil & Gas Ltd had withdrawn 
its planning applications to drill 
exploratory boreholes at Shepherd- 
swell, Tilmanstone and Guston. 

This followed recent notice from 
the Environment Agency to KCC that 
Coastal Oil and Gas had not provided 
sufficient information with its 
applications and that the EA was 
therefore “unable to advise whether 
or not the environment can be 
protected from this development”. 

For more than two months, East 
Kent Against Fracking has vigor¬ 
ously campaigned to raise awareness 
of the danger to our local water and 
the wider risks associated with the 
unconventional gas and oil industry. 

The withdrawal by Coastal Oil & 
Gas Ltd clearly demonstrates the 
company was unable to satisfy the 
demands for information as to how 
Kent’s water could be protected from 
contamination by drilling. 

If EKAF had not campaigned, the 
consultation period could have 
ended as early as October 6. 

All related parish councils voted 
against the applications. CPRE 
Protect Kent also opposed as did 
other local campaign groups. 

Even Dover and Deal MP Charlie 
Elphicke, a supporter of the uncon¬ 
ventional gas/oil industry spoke out 
saying: “I’ve always said that we 
must balance this with the risk to the 
aquifer and the risk is too great.” 

To all the many people who 
supported our fight, who signed our 
petitions, wrote objection letters, 
lobbied councillors and the Environ¬ 
ment Agency and turned out literally 
in their hundreds to our meetings - 
thank you. This battle may be won. 
The war against fracking goes on. 

Julie Wassmer, Whitstable 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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images of kent 



Fireworks at 
Leeds Castle 

by Ernie Jordan 

from Margate 


If your picture is printed on this 
page you will receive an any 
duration Dover-Calais return 
crossing for a car and up to 
five passengers, valid for a 
year, courtesy of... 


MYFERRYLI n k 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 
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Are you or a loved one 

looking for support? 


It only takes one phone call. 
Call our Kent freephone line, 
quoting AVANTE1, on 01622 351166 


Do you need support with everyday tasks? 

A little help around the house? 
Someone you can rely on to lend a helping hand? 


avante) 

community support 

Making a positive difference. 
www.avantecommunitysupport.org.uk 
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^14th - 29th December 2013 

Theatre Royal Margate, Addington Street, Margate, CT9 1PW 

BOX OFFICE: 01843 292795 

Book Online: www.theatreroyalmargate.com 
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Ferry workers' dischord at 
P&O 'harmonisation' plan 

Cross-Channel ferry company faces threat of strike action after trade union 
members vote against salary scale change which would see newly recruited 
seafaring staff earning up to £7,000 less than their colleagues. Joe Bill reports 


» See this month’s 
Business and Professional 
Life section inside... 

Kent Life 


A WARNING has been handed to 
ferry operator P&O that strike ac¬ 
tion could take place if it ignores the 
wishes of its employees in a 
10-month pay battle. 

Transport trade union group the 
RMT has advised bosses at the Chan¬ 
nel-crossing company to shelve 
the “harmonising” of staff salaries 
proposal after union members vot¬ 
ed unanimously against it. 

In January this year, P&O had 
suggested the introduction of new 
salary scales which would bring 
staff contracts in line with other 
sectors of its business including 
North Sea and Irish Sea ferries 
which it also owns. 

Although the salaries for existing 
employees would stay the same, 
newly recruited seafaring staff 
would earn up to £7,000 less than 


their colleagues. A referendum was 
called earlier this year after several 
months of failed negotiations. 

Some 800 members of the RMT, 
employed at P&O’s Dover base, were 
asked to vote on the “harmonising” 
proposal. A total of 77 per cent voted 
against the idea in a result union 
bosses said showed a strong strength 
of feeling against the proposals. 

National secretary for the RMT 
Steve Todd believes now members 
have spoken, P&O should forget 
about the plans to harmonise the 
group’s salaries and respect the 
views of its workers if it wants to 
avoid strike action. 

He said: “There has been terrible 
uncertainty for 10 months now. 

“We have had the vote, we have 
the answer and we now need to 
move forward. 


“We need to get rid of any bad 
feeling that our members have had. 

“They do a brilliant job and pro¬ 
vide a brilliant service and that is 
what we need to get back to. 

“It’s the start rate of pay that peo¬ 
ple don’t like. Harmonising would 
mean that all new recruits would 
start somewhere between £5,000 
and £7,000 less than some people 
doing that job now, and our mem¬ 
bers didn’t want that. 

“They have voted no and you 
can’t argue with that. If P&O was to 
ignore what our members have said 
then the only way forward would 
be industrial action.” 

However, Irish Sea and North Sea 
ferries’ members voted in favour 
of the “harmonising” strategy, 
although the RMT described the 
decision as marginal. 


RMT general secretary Bob Crow 
added: “There is a need to move on 
now and reassure the workforce 
this dreadful period of uncertainty 
is over. 

“Harmonisation may well have 
suited our members in other ports, 
but it’s clear our members in Dover 
don’t want it.” 

The union is calling on the com¬ 
pany to respect the workers’ views 
and make a clear statement the 
matter will now be put to rest. 

A spokesman for P&O said the 
operator is continuing to consider 
its response to the trade union. 

He said: “We’ve three sectors to 
this company: North Sea, Irish Sea 
and short sea [Dover]. They devel¬ 
oped as individual companies with 

Continued on page 58 » 
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Training, courses & careers 


Thousands flock to 
university careers 
fair in hunt for jobs 



CROWDS : Employability Week was designed to help students find work 


NEARLY 2,000 students attended 
the University of Kent’s annual 
Careers Fair last week as more 
than 80 organisations from across 
the UK looked to tap into the 
emerging talent. 

It formed part of the university’s 
Employability Week which 
featured a host of events designed 
to prepare graduates for entering 
the working world. 

They included CV clinics, 
presentations from alumni, 
interactive workshops, speed 
networking events and practice 
assessment centres. 

But at its heart was the careers 
fair - the chance for students to 
come face to face with employers 


and find out exactly what they 
need to secure a job. 

Companies attending included 
the likes of Toyota, Coca Cola 
Enterprises, Sky and Fujitsu. 

Tim Reed, head of the univer¬ 
sity’s careers and employability 
service, said: “The university has 
developed a significant reputation 
among graduate recruiters as a 
place where students with skills, 
attributes and ideas can be found. 
Our students offer employers both 
academic qualifications and 
employability skills, together with 
a willingness and eagerness to 
learn. 

“The newly created Employabil¬ 
ity Week is testament to the 


university’s commitment to 
ensuring our graduates are 
equipped with the skills employ¬ 
ers are looking for when they 
move on from Kent and into the 
workplace.” 

Co-ordinated by the university’s 
careers and employability service, 
Employability Week involved a 
university-wide week of events to 


help students get experience and 
gain skills for work whilst they are 
studying. 

Other organisations represented 
at the fair included Pilgrims’ 
Hospices, Porchlight, Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Tesco, Arcadia, 
Easyjet, HM Revenue and Cus¬ 
toms, Royal Mail, Cisco, Barclays, 
AX A, the Royal Navy and Philips. 


Apprenticeship 
hunt powers up 

DUNGENESS B power station 
has started its search for the 
latest batch of new apprentices. 

The apprenticeship scheme 
will see youngsters taken on at 
each of the EDF Energy sites 
across the UK. 

In all about 70 apprentices, 
with around six from Dunge- 
ness B, will join the four-year 
scheme which, for the first two 
years, takes place at HMS Sultan 
- a training centre in Port¬ 
smouth. An open day to learn 
more takes place on Saturday, 
December 7. 

Uni secures cash 
for 193-bed site 

CANTERBURY Christ Church 
University has secured 
£15.7million funding to allow it to 
push ahead with the develop¬ 
ment of a 193-bed student 
accommodation scheme. 

The property is situated 
immediately behind its new 
library and student services 
building, close to the city centre. 

It will be ready in time for 
September 2015. 


it What is your business doing to help our young people? If you have a good news story email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or call 01303 817100. 


Jeweller set to shine in promo chance 


POPULAR Tunbridge Wells jeweller Payne & 
Son has been included in a list of 100 small busi¬ 
nesses to be featured in a UK promotional event. 

Started in 1870, the jewellers will take part in 
Small Business Saturday UK which highlights 
businesses offering discounts to local shoppers 
in the run-up to Christmas. 


Championed by shadow secretary of state for 
business innovation and skills, Chuka Umunna, 
the campaign looks to highlight small business 
success and encourage consumers to shop lo¬ 
cally. He said: “There has been enthusiastic sup¬ 
port from local authorities, which are critical in 
bringing community activities to life.” 



ARE YOU A VICTIM OF 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE? 


Call Girlings’ Medical 
Negligence Helpdesk on 
0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


Girlings 


www.girhngspersonahnjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 



High praise for port's new board 


SHIPPING and ports minister Stephen 
Hammond has praised Dover Harbour Board 
for its actions during the recent storm and its 
progress in developing the port. 

This follows the minister’s decision earlier 
this year to refresh the board through the 
appointment of three new non-executive 
directors with special responsibilities: Erik 
Ostergaard for port marine operations, Frank 
Martin for local partnerships and Bob Lane for 
regeneration. 

Mr Hammond praised the work that has 
been done by the new board in improving 
relationships with port users and “relaunching 
engagement” with the local community. 

He said: “I am keen Dover Harbour Board 


builds on the foundations put in place over 
recent months and ensures the port’s position 
as a significant part of our transport infrastruc¬ 
ture, both now and in the future. 

“There is more to be done to ensure that one 
of the UK’s major ports realises all possibilities 
of regeneration for the town and citizens of 
Dover. I intend to make sure this happens and 
that all parties are properly involved to 
achieve what we all want - a thriving Dover.” 

It has also been announced George Jenkins 
has been reappointed as the chair of Dover 
Harbour Board, taking effect on January 1. 

The minister has said he plans to visit Dover 
later this year to talk over the port town’s plans 
for the future. 


« Continued from page 58 

their own terms and conditions. But a decade 
ago we came together as one company, the P&O 
Ferries we know today. 

“What we want to do for future recruits is 
employ them on one set of terms - harmonised. 
KMI 


“The North Sea and Irish Sea sector RMT 
memberships have already agreed to the har¬ 
monisation proposals. 

“The company now has to consider the fact 
the Dover RMT membership are at odds with 
their North Sea and Irish Sea colleagues on this, 
and then respond to the union.” 
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Important lessons learned for 
both job seeker and employer 


Getting the right staff on board is never 
easy. Claire Press, senior manager at 
CCW Recovery Solutions LLP, based 
in Tunbridge Wells, shares her recent 
experience of trying to recruit an office 
assistant for the insolvency practice... 


IMPACT: A CV is a propective employee’s first opportunity to grab the employer’s attention - so make it error-free 


DUE to continued growth, CCWRS 
recently wished to recruit an office 
assistant to provide administrative 
support to the professional team in 
Tunbridge Wells and so placed an ad¬ 
vertisement in a local paper. 

The advertisement was booked for 
two editions in August and on the pa¬ 
per’s job website. Applicants were 
asked to respond by email with a CV. 

The first response was an email 
from a Derbyshire job website, for¬ 
warding a CV from someone looking 
for a sales position. Although they 
professed to be a perfectionist, their 
CV was far from perfect. 

In all, 210 applications were re¬ 
ceived. When reviewing the applica¬ 
tions, we wondered if there might be a 
favourite ‘CVs R Us’ website offering 
advice to the job seeker. 

Most applications received were 
from ‘team players who were also 
able to work on their own initiative’. 

There were many who, like the ini¬ 
tial applicant, professed themselves 
to be a perfectionist or prided them¬ 
selves on their attention to detail. 

Sadly, this was often belied by a CV 


littered with formatting errors and 
spelling mistakes. 

The CVs received included those 
from people who were not obvious 
candidates for an office role such as 
taxi drivers, security guards, hair¬ 
dressers, insurance salespersons and 
a beautician, who at least offered 
spray tanning to keep the staff happy 
in their lunch hour. 

People appeared willing to relocate 
from all over the country while we 
also had one lady from Singapore 
requesting an interview. 

Some of the covering emails were 
worse than the CVs. 

Many were written without regard 
for capital letters, and clearly had not 
been read through before pressing 
‘send’. 

Having been given the name of a 
female contact, emails were ad¬ 
dressed to “Dear Sir”, “to whom it 
may concern” or in one case “M’lady”. 

We made sure every applicant re¬ 
ceived an acknowledgement of their 
interest and subsequently an email 
informing them of the outcome. 

Many replied with gratitude that 


they had received a response of any 
sort. However, one unsuccessful can¬ 
didate made an aggressive phone call 
and intended to refer the matter to 
their MP. 

So, what did we learn from this ex¬ 


perience? Firstly, employers need to 
take the trouble to acknowledge un¬ 
successful applications. 

But perhaps more importantly, job 
seekers need to remember that a CV 
may be your only chance to tell an 


employer something about you that 
sets you apart from what could be a 
very large number of applicants. 

Make sure the CV, and your cover¬ 
ing email, are free from errors or you 
may go straight to a ‘no’ pile. 



Unlocking entrepreneurs 
spirit with city workshops 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 


A BOOT camp-style business day in Canterbury 
has been set up to help entrepreneurs, students 
and job seekers start their own companies. 

The StartMyBiz event, which runs from No¬ 
vember 18-23, offers support and advice for 
anyone looking to break into the world of busi¬ 
ness ownership and includes workshops and 
counsel from a group of commerce experts. 

Just some of the subjects being discussed at 
venues including the Beaney and Abode Hotel 
will be planning and growing your business; 
how to use effective networking; social and en¬ 
vironmentally sound concepts; as well as tips 
on pitching your business and finances. 

Local journalist Annie Sparks enlisted the 
support of StartMyBiz to help launch her online 
lifestyle magazine Chaleureuse last year. 

The creator of the magazine, which focuses 
on French cooking, design, interiors and gar¬ 
dens, believes the StartMyBiz seminars helped 
channel her ideas into a workable model. 


She said: “StartMyBiz has been a great help, 
both in terms of the one-to-one business advice 
I’ve received and the fantastic seminars they run. 

“I would advise any local start-up business to 
contact them. It’s free advice tailored to your 
needs and it’s great to have an outside opinion 
to make you realise your potential and turn 
your ideas into reality.” 

The event will also show off one of their suc¬ 
cess stories, “We Made It! ”, a retail brand which 
has now opened in Canterbury’s city centre. 

The brainchild of Emma Davies and Lucy 
Gates, the Burgate-based brand includes a stock 
of locally crafted products, providing a platform 
for local independent artists and crafters. 

Ms Gates decided to work for herself as part of 
her plan to overcome MS and says she is revel¬ 
ling in the freedom of being her own boss and 
making the big decisions for her business. 

She said: “Since becoming self-employed, 
working in the crafting community has allowed 
me to do something I love and to be a worth¬ 
while member of society; I feel I am no longer a 
statistic”. 

To register visit www.StartMyBiz.co.uk. 

KMI 


Why buy a colour or mono 
laser printer, when you can 
have one for pur - 



JLJ— L_ 


RINJ 

for the qimfity oj 'prhtl nm/ 


Yes that's right - a FREE printer! 


We'll provide you with a colour or 
mono laser printer, fully installed 
& maintained, all completely free! 
Simply register and agree to 
purchase your replacement 
consumables from us - simple! 
Visit our website to register or ca 
in to one of our branches today 


tel 01795 421463 web www.u-print.org 
email u-print@cwmidkent.co.uk 

Branches at Canterbury, Chatham, Maidstone, Sittingbourne & Strood 
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Promotional Feature 


Bromley College offers a 
new option for 14-year-olds 


Top of the Class 

There's a will and a way 
with Whitehead Monckton 

Whitehead {JP 
C?Mon£kton 

the Kent law firm 

PILGRIMS PARTNERSHIP: Garry Warman and Hannah Durston, of Whitehead Monckton 



WHITEHEAD Monckton was delighted to 
participate in the Pilgrims Hospices Will 
Writing Fortnight, which took place from 
Monday, October 21, to Friday, November 1. 

The private-client team in their new 
Canterbury office generously waived their 
normal fee to create or update wills in return 
for a donation to Pilgrims Hospices. 

Throughout the fortnight members of the 
team have raised more than £2,100 for this 
worthwhile cause. 

Pilgrims Hospices has been providing care 
and support free of charge to people with 
life-limiting illness, their families and carers 
for more than 30 years. 


Garry Warman, partner in charge of the 
private-client team in Canterbury, said: “As 
a new firm to the Canterbury area, it was 
a pleasure to be involved in raising funds 
and awareness for this local charity and to 
give something back to the local 
community”. 

As over 50 per cent of adults in the UK don’t 
hold a valid will, this sort of will-writing event 
for charity not only raises valuable funds but 
also helps to ensure that fewer people die 
without a will, with all the associated problems 
this can bring. 

To contact Whitehead Monckton’s 
Canterbury office, phone 01227 643250. 


SEPTEMBER 2014 sees the launch of Bromley 
College’s new 14-16 college, which will offer 
something completely new for young people. 

Students choosing their options can now 
study full-time with Bromley College. They will 
take GCSEs in key subjects 
including English, maths and 
science, alongside vocational 
qualifications such as 
construction, hair and beauty, 
engineering and motor vehicle. 

The benefits of enrolling at 
Bromley College include: 

• More individual support 

• Practical training facilities, 
including industry-standard 
working hair and beauty 
salons and a state-of-the-art 
technology centre 

• A range of free events 
ensuring that you will enjoy 
your time at college 

• Opportunities for work 
placements, increasing your 
chances of getting a job 

• Studying at a college graded 
‘Good’ with ‘Outstanding’ features by Ofsted 

Want to find out more? Then come to the 
college’s 14-16 Options Event on Saturday, 
November, 13, from 10am to midday. Don’t 
miss the welcome talks at 10am and 11am. 

If you can’t make it, you can express your 
interest by registering on the college website, 
www.bromley.ac.uk. 


There is also a Higher Education and 
Professional Courses Open Event on 
Wednesday, November 27, from 5pm- 
7.30pm, at which you can find out about the 
range of courses that can be studied flexibly to 
fit around your busy lifestyle. 

If you’re looking to progress 
straight to a higher-level 
course or to further your 
career, Bromley’s range of 
professional and higher- 
education courses is fully 
accredited, industry- 
recognised and available right 
on your doorstep. 

Bromley College is proud to 
work with the University of 
Greenwich and Canterbury 
Christ Church University, 
which means you can 
graduate with a university 
degree, and professional 
associations and chartered 
institutions such as ACCA, 
AAT, CMI, CILEx and CIPD. 
Subjects range from 
accounting and business to counselling, legal 
studies and science. 

After welcome talks from the Dean of Higher 
Education at 5.30pm and 6.30pm, you can 
meet tutors and find out about Bromley 
College’s range of courses. There will also be 
expert careers advice from the guidance team. 

Register for the event at www.bromley.ac.uk. 



STUDYFOR 



We offer a great range of university and professional courses that 
can be studied flexibly. Find out more: 

Higher Education & Professional Event 
Wednesday 27 November, 5pm - 7.30pm 


14-16 College 


Choose Skills not School 


Our new 14-16 College offers something completely new and exciting for 
young people. All students choosing their options can now study full-time 
with us and study a Vocational Course in Construction, Engineering, Hair 
and Beauty or Motor Vehicle alongside their GCSEs. Find out more - come 

to our Options Event on Saturday 23 November, 10am-12pm at our 

Bromley Campus. Don't miss the Welcome Talks at 10am & 11 am. 



‘Good 9 with ‘Outstanding Feature 


Ofsted 2013 


| OF FURTHER & HIGHER EDUCATION 

www.bromley.ac.uk | BrOmlSyCOLLEGE 
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Junior School feplWldren aged 7-11 
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Onen Dav for year 2 children Tuesday 3 December 2013 

H Tours at 9:30am. 1:30pm and 7:00pm 
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ONE CHILDHOOD: ONE CHANCE 

Upton Junior School 

Edge End Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2AH 

Tel: 01843 861393 

Headteacher: Mrs M Lewis 

Email: headteacher@upton.kent.sch.uk 

We would like to invite prospective parents and pupils to our Open Day on: 

Thursday 5th December 2013 at 10:30am, 

1:30pm & 6pm 

During our open day, you will have the chance to meet pupils and members of staff. 

Visit our classes and see for yourself the outstanding learning taking place. 

Our wonderful choir will perform throughout the day. 

We are a highly successful Junior School. We measure the success of what we do 
not just in academic achievement - although results in the national tests at 11 are 
consistently well above national averages - but in the atmosphere we foster, 
the care we take of each child and the opportunities we extend to all. 

Please visit our website at www.upton.kent.sch.uk 

Like us on Facebook - Upton Junior School, Broadstairs - 
Official Follow us on Twitter - @uptonjuniors 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 

It’s official: 

^ We are the highest achieving junior school in Thanet! 

t/ Twice as many children from Upton attend grammar school than from other Thanet schools. 

^ Our results consistently scored higher when compared to local, national and similar schools. 

Your child deserves the best - choose the best: 

Upton Junior School! 
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P E 


TOWN 

HALL 

PLACE 

CRAYFORD 


LIVE IN A 

CRAYFORD 

ICON 


A collection of fifteen one and two 
bedroom conversion apartments set 
within the iconic former Crayford 
Town Hall 

Elegant Edwardian-style period building 
High-end contemporary specification 
Less than 5°° metres from Crayford 
town centre and rail station 

London Bridge by train in 30 minutes 
Allocated parking 

HELP TO BUY AVAILABLE 


LAST APARTMENT 
REMAINING 


Marketing suite and show homes open daily IOam to 5p m 

020 8498 6009 

townhallplace@higginsho mes. co. uk 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENT AT 
£ 172,500 


(Help 
, v o Buy 

|L, www.higginshomes.co.uk 




Download 
homes24's 
iPhone & Android 
apps for FREE 


We have over 
17,000 homes for 
sale across Kent for 
you to choose from. 


LOOK LOCAL FIRST WITH 


homesA.co.uk 

your local property portal 


‘Source: homes24.co.uk database May 2012 
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AAAHHH! At almost every step of 
the conveyancing process there is 
the opportunity for delay 




A 










Patience vital link 
in property chain 


»If you would like to 
advertise in this section, 
please telephone 

01303 817000 

or email 

advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 

» See the county’s best 
homes for sale inside... 

Kent Life 


n 100s of homes 0j 
available for sale jjj 
or to rent at 

homesft.co.uk 



How long does the conveyancing 
process take? 

THE simple but rather unhelpful 
answer is: ‘as long as a piece of string’. 

If everything is in your favour - 
with a freehold property, no chain or 
finance required and the property 
empty or sold with ‘vacant possession’ 
- a conveyancing transaction can 
literally be wrapped up in a few days. 

At Fosters Law we have even been 
known to turn them around in less 
than 48 hours. 

However, unfortunately we don’t 
live in an ideal world and at virtually 
every step throughout the process 
there is an opportunity for delay. 

Searches and enquiries can raise 
issues that need clarifying. 

You may be ‘surprised’ to hear that 
banks and lenders can prove to be 
somewhat awkward and, 
particularly in these austere times, 
getting the blood out of the 
proverbial stone can prove very 
difficult. 

Then there is the chain, a common 
problem, where the ability to reach 
exchange and completion is out of 
your hands. The chain moves at the 
speed of the slowest party. 

So to get back to that ‘piece of 
string’. 

A general conveyancing 
transaction should on average take 
no more than five or six weeks to get 
from the point of initial instruction 
to exchange, and a further week or 
so from there to completion. 

You can assist this process by 
having all your ‘ducks in line’; 
complete and return paperwork to 


Solicitor 

tackles two 
questions this 
week. Firstly, he 
looks into the 
important process 
of conveyancing, 
before broaching 
the thorny matter 
of the dreaded 
property chain. 


your solicitor as promptly as possible 
and have your finance agreed in 
principle for the amount of the 
property you are looking to buy. 

Communicate with both your 
solicitor and estate agent. Be honest 
and, within realistic reason, 
demanding, too. You pay the bill, so 
let them know what you want. 

How can chains delay matters? 

AS I mentioned in last week’s article, 
delays in a property sale or purchase 
are more often than not caused by 
breakdowns in ‘the chain’. 

A property chain is quite simply 
where there are more than two 


parties involved and their sale and/ 
or purchases are interdependent, for 
example you are selling to someone 
who is in turn selling to someone, 
who is in turn selling to someone etc 
etc etc. 

Here, the old adage applies in that 
you are only as fast as the slowest 
member of the team; however, in this 
‘team’, not only do you have varying 
speeds but there will be different 
objectives, schedules and consequent 
levels of honesty. 

If you can appreciate the host of 
issues that can cause a delay to 
your own conveyancing transaction 
and multiply that by the members 
involved in the chain, and their 
many individual agendas, you can 
begin to understand why most 
multiple property transactions do 
not run smoothly and why property 
solicitors are greying or, like me, 
getting a little thin on top. 

It takes a huge amount of time, 
diplomacy and patience to progress 
chains. Like many solicitors, at 
Fosters Law, we employ a number of 
tenacious individuals just to do this. 

Finally, even when all parties are 
ready, it only takes one person to 
move the completion date or, even 
worse, pull out and the whole chain 
can collapse like a deck of cards. 

But more of that another time. 

It is not all doom and gloom, 
however, since although much of the 
chain is out of your hands, patience, 
honesty, organisation and a little 
persistence can help progress 
matters. Be realistic and talk to your 
solicitor and agent. 






is 

senior partner at 
FostersLaw. 

If you have a question 
relating to this or any 
other matter, simply 
Ask Ed’ by emailing 
him at asked@ 
fosters-law.co.uk 

67 High Street 
Herne Bay 
CT6 5LQ 

Tel: 01227 283634 
Web: fosters4aw.co.uk 


fosterslaw ' 1 
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STYLISH LOUISA GREY DESIGNED SHOW APARTMENTS 
NOW OPEN BETWEEN 10AM — 6PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK 


TELEPHONE 01634 890594 
POSTCODE ME44ZL 
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Lexus GS 


Price: 

from £31,495 

Driving appeal: Not yet driven 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

BMW 5 Series 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


Other view.. 


the Petrolhead 

It's much better looking 
than before and, despite 
the eco-babble, 
performance looks 
respectable. I'd need to 
drive it, though, for my 
final verdict 


the Woman Driver 

I simply don't like big 
saloons, though I'm 
impressed by the eco 
possibilities of the hybrid 
system and the car's 
more affordable luxury. 


the Eco-warnor 

I can't see the point of 
luxury barges like this 
but have to admit that 
the hybrid approach is a 
step in the 
right direction. 


Lexus playing deja 
vu with GS range 


IT feels like Lexus has launched its 
mid-size GS executive model twice 
this year. 

First we saw the car’s new look at 
the official launch in June, but Toyota’s 
luxury arm has thrown the dice again 
with a pivotal change to the line-up: 
the petrol-powered GS250 entry model 
is axed in favour of the tax-cheating 
300h petrol-electric hybrid as an 
alternative to the existing GS450h 
hybrid flagship model. 

It’s the first time Lexus has offered 
a choice of hybrids in a single body 
style and shows the Japanese marque 
taking the fight to the diesels of its 
German rivals, the BMW 5 Series, 
Audi A6 and Mercedes-Benz E-Class. 

That’s a big ask, but we’ve always 
said that hybrids work best in bigger 
cars where there is more capacity to 
carry the extra size and weight of 
two powertrains plus the electric 
motor’s battery packs. 

A pivotal moment for Lexus was 
when it recognised that it was 
pointless to offer its RX SUV with 
plain and thirsty petrol power 
when a hybrid could offer similar 
performance with superior economy 
- the RX never looked back and the 
range quickly became all-hybrid. 

Indeed, it makes you wonder why 
Lexus even bothered with the GS250 
unless it was to keep a cheap seat 


warm in the sector until the new 
GS300h arrived. 

Lexus says this model - from 
£31,495 and available to order now 
for January delivery - offers best-in¬ 
class benefit-in-kind rates of 13 per 
cent for company-car-drivers, 
potentially saving customers more 
than £2,000 on their annual tax bill. 

This comes from a 2.5-litre Lexus 
Hybrid Drive powertrain delivering 
C02 emissions from 109g/km and 
combined-cycle fuel consumption of 
up to 60.1mpg. 

If these figures get company-car 
user-choosers looking, then Lexus is 
confident that value-for-money 
specifications on the four equipment 
grades - SE, Luxury, F Sport and 
Premier - can then clinch the deal. 

Standard kit on the SE entry model 
includes 17-inch alloys, 10 airbags, 
electric steering-wheel adjustment, 
12-speaker sound system with DAB 
radio and DVD-player, cruise- 
control, parking sensors, xenon 
headlamps and electrically- 
adjustable, heated front seats. 

To dazzle with such a low entry 
price means that buyers must spend 
£3,990 to restore the obvious 
omissions, leather upholstery - also 
bringing heating/ventilation front- 
seat functions - and sat-nav to make 
accurate comparisons with key 


German rivals. 

Nevertheless, the GS300h still 
argues a strong case financially, 
while Lexus makes big claims about 
the car’s superior driving dynamics 
compared with the previous model, 
also making it more competitive with 
the German executive trio. 

Before people climb behind the 
wheel, though, prospective buyers or 
user-choosers will be struck by the 
new Lexus corporate front end, 
which made its debut on the new- 
generation GS in June, and by the 
overall look of the car. 

The big grille certainly makes the 
car stand out and, in sporty F Sport 
trim - also seen to effect on the 
newly-launched and smaller Lexus 
IS - Lexus has finally created the 
sort of on-road image to rival 
cars with BMW MSport, 

Audi S-Line, and Merc 
AMG add-ons. 

And though the 
new GS300h is very 
eco-friendly with 
low emissions - zero 
road tax in year one 
and £20-£30 
thereafter - and fuel 
consumption, it is no 
slouch... it will hit 
62mph in 9.2 
seconds. 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

m 
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The new GS 300h 



Representative Exampl 


AMAZING IN MOTION 

.4 


THE NEW 
LEXUS GS300H 
AVAILABLE TO 
ORDER NOW 


Model 

Term 

41 Monthly 
Payments 

Cash Price 

Finance 

Deposit 

Allowance 

Customer 

Deposit 

Amount of 
Credit 

Guaranteed 
Future Value/ 
Optional Final 
Payment 

Total Amount 
Payable 

Fixed Rate of 
Interest (per 
annum) 

Representative 

GS300hSE 

42 months 

£399.00 

£34,100.00 

£1,000.00 

£9,042.20 

£24,057.80 

£11,304.90 

£37,706.10 

3.05% 

5.9% APR* 


LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7PX 0844 822 6997 www.canterbury.lexus.co.uk 

LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TN2 3UY 0844 822 7058 www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


*59% APR Representative and £1,000 finance deposit allowance available over 42 months on a Lexus Connect (PCP) scheme with 0%-35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Only on new retail sales of GS 300h when ordered and proposed for finance between 10ctober 2013 and 7 January 2014, 
registered and financed by 31 March 2014 through Lexus Financial Services, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ at participating Lexus Centres. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer Terms and conditions apply, Excess mileage charge applies over 35,000 miles at 12 
pence per mile. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s, Lexus Centre are independent of Lexus Financial Services,, Model shown: GS 300h SE priced at £32,105 including optional metallic paint at £610. Price correct at time of going to print and includes VAX delivery, number plates, full tank of fuel, one 
year's road fund licence and £55 registration fee. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results, These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 


GS Series fuel consumption and CO 2 figures: urban 40.9 - 58.9 mpg (6.9 - 4.8 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 49.6 - 62.8mpg (5.7 - 4.5 l/IOOkm), combined 45.6 - 60.1 mpg (6.2 - 4.7 l/100km). 
CO 2 emissions 145 - 109 g/km. 



year 

TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


£209 0%APR 

per month" * w Representative* 


Finance 


per month' 




ALL NEW 

AU RIS 

TOURING SPORTS 
ICON HYBRID AT 
MOTORLINE 
TOYOTA 


Alloy wheels 
Air Conditioning 
Up to 76.3 mpg 
Rear View Camera 
DAB radio & Bluetooth 


Deposit Alloui/ance* 


Built in 

Britain 


For more information 
contact us on: 


Motorline Ashford 

Orbital Park, Ashford 
Kent TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
Kent, CT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 


Motorline Tunbridge VJL/ells 

Doiuding UL/ay, Tunbridge UL/ells, 
Kent, TN2 3UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 


motorline.toyota.co.uk 


Model shown is Auris Touring Sports Icon 1.8VVT-i Hybrid 5 door £21,495. Prices correct at time of going to press. *0% APR Representative only available on new retail orders of New Auris (excluding Active) when ordered between 1st October and 2nd December 2013 and registered and 
financed through Toyota Financial Services, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ before 31st March 2014 on a 3 year AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0-34% deposit. ''Payment shown is based on a 3 year AccessToyota contract with £4,901.80 customer deposit and £1000 
Finance deposit allowance and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Excess miles over 30,000 charged at 8p per mile. 
Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. 

Auris Range Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 34.9 (8.1) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 54.3 (5.2) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 78.5 (3.6). CO 2 Emissions 143g/km - 84g/km. 

The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results obtained through laboratory testing, are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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SPACE INVADER: Kia’s mini-MPV, the Venga, benefits from a spacious cabin but is let down a touch by the interior’s cheap fittings, even on top models 


Kia's mini 
spaceship 

Venga escapes the dumpy look that can 
afflict mini-MPVs and, as Steve Loader 
discovers, delivers much space and style 
plus typical Kia value and warranty 



IT’S a measure of Kia’s pace of 
development and ambition that we 
no longer think of it as a ‘never mind 
the quality, feel the width’ brand. 

Increasingly, good design and 
technology have become major 
reasons to buy a Kia as much as value 
and the Korean marque’s industry¬ 
leading seven-year/lOOk warranty. 

The latest Ceed family hatch and 
arresting Sportage SUV are 
particularly stunning examples of 
Kia’s advance under German design 
chief Peter Schreyer. 

This week’s test car, though, the 
Venga mini-MPV, is a more 
workmanlike execution - Schreyer’s 
first complete project after joining 
Kia - but no less worthy of a look. 

It arrived in 2010 to take on the 
original mini-MPV, Honda’s 
impressive Jazz, while also tilting at 
more exotic small people-carriers 
like the Citroen C3 Picasso. 

At first glance, you might not be 
impressed by the Venga as an 
alternative; it’s relatively plain and 
prices from £11,595 mean that it is 
not a rock-bottom bargain - 
understandably, Kia prices have 
risen as output has matured. 

Look again, though, and the Kia’s 
argument grows stronger. 

A spacious cabin is a must in this 
class, so the car uses a wide-tracked 
long wheelbase with short overhangs 
to deliver acres of interior within a 
compact on-road footprint while also 
endowing the best possible ride and 
handling. 

This could have led to an 
unforgivably dumpy look but is 
neatly disguised by large sweeping 
headlamps and a deep side crease, 
also mirroring the angle of the 
window line, which steals visual 
depth from the flanks and lowers the 
high roofline. 

The benefits of this clever packaging 
are seen inside: interior height, 
width and legroom are impressive 
and families will note the genuine 
three-seat rear bench with a flat 
floor across the entire car and good 
shoulder room for all. 

This means no discomfort for 
‘piggy in the middle’, while folding 
the rear seats flat liberates huge 
space, so you are buying an 
occasional van, too. There’s no spare 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


wheel, but that means a huge cache 
of extra space beneath the boot floor. 

In-car ambience is impressive, 
with lots of cabin glass and visibility, 
enhanced on the test car by a 
panoramic roof- the front part also 
sliding and opening - fitted as 
standard on flagship ‘3’ trim (from 
£15,685). 

The dashboard is also typically 
well arranged, with lots of handy 


stowage and a clear and easy-to-use 
infotainment screen. 

Unfortunately, all this good feeling 
about the cabin does accentuate 
some cheap fittings even on our 
top-of-the-range model, most 
notably the hard plastic on the 
armrest cappings. 

Out on the road, the Venga shows 
exceptional ability for a relatively tall 
car; little body-roll and good grip on 


Kia Venga 3 

Sat Navi. 6CRDi 

Price: £17,970 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Road tax: £30 (zero year one) 

Best rival: 

Honda Jazz 

Kent dealers 

Kia: 

Canterbury 

0845 1282861 

Maidstone 

0845 1264735 

Hidsons: 

Gillingham 

0845 1264778 

Gravesend 

0845 1285584 


the corners, decent ride and excellent 
low-speed manoeuvrability for town 
driving and parking. 

So far so good, but powertrain 
choice is critical with the Venga and 
as the 114bhp 1.6-litre diesel is 
preferred and only available on top 
spec ‘3’ you do need to fork out at 
least £16,975. 

This engine can be vocal and 
ragged, too, but delivers plenty of 
power when the car is fully laden, 
plus economy - the official combined 
fuel figure is 64.2mpg - and low 
emissions. 

I haven’t driven the 123bhp 
1.6-litre petrol version, but this might 
be the best alternative to the diesel: 
you’ll save some £1,300 on the 
upfront price and that will offset the 
lower mpg (47.9 combined) and also 
deliver the best Venga performance 
(0-60mph in 10.6 seconds). 

Favoured choice after that is the 
1.4-litre petrol entry unit - the 
lumpy 1.4 diesel option is best 
avoided even though it does offer 
good economy. 


Motoring news 



Qashqui reprised 

NISSAN’S game-changer, the 
Qashqai, has been remade to stay 
ahead of the wannabes. 

The second generation of the 
original crossover - part family 
hatch, part MPV and part SUV - 
arrives on February 1 aiming to beat 
the 2007 original’s two million sales. 

Not surprisingly, the new version 
is evolutionary rather than 
revolutionary but acknowledges the 
need for eco advances - there is a 
road-tax-exempt version offering 
99g/km of CO 2 emissions. 



A super Golf drive 

ORDER books are open for the 
most powerful production Golf yet, 
the 300PS (296bhp) Golf R, ahead 
of deliveries from March 2014. 

The new Golf flagship and halo 
model starts at £29,900 for the 
three-door model - five-door 
versions start at £30,555. 

The four-cylinder 2.0-litre 
turbocharged petrol engine from 
the Golf GTI has been fettled to 
deliver 0-62 mph in 5.3 seconds - 
4.9 seconds with optional DSG 
manual-auto gearbox. 



Advance in luxury 

LEXUS has added a new Advance 
flagship to its prestige full hybrid 
RX450h SUV range. 

Advance (£48,495) gets all existing 
Luxury grade features plus even 
more upmarket styling features, 
including a deep front-bumper, LED 
headlights with ‘see round corners’ 
technology, new seven-spoke 19-inch 
alloys and the choice of either fixed 
panoramic roof or electric sunroof. 

As with all RX hybrids, it has a 
petrol-electric hybrid powertrain 
delivering 4x4. 
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We will give you 



SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE ON 
SELECTED HYUNDAI MODELS 

Ally MAKE? Ally HfoPEL s Ally A6E 



PLUS 3 YEARS FREE SERVICING ON SELECTED MODELS 
& COMPETITIVE FINANCE AVAILARLE WITH DEPOSIT 
CONTRIDUTIONS, ASK FOR DETAILS 


Medway Hyundai Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

1-9 High Street, Chatham ME4 4EN -Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

01634 408408 www.hyundaiscrappage.co.uk HYLHIDHI 01892 520026 www.hyundaiscrappage.co.uk 

t Must have a minimum of 6 months MOT and be free from mechanical faults, Finance subject to status. Over 18’s only. Written quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. Guaranteed future value based on an estimated annual mileage of 6,000 miles per annum. 
Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply. Please call for details. 

Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5),Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), CO 2 Emissions 231 - 97 g/km. 
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Maidstone’s 

used car 

supermarket 
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BARNES 


AUTO 

STORE 


ri 



BuySure 


For added piece of mind, 
all our cars come RAC 
Buysure approved. 

There’s a great deal in store for you 



Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 
Dynamique TomTom 3dr 


928 miles 


Now 


9 


over 

300 


cars on site 


WE WANT 
YOUR PART 
EXCHANGE 
VERY BEST 
PRICES PAID 




60 Reg Ford Focus 
1.8 Titanium 5dr 


54,897 miles 

Only 

£7,325 



24,231 miles 

Only 

£6,995 


09 Reg 


Fiat 5001.2 
Lounge 3dr 


If you’re looking for choice, value and quality then Barnes Auto Store has to be on your 
shopping list. With over 300 used cars from just £1999, the Auto Store has a car for 
everyone. Add, affordable finance packages and generous part exchange allowances 
and the value becomes simply unbeatable. 


13 Reg Audi A1 1.4 TFSI Sport 3dr S Tronic 612 miles £15,935 

60 Reg Audi A31.6 Technik 3dr 20,744 miles £10,475 

60 Reg BMW 3 Series 318i M Sport 4dr 17,865 miles £13,565 

12 Reg BMW 3 Series 320d SE 4dr Step Auto 17,522 miles £21,165 

10 Reg BMW 3 Series 320i SE 5dr Step Auto 52,981 miles £11,855 

11 Reg Chevrolet Spark 1 .Oi LS 5dr 30,542 miles £4,585 

11 Reg Chevrolet Spark 1 .Oi LS 5dr 30,878 miles £4,195 

10 Reg Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive 5dr 30,055 miles £8,095 

10 Reg Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6HDi 16V VTR Plus 5dr EGS 45,007 miles £7,955 
09 Reg Fiat 500 1.2 Lounge 3dr 24,231 miles £6,995 

60 Reg Fiat Panda 1.2 Dynamic ECO 5dr 33,758 miles £4,665 

62 Reg Fiat Panda 1.2 Easy 5dr 8,088 miles £6,695 

10 Reg Ford C-MAX1.6 Zetec 5dr 34,046 miles £7,195 

62 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.25 82 Zetec 5dr 10,250 miles £10,025 

12 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.25 Edge 5dr [82] 30,908 miles £7,515 

12 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr [82] 30,399 miles £8,095 

10 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 5dr 27,321 miles £8,195 

10 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Econetic 5dr 57,156 miles £6,955 

61 Reg Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec 5dr 24,432 miles £10,895 



10 Reg Volkswagen 
Golf 1.6 TDM 05 S5dr 

45,878 miles 
Only 

£8,735 


61 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr 30,692 miles £10,495 

13 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr 5,210 miles £13,095 

10 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr [110] [DPF] 42,690 miles £7,775 

10 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 Titanium 5dr 24,379 miles £7,995 

10 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr 6,192 miles £7,935 

60 Reg Ford Focus 1.8 Titanium 5dr 54,897 miles £7,325 

60 Reg Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec 5dr 13,722 miles £8,545 

12 Reg Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5dr Powershift 30,341 miles £11,695 

10 Reg Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec 5dr Auto [Climate] 22,011 miles £6,425 

10 Reg Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec 5dr Powershift 28,104 miles £13,955 

12 Reg Ford Mondeo 1.6 EcoBoost Zetec 5dr [Start Stop] 33,537 miles £10,995 

62 Reg Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium X 5dr Powershift 24,765 miles £16,395 

12 Reg Hyundai i800 2.5 CRDi Style 5dr Auto 32,081 miles £13,785 

10 Reg Kia Picanto 1.01 5dr 26,463 miles £4,445 

12 Reg Kia Venga 1.4 2 EcoDynamics 5dr 33,780 miles £9,015 

60 Reg Land Rover Freelander 2 2.2 Td4 e GS 5dr 18,997 miles £16,865 

58 Reg Land Rover Freelander 2 2.2 Td4 S 5dr 18,565 miles £13,595 

10 Reg Mercedes Benz B-Class B180 CDI SE 5dr 19,959 miles £11,135 

60 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr 10,477 miles £9,885 

62 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr 2,571 miles £13,585 

10 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 [122] 3dr 30,916 miles £8,895 

60 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 [122] 3dr Auto 19,192 miles £10,465 

10 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 [122] Graphite 3dr 24,122 miles £8,595 

10 Reg Mini First 1.4 3dr 31,004 miles £7,195 

60 Reg Mini One 1.6 3dr 10,742 miles £9,795 

10 Reg Mitsubishi Colt 1.3 CZ2 ClearTec 3dr 50,256 miles £4,795 



10 Reg Mini Cooper 
1.6 Graphite 
[122] 3dr 

24,122 miles 
Only 

£8,595 


62 Reg Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta 5dr [Premium Pack] 13,234 miles £13,385 

62 Reg Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta 5dr [Premium Pack] 13,630 miles £13,785 

12 Reg Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 13,720 miles £12,765 

10 Reg Nissan Micra 1.2 N-Tec 5dr 32,797 miles £5,935 

13 Reg Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr 25 miles £9,995 

60 Reg Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec 5dr Auto 14,357 miles £8,095 

60 Reg Nissan Note 1.6 Tekna 5dr Auto 10,977 miles £8,095 

13 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] Acenta 5dr 2,094 miles £14,645 

11 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] Tekna 5dr 13,787 miles £13,625 

60 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi N-Tec 5dr 22,460 miles £11,465 

60 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 30,644 miles £12,755 

12 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.6 [117] N-Tec 5dr 30,509 miles £12,545 

62 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.6 [117] N-Tec+ 5dr 14,438 miles £13,935 

60 Reg Peugeot 207 1.6 HDi 92 Sport 5dr 20,244 miles £8,095 

10 Reg Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 110 S 5dr 23,233 miles £7,165 


10 Reg Renault Clio 1.216V Dynamique TomTom 5dr 30,226 miles £6,450 

60 Reg Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 86 Dynamique TomTom 3dr 28,928 miles £6,795 

10 Reg Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Privilege TomTom 5dr 33,424 miles £8,115 

60 Reg Renault Grand Scenic 2.0 dCi Privilege TomTom 5dr Auto 11,645 miles£11,035 

10 Reg Renault Megane 1.616V 1-Music 5dr 7,055 miles £7,145 

60 Reg Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom [106] 5dr 33,931 miles £7,595 



60 Reg SEAT Leon 2.0 
TDi CR FR 5dr 

20,452 miles 
Only 

£12,035 


60 Reg SEAT Ibiza 1.2 TSI Ecomotive Tech SE 5dr 17,367 miles £7,445 

62 Reg SEAT Leon 1.6 TDI CR Ecomotive SE Copa 5dr 17,632 miles £11,435 

60 Reg SEAT Leon 2.0 TDI CR FR 5dr 20,452 miles £12,035 

10 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.2 TS1105 SE 5dr 21,732 miles £7,195 

11 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Elegance 5dr 6,976 miles £8,295 

59 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.416V 3 5dr 24,248 miles £6,195 

10 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI CR 90 SE 5dr 24,409 miles £8,335 

12 Reg Toyota Avensis 2.0 D-4D TR 4dr 33,473 miles £11,645 

13 Reg Vauxhall Adam 1,2i Jam 3dr 5,301 miles £9,495 

13 Reg Vauxhall Adam 1,4i Jam 3dr 2,803 miles £9,645 

62 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.012V [68] ecoFLEX S 5dr [AC] 5,632 miles £6,195 

60 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.216V Design 5dr 7,162 miles £6,185 

13 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.3 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Tech Line 5dr 6,419 miles £13,095 

62 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1,4i 16V SRi 5dr 12,100 miles £9,735 

13 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite 5dr Auto 16,543 miles £13,295 

12 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V Exclusiv [115] 5dr Auto 13,261 miles £8,795 

11 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V SRi 5dr Auto 18,599 miles £9,085 

60 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 16V Exclusiv 5dr 53,985 miles £7,495 

60 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1,8i WT Design 5dr 8,031 miles £7,415 

60 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1,8i WT SRi 3dr 12,657 miles £7,745 

61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V SE [165] 5dr Auto 34,705 miles £9,055 

10 Reg Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V SRi 5dr Auto 33,295 miles £8,345 



13 Reg Nissan Note 
1.4 N-Tec+ 5dr 

25 miles 

Only 

£9,995 


13 Reg Vauxhall Astra GTC1.4T 16V Sport 3dr 25 miles £12,195 

13 Reg Vauxhall Cascada 2.0 CDTi SE 2dr 3,358 miles £17,185 

59 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.216V Active 3dr 30,820 miles £4,095 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active 5dr [AC] 2,314 miles £8,495 

13 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr [AC] 2,632 miles £8,195 

13 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr [AC] 25 miles £8,195 

13 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr 25 miles £9,695 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 3dr [AC] 12,300 miles £7,895 

12 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr Auto 19,236 miles £8,155 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXi 5dr [AC] 10,951 miles £8,035 

60 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1,4i 16V [100] SE 5dr 9,458 miles £7,435 

60 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1,4i 16V [100] SE 5dr Auto 12,448 miles £7,195 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V [100] SXi 3dr [AC] 12,172 miles £8,485 

60 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 1,6T 16V SRi 5dr 36,039 miles £9,055 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 1.8i 16V SRi 5dr 10,398 miles £9,895 

10 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite [160] 5dr Auto 62,954 miles £9,495 

09 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Nav [160] 5dr 47,547 miles £7,475 

12 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi [160] 5dr 31,655 miles £11,325 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Vx-line [195] 5dr 7,218 miles £15,965 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Vx-line Red [160] 5dr 6,548 miles £15,195 

62 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.3 CDTi Tech Line 5dr 8,877 miles £11,445 

61 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i 16V Exclusiv 5dr 15,899 miles £8,015 

11 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] Exclusiv 5dr 6,302 miles £9,135 

08 Reg Vauxhall Tigra 1,4i 16V Exclusiv 2dr 24,058 miles £5,795 

10 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.6i [115] Exclusiv 5dr 21,272 miles £7,195 

11 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design [110] 5dr 34,282 miles £9,075 

60 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Design [120] 5dr [Euro 4] 25,840 miles £8,865 

60 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Exclusiv [120] 5dr 27,579 miles £8,415 

62 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 CDTi [165] Tech Line 5dr Auto 8,717 miles £17,855 

62 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr 16,478 miles £16,195 

57 Reg Volkswagen Beetle 1.6 Luna 3dr 52,466 miles £5,975 

10 Reg Volkswagen Golf 1.4 TSi SE 3dr 20,601 miles £9,695 

09 Reg Volkswagen Golf 1.6 S 5dr 50,562 miles £7,695 

Volkswagen Golf 1.6 TD1105 S 5dr 45,878 miles £8,735 

62 Reg Volkswagen Polo 1.2 60 Match 5dr 5,100 miles £9,645 




BARNES 


AUTO 

TORE 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate, Maidstone ME15 9YF 

Tel: 08442 475 291 

barnesautostore.co.uk 

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 

*Subject to availability and terms and conditions apply, see barnesautostore.co.uk for further details. 

All vehicles with savings have been available at the higher price for a minimum of 10 days. 
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Kent on Sunday 


jobs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPH0NE:01303 817056 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Public Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


Media Sales Executive 

Ashford Office based 
Competitive Salary; 
plus bonus potential 



or email : 

employment@archant.co.uk 


To find out more : 
www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 


ARCHANT 


, Inspiring 
Communities 


spencer, A 


The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private 
hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed unit at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the 
following staff. 

BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER - Full time 

This position will be based at our Dover offices but travel to Margate and Ashford is an 
essential part of this role. Management Qualification and two years Management experience is 
essential. Excellent customer services and networking skills are also required for this role. 

To discuss this opportunity and benefits or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

David Osborne - Business Development Director on 01304 245942 

For job description and application form please contact: 

Mandy Oliver 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, Atina House, Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 

Telephone: 01304 245946 
Fax: 01304 207320 

E-mail: mandy.oliver@spencerhospitals.com 

Alternatively you can download an application form and job description from our 
website www.spencerprivatehospitals.com 

Closing date for applications 30th November 2013 

The Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer 
These positions are subject to a Data & Barring Service Disclosure check 



o 


X <jkl 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise here 
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The Duke of York's 
Royal Military School 

pH -Militify 

Co-educational boarding school 
in Dover, Kent 450 pupils aged 11-18 

Teaching Assistant 

We require an experienced Teaching Assistant 
who is flexible, patience and able to work 
with different special needs, with pupils with a 
statement & support other pupils. Candidates 
must have Math & English to GCSE Grade 
C or equivalent. Hours: 37 hrs per wk, 
Mon - Sat, term time only inc training days. 
Salary: Dependant on qualification. Closing 
date: Midday 28th Nov Interviews: week 

commencing 2 Dec 

An application form can be located on the 
school's website www.doyrms.com 
emailing reception@doyrms.com 
or 01304 245023 

The School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Candidates must be willing to undergo 
child protection screening appropriate to the post 
including checks with past employers and via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service. 


Career opportunities at MidKent College 

MidKent College are currently looking for people to join our busy 
Care and Community Service department at our Medway Campus. 
We currently have a vacancy within the following area: 


Sessional Lecturer in Health and 
Social Care -Ref:P054 

Salary: £20.26 - £31.64ph 

depending on qualifications and experience 

Location: Medway Campus 

Closing: 14/11/2013 


We are seeking a knowledgeable individual to deliver 
BTEC Health and Social Care programmes at various levels. 
The successful candidate will be flexible and adaptable in 
their teaching methods and have a current knowledge and 
practical experience of the Health and Social Care Industry. 
The applicants must have a relevant vocational/academic 
qualification and have or be willing to work towards, a 
teaching qualification. 

This position will be approximately 10-12 hours per week. 


To apply for this position please contact 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk for an application pack. 

The College is committed to safeguarding young people and 
vulnerable adults therefore any offer of employment will be subject 
to a DBS check. 




To advertise in this section 



01303817056 


Presland Care Ltd 

'Care Without Compromise' 

Gold Standard Provider (Medway Council) 2013 
Investors in People 2011 
We are looking to recruit 

Support Workers 

in the Medway and Maidstone area due to 
continued growth. 

Monday to Sunday (Alternate weekends) 
with hours to suit between 7am to 11pm. 
Car drivers with own transport 
and mobile phone essential. 

For an application pack contact 
Anita or Alison on 01634 823336. 
Good rates of pay and 
company essentials provided. 
Innovation Centre, Maidstone Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME59FD 


MOT Tester / Vehicle Technician 

Wanted for immediate start 


We are looking to recruit an MOT Tester to join our 
busy family run company in Chatham. 

You must be a fully qualified class 4 Smart Card holder. In addition 
, class 1,2,3 & 7 would be an advantage but not necessary. 

You must have a current driving licence, be aged 21 + and 
you will need to have good customer service skills. 

A CV will be required upon application. 

43 hrs per week including alternate Saturdays which is a 1/2 day. 
Salary £23,000 - £26,000 depending on experience 


Please contact the office manager on 

01634 406664 




Guardian Homecare 


Care workers 


All areas of Gillingham 


• Competitive rates of pay 

• Flexible working hours 

• FREE Training 

• 28 days’ paid annual leave (pro rata) 

• No previous experience necessary 

• Good written and spoken English 


Own transport is important 


Guardian Homecare is a leading 
provider of care support services 
to vulnerable older people and 
people with disabilities living in 
their own homes. 


For an application pack contact Frances 
on 01634 264 611 or email frances. 
sutherland@guardianhomecare.co.uk 
Guardian Homecare is an 
Equal Opportunities Employer. 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Licensing Act 2003 
Application for a Grant of 
a premises licence 

Chaps Grooming, 20a Lower Bridge 
Street, Canterbury CT1 2LG 

Notice is given that Karis Sandford has applied to 
Canterbury City Council for the grant of a premises 
licence for the above premises. The proposed licensable 
activities are: 

• The provision of recorded music between the hours of 
0900 and 2200 on any day 

• The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption on the 
premises between the hours of 0900 and 2200 on any day 
Any person wishing to make representations with 
regard to this application should contact the Licensing 
team at Canterbury City Council on 01227 862484 or 
by appointment with Canterbury City Council, Military 
Road, Canterbury Kent CT11YW. Between the hours of 
10 am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 

Representations must be made not later than 
Wednesday 11th December 2013 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


BE PART 


Refuse Transfer Station 
Fernfield Lane 
Hawkinge 
Folkestone 
CT18 7AW 

The Kent County Council (KCC) hereby 
provides notice of its intention to dispose 
of the above property after six months of 
the date of this notice. 

All enquiries are to be made in writing 
to the Disposals 
Department, KCC, 

Sessions House, 

Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XQ. 



PLANNING 


i Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for a New Premises 
Licence 


of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 


Name of Applicant: Wendy Eadsforth. 

Premises: Monkshill Farm Shop & Cafe, Monkshill Road, 
Waterham, Faversham, Kent ME13 9EH. 

Proposed Licensable Activities: Live Music, Recorded 
Music, Performance of Dance, Late night refreshment 
(indoors and outdoors) & supply of alcohol (on and off 
premises): Monday-Saturday 10.00-00.00, Sunday 10.00- 
23.30. Opening hours: Monday 10.00-00.00. 

Date of notice 31st October 2013. 

Any objections to this application must be made in writing 
to: The Licensing Department, Swale Borough Council, 
Swale House, East Steet, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3HT. 
Objection must be received within 28 days of the date of 
this notice. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application, any person 
who makes a false statement is liable, on summary 
conviction, to a maximum fine of £5,000. 

Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 





Advertise here 
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PLANNING 


2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 02 DECEMBER 2013 
SW/13/1190: 

Construction of Oak-framed garage and two open fronted parking 
bay. Relocation of entrance gate (new fencing to be installed at 
boundary where existing gate is removed) and formation of new 
access and excavation of soil around the proposed garage and 
construction of retaining wall (stone-filled gablons)-The Cart 
Lodge, Chaffes Lane, UPCHURCH; REASON 2 
SW/13/1225: 

Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 4 apartments - 
The Old Fire Station, Rear of 23-33, Crown Road, Milton Regis, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 1 
SW/13/1230: 

Demolition of an existing garage and erection of a new brick 
garage, timber framed mower store and covered log store-The 
Vicarage, Vicarage Road, MINSTER; REASON 2 
SW/13/1260: 

Listed Building Consent to create an ensuite bathroom within 
existing top floor bedroom. Create opening in roof (between 2 
existing exposed timbers) overlooking rear of property. Insert 
a conservation rooflight-6 Abbey Street, FAVERSHAM; 

REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/1311: 

Retrospective consent for the siting and over-winter storage of 
seasonal workers’ caravans and kitchen-Land rear of 142 to 146 
The Street, BOUGHTON; REASONS 1,2 & 4 
SW/13/1315: 

Listed Building Consent for replacement of defective ground 
and first floor sash windows to front elevation of residential 
dwelling-6 Gatefield Lane, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/1327: 

Listed Building Consent to dry line internally north west and 
south west walls-Primrose House,Primrose Lane,BREDGAR; 

REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/1328: 

Reserved matters of layout, scale, appearance and landscaping 
relating to the proposed erection of 224 dwellings, together with 
access, parking, open space and landscaping-Land at Watermark, 
Staplehurst Road, SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 3 & 4 
SW/13/1354 & 

SW/13/1355: 

Extension at south & north end. Reinstatement of original front 
door, original staircase and doorway under central tie beam. New 
ground floor opening between front and back rooms. Removal of 
ground floor bathroom, additional 1st floor bathroom, windows 
to east elevation at first floor-Saffery Farm House, Owens Court 
Road, SELLING; REASON 2 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


To advertise in 
this section 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 


13/03223/FULMC Hare & Hounds 95 Bidborough Ridge, Bidborough 

- Part Retrospective - Single-storey ground floor extensions; Revised escape staircase from first 
floor flat over proposed extension; Detached double garage with bin store and lean-to log store; 
Timber decking; Landscaping to rear garden (CA) 

13/02779/HOUSE Ashmede Crook Road, Brenchley 

- Single storey rear addition (LB) 

13/03104/LBC 1 Tippens Close Cranbrook, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Remove and replace suspended timber floor in lounge. Expose damp 
walls, remove damp plasterboard/access infested timbers (works commenced) (LB) 

13/02974/FULL 18 St Johns Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Extension of existing retail premises to form 3 new dwellings at upper levels (CA) 

13/03217/HOUSE Kilnwood Church Road, Goudhurst 

- Minor Material Amendment to Planning Permission TW/13/00919/HOUSE: Loft conversion with 
two dormer windows and four velux rooflights. Ground floor extension to garage with first floor 
overbuild extension and loft room - Removal of dormers on front elevation; reduction in height to 
the overbuild extension to garage and consequential removal of the loft room; high level window 
added to South West elevation in master bedroom to loft conversion and velux in gambrel of North 
West elevation (CA) 

13/03247/LBC Middle Cottage North Road, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Loft conversion with dormer windows at rear (LB) 

13/02884/FULL Gills Green Farm Land & Buildings Wellington Road, Hawkhurst 

- Demolition of sheep shed and removal of other buildings and containers previously used for 
a dried flower business. Conversion of a barn to a live/work unit. Development of stables and 
ancillary storage. Change of use of land to equestrian use. Associated parking and landscaping 
proposals (works commenced) (LB) 

13/02426/HOUSE Kirkins Farmhouse Maidstone Road, Horsmonden 

- Single-storey sunroom extension and replacement joinery (LB) 

13/03163/FULL Remingtons Farm Land And Buildings Lamberhurst Road, Horsmonden 

- Minor Material Amendment in relation to TW/13/00402 - demolition of hop picking machine 
shed. Change of use and conversion of oasthouse to dwelling including alterations to stowage 
roof, double pitch over main cooling floor, new fencing, gates and detached double garage and 
garden store - additional windows in west elevation (LB) 

13/03251/FULL Old Farm Lamberhurst Quarter, Lamberhurst 

- Change of use of redundant farm building to single dwelling for Mr And Mrs Champneys (LB) 
(PROW) 

13/03254/HOUSE 19 Frant Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Single storey rear extension (CA) 

13/02957/FULL Catholic Church Hall Lower Green Road, Pembury 

- Single-storey new Parish community room (CA) (LB) 

13/03162/FULL 37 Hastings Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Change of use of the second floor to provide owners own residential accommodation with a 
guest room on the first floor ancillary to second floor accommodation. Conversion of two rooms 
on ground floor into one room to provide a family room (CA) 

13/03165/FULL 37 Hastings Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Change of use of the rear ancillary house to provide a breakfast room for use by the 6 room main 
bed and breakfast guest house along with two bedrooms with multiple occupation on the first 
floor (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications (MAST) 
Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 


You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 


James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI 1RS 

Dated: 16 November 2013 


Tunbridge \ 
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DOVER 

miT*i<7T 

COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/13/00866 Erection of a detached garage/workshop and 1.8m high fencing 
(existing garage to be demolished) 

Copthorne, Dover Road, Guston, Dover, CT15 5EN ARW 

DOV/13/00935 Erection of roof extensions and conversion of garage to habitable 
room 

Carmel, 66 Stonehall Road, Lydden, CT15 7JU ARW 

DOV/13/00898 Erection of four dwellings and creation new vehicular access and 
parking 

Land at Elm Farm House, Archers Court Road, Whitfield, 

CT16 3HX ARW 


DOV/13/00875 
DOV/13/00900 

DOV/13/00901 

DOV/13/00903 

DOV/13/00905 

DOV/13/00906 
DOV/13/00907 


DOV/13/00914 

DOV/13/00927 

DOV/13/00937 
DOV/13/00934 

DOV/13/00799 


Installation of replacement windows and door with upvc 
Nonington Village Hall, Easole Street, Nonington, CT15 4HACAF 

Erection of a rear extension (orangery) (existing conservatory to be 
demolished) 

Nahanie House, Church Road, Coldred, Dover, CT15 5AQ CON 

Formation of a new opening with glazed entrance doors, handrails 
and wall 

Bell Hotel, Upper Strand Street, Sandwich, CT13 9EF LCN 

Change of use of part of ground floor and first floor to pharmacy 
and associated storage 

Eastry Pharmacy, The Cross, Eastry, Sandwich, CT13 0HQ CON 

Change of use and conversion of upper floors to three self 
contained flats 

26 Castle Street, Dover, CT16 1PW LCN 

Conversion of upper floors to three self contained flats 
26 Castle Street, Dover, CT16 1 PW LCN 

Demolition of existing buildings to provide 7429m 2 of retail (A1) 
floorspace in 2 main blocks together with 2472m 2 of cinema (D2) 
floorspace, 1060m 2 of restaurant (A3) in separate block, 362m 2 
of restaurant (A3/A4) in a further block and 44m 2 of retail (A1) in a 
kiosk to Flying Florse Lane, together with associated car parking, 
highway works and landscaping at St James Site (DTIZ) generally 
between Townwall Street, Castle Street/King Street, Russell Street, 
Woolcomber Street and including land fronting Flying Florse Lane 
St James’s Site (DTIZ) between Townwall Street, Castle Street, 
King Street, Russell Street, Woolcomber Street, Dover MLC 
Erection of a wind turbine with a maximum tip height of 100m 
and associated infrastructure comprising of a turbine foundation, 
crane hardstanding, two electrical equipment kiosks, temporary 
construction compound and ancillary infrastructure 
Barville Farm, Barville Road, Tilmanstone, Deal, CT15 5BQ MER 
Erection of a single wind turbine with a maximum tip height of 
100m and associated infrastructure comprising turbine foundation, 
crane hardstanding, two electrical equipment kiosks, temporary 


construction compound and ancillary infrastructure 

Land at Thornton Lane, Eastry, Sandwich, CT13 0ET MER 

Installation of three replacement sash windows 

3 Victoria Park, Dover, CT16 1QR LCN 

Erection of a two storey rear extension, single storey side extension 
and construction of a vehicular access 

Jasmine Cottage, Moat Lane, Ash, Sandwich, CT3 2DG SLC 

Division of the property into three separate units, erection of a rear 
extension and internal alterations 

97 & 97 A High Street, Wingham, Canterbury LCN 


Reason for Advert Codes:- 

CON - Within Conservation Area LCN - Listed Building in a Conservation Area 
ARW - Affects a Public Right of Way CAF - The proposal affects a Conservation Area 
MLC - Major development to affect a Listed Building & Conservation Area 
MER - Major development, affects a Public Right of Way and is accompanied by an 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
SLC - To affect setting of a Listed Building & Conservation Area 
Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.aov.uk/planning 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 


Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/13/1541/S -WILLOWS, HOWLAND ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9EP-Outline 
application for a two storey dwelling with all matter reserved for future consideration. Reason: 9 
MA/13/1621/S - GAIN HILL YARD, CLAYGATE ROAD, YALDING, KENT - Outline application for 
demolition of existing buildings and hard standing at the former scrap yard and erection of 2 two 
storey dwellings with garages and access. All other matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale) reserved for future consideration. Reason: 9 

MA/13/1771/N - BRUNGER FARM, CRUMPS LANE, ULC0MBE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1EU - Listed 
Building Consent for removal of existing single storey rear extension, construction of a two storey rear 
extension and internal alterations, including removal of a staircase and internal walls. Reason: 3 
MA/13/1795/N - 8, NETHERMOUNT, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4FE - Loft conversion 
with dormer window to rear elevation, and rooflights to front and side elevations. Reason: 2 
MA/13/1829/S - BLY COURT MANOR, CHAPEL LANE, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 OAN - 
Listed Building Consent for replacement windows and door. Reason: 3 
MA/13/1831/S - HILL PLACE, LINTON HILL, LINTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 4AL- New entrance 
gates and walling and adjustment to access. Reason: 1 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3-Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1pm). Any representations should be 
made in writing to me by no later than 1st December 2013, quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 17th November 2013. 
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PLANNING 


HIGHWAYS - in the city of 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (HERNE BAY) (TRAFFIC REGULATION 
AND STREET PARKING PLACES)(AMENDMENT NO 3) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL propose to make 
the above Order under sections I (I), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(I) and (2), 32(I), 
35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of 
all other enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of 
police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act. 

The effect of the Order is to amend the Kent County Council 
(Canterbury) (Traffic Regulation and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) 
Order 2013 by introducing new or varying existing parking and waiting 
restrictions on the following lengths of road in Herne Bay: 

Sea Street: 

Extend the double yellow lines outside Thwaytes Court and No 25 Sea 
Street 

Full details are contained in the draft order which, together with a 
statement of the council’s reasons for proposing to make the order, a map 
showing the location and effect and a copy 

of any orders which will be amended by the proposed order, may be 
examined at the Canterbury City Council Offices in Military Road, 
Canterbury or William Street, Herne Bay during normal office hours. 

If you wish to object to the proposed order you should write, stating the 
grounds for your objection, to the Transportation Manager, Canterbury 
City Council, Military Road, Canterbury, CTI IYW. 

Alternatively you may email your response to richard.jenkins@ 
canterbury.gov.uk Your submission must be received by noon on 

Monday 25 November 2013. 

If you have any questions concerning the proposed order or require 
further information please email the city council’s Transportation 
Environment Team or telephone 01227 862 544 Monday to Friday 
8.30am to 4.30pm. 

This Notice is published on behalf of 
Kent County Council 
Highways and Transportation 
Enterprise and Environment 
County Hall 
Maidstone MEI4 2XQ 



Planning applications 


A* 


Folkestone 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/1118/SH# - GJB Autos North Street New Romney Kent 
TN28 8DW - Change of use and conversion of garage (Class B1) 
to a single dwelling. 

Y13/1120/SH+ - Port Lympne Aldington Road Lympne Kent 
CT21 4PD - Erection of a replacement education centre building. 
Y13/1104/SH - 3 The Avenue Hythe Kent CT21 5NJ - Crown 
reduction of a Sycamore tree situated within a conservation area 
comprising the reduction in height by 3 metres and reduction of 
laterals by 1.5 metres 

Y13/1137/SH - Elham Manor The Row Elham Canterbury Kent 
- Crown reduction back to previous points of a Maple and a 
Hornbeam tree, both subject of Tree Preservation No. 1 of 1996 
Y13/1130/SH - 7 Earls Avenue Folkestone Kent CT20 2HW - 
50% reduction in height of a row of trees situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y13/1149/SH - Skylarks Madeira Road Littlestone New Romney 
Kent - Crown reduction and re-shape of two Ailanthus altissima 
trees situated within a conservation area comprising an overall 
reduction by a maximum of 3.5 metres 

Y13/1139/SH - Quince Tree Cottage Hillside Street Hythe Kent 
CT21 5EW - Erection of part two storey, part single storey side/ 
rear extensions, together with formation of lower ground floor 
living accommodation, alteration to the vehicular access and 
other external alterations. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning@ 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 
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Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/00868/FUL: 190 Wincheap, Canterbury, CTI 3SE Demolition of existing building and construction of three and four storey development 
comprising of 2 three bedroom houses, 7 one and two bedroom apartments and one 50 square metre ground floor retail unit (use class A1 & A2) 
pedestrian and vehicular access, 5 parking spaces, cycle parking, bin storage and amenity space. Applicant: Kent and Sussex Properties 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/01227/FUL: Land rear of 34 to 46 Canterbury Road, Herne, CT6 7HR Development consisting of the erection of five dwellings and a 
communal parking court design. Applicant: Mr Trapella Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/01267/FUL: Sandybank Farm, Old Tree Road, Hoath, CT3 4LE Erection of detached bungalow. Applicant: Miss Crystal Ford 

Reason: Contrary to the development plan. 

CA//13/01599/FUL: Upper Thruxted Farm, Penny Pot Lane, Petham, CT4 7HA Conversion of stable building into dwelling incorporating 
increase to roof height and single-storey extension and provision of garden area. Applicant: Ms H Rabbatts Reason: Contrary to the 
development plan. 

CA//13/02058/FUL: 41 Victoria Street, Whitstable, CT5 1JA Removal of existing wooden sash windows and replacement with wood grain effect 
double glazed upvc sash windows. Applicant: Mr N Van Zon Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02059/FUL: Unit 1 to 2, Marlowe Arcade, Canterbury, CTI 2TE Internal refurbishment of the existing building to convert it into a new 
Primark store. This will include some external alterations at ground floor level, namely: an extension of the shop front in the corner at the junction 
of Rose Square and Rose Lane; a new public entrance on Rose Square; and a new shop front on Marlowe Arcade. Apart from these alterations, all 
the existing external materials of the building will be maintained, with localized cleaning and redecorations. Applicant: Primark Stores 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02061/ADV: Unit 1 to 2, Marlowe Arcade, Canterbury, CTI 2TE One projecting internally illuminated ‘bus stop’ sign. Five horizontal 
internally illuminated fascia signs. Applicant: Primark Stores Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02067/FUL: 4 Oakleigh Lane, Bekesbourne,CT4 5EB Proposed two-storey side extension and internal alterations including a new 
glazed link and principle access to dwelling. Applicant: Mr M Wright Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02068/FUL: 11 Upper Bridge Street, Canterbury, CTI 2NA Reinstating door by replacement of window. Applicant: Mr A Watson 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02074/TPO: 62/64 The Street, Kingston, CT4 6JQ Reduce Sycamore tree subject to TPO No 5 of 1996. Applicant: Mr N Hayes 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02076/ADV: St Dunstans Dental Practice, 55 St Dunstans Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BS Externally-illuminated hanging sign. 

Applicant: Nick Hobbs Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02077/LB: 11 Upper Bridge Street, Canterbury, CTI 2NA Reinstating door by replacement of window. Applicant: Mr A Watson 
Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/02084/FUL: 12 Grasmere Road, Chestfield, CT5 3LX Front entrance porch, single-storey extension and balcony to rear. 

Applicant: Mr Andreev Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02085/FUL: 32 and 33 High Street, Canterbury, CTI 2RY Amalgamation of two commercial units to form a single Class A1 retail space 
with new shopfront. Applicant: AXA Insurance PLC Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02090/FUL: 1 Barn Cottages, Summer Lane, Tyler Hill, Hackington, CT2 9NJ Extension to front, side and rear of dwelling. 

Applicant: Green Lane Construction Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02091/FUL: Debenhams, 3-9 Guildhall Street, Canterbury Install new external mechanical plant at rear flat roof. 

Applicant: Debenhams Store Development Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/02092/LB: Debenhams, 3-9 Guildhall Street, Canterbury Install new external mechanical plant at rear flat roof. 

Applicant: Debenhams Store Development Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/02093/LB: Debenhams Pic, Guildhall Street, Canterbury, CTI 2JG Infill to redundant staircase to basement area, new changing rooms 
at area with possible historical beams. Applicant: Debenhams Store Development Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/02095/VAR: The Forge, Sea Wall, Whitstable Variation of condition 01 (hours of opening) in respect of planning application 
CA/10/00613/FUL for the change of use from light industrial/storage to A3 (cafe) use with consequential improvement works. 

Applicant: Whitstable Oyster Fishery Co. Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 9 December 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 15 November 2013 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 (AS AMENDED) 
KCC/SW/0282/2013 - Proposed development at 
Land at Rushenden Road, Queenborough, Kent, 
ME115HN. 

Sheerness Recycling Ltd is applying to Kent County 
Council for planning permission for construction 
and operation of a Secondary Aggregates Recycling 
Facility comprising sorting, crushing and screening 
of selected inert construction and demolition wastes 
to produce secondary aggregates, blending of 
materials to generate soils, salt storage (seasonal) 
and construction of a temporary screening bund for a 
temporary period of three years. 

You may view this application at Swale Borough 
Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, 
Kent, ME10 3HT. 

Alternatively, details of the application can be 
viewed on Kent County Council’s website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices in 
Maidstone at the address below during all reasonable 
office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing 
to Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this notice. 
Please quote the application reference number and 
note that comments may be drawn to the attention of 
Council Members, the applicant and other interested 
persons and may include publishing on the Borough 
Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 17 November 2013 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AU63 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH AU63 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpath AU 63 , between its junction with The Street 

and its junction with Public Footpath AU 62 from the 

25 th November 2013 . 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 

The path is to be closed because works to improve water 
supply to the hospital are to be carried out and there is 
a likelihood of dangerto users. 

There are no alternative routes. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Faye Faiers 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 
CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH CC45 
IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH CC45 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath CC 45 , 
between its junction with St Augustines Road and its 
junction with Byway CC 41 from the 11 th November 2013 . 
The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 
February 2014. 

The path is to be closed because resurfacing works 
are planned on it and there is a likelihood of dangerto 
users. 

The alternative route is via St Augustines Road and 
Byway CC41 will be signed for the duration of the 
closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Melvyn Twycross 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF DOVER 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH ER4 
IN THE PARISH OF RINGWOULD WITH KINGSDOWN 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH ER4 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpath ER 4 , between its junction with The Rise and 
its junction with Upper Street from the 25 th November 
2013 . 


The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 
February 2014. 

The path is to be closed because resurfacing works are 
planned and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 
The alternative route is via The Rise, St James Rd and 
UpperStreet and will be signed forthe duration of the 
closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Melvyn Twycross 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF SEVENOAKS 
AND BOROUGH OF TONBRIDGE 
AND MALLING 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 
CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS SR430 & MT46 
IN THE PARISH OF LEIGH AND HILDENBOROUGH 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS SR430 & MT46 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpaths SR 430 &. 
MT 46 , between the junction with Public Footpath SR 431 
west of the A 21 and the junction with Public Footpath 
MT 47 east of the A 21 from the 14 th November 2013 . 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 

The path is to be closed because the footbridge over the 
A21 has been damaged by a road traffic accident, and is 
undergoing repair work. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Nicky Biddall 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 
THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH MR556 (PART) AT EAST PECKHAM) 
PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 
STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2013 

The above named Order made on 28th October 2013 
under Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 will divert 
the entire width of that length of public footpath 
numbered MR556 which commences at NGR TQ 6547 
4776 (point A on the Order plan) 4.5 metres to the west 
of the property know as The Wagon Lodge, and runs 
east for 47 metres directly to the north of The Wagon 
Lodge, then south-east for 28 metres at NGR TQ 6554 
4775 (point B on the Order plan); it will add a new length 
of public footpath numbered MR556 which commences 
at the aforementioned point A and runs north for3i 
metres, north-east for 45 metres, south for 32 metres 


and then south-east for 32 metres to the 
aforementioned point B. The path has a width of 2.0 
metres between points A-C-D, 1.4 metres between points 
D-E with a pinch point of 1.2 metres just south of point D 
where a small tree protrudes slightly onto the path, and 
1.7 metres between points E-B. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order and the Map have been placed and 
may be seen free of charge at the Offices of Tonbridge 
81 Mailing Borough Council, Gibson Building, Gibson 
Drive, West Mailing Kent, ME19 4LZ or at the Kent 
County Council, PROW 81 Access Service, Invicta House, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME141XX, during office hours. Copies 
of the Order and Map may be purchased there at the 
price of £5. 

Any representation about or objection to the Order may 
be sent in writing to Mrs Maria McLauchlan at the Kent 
County Council (address as below). (Tel: 01622 696871 ) 
(email: maria.mclauchlan@kent.gov.uk) not later than 
16 th December 2013 . Please state the grounds on which 
they are made. 

Please note that objections/representations cannot be 
treated as confidential and may come into the public 
domain. Copies of any objections or representations 
received may be disclosed to interested parties, 
including the Planning Inspectorate where the case is 
referred to it for determination. 

If no such representations or objections are duly made, 
or if any so made are withdrawn, the Kent County 
Council may confirm the Order as an unopposed Order. 

If the Order is sent to the Secretary of State forthe 
Environment for confirmation any representations and 
objections which have not been withdrawn will be sent 
with the Order. 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 

CLOSE PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY HM178A 

IN THE PARISH OF NEWCHURCH 

PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY HM178A 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Bridleway HM 178 A, 
between its junction with Newchurch Road and its 
junction with Public Footpath HM 186 from the 7 th 
November 2013 


The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The path is to be closed because of dangerto users due 
to surface deterioration. 

The alternative route for pedestrians is via Public 
Footpath HM186, and will be signed forthe duration of 
the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Edward Denne 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 



PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF THANET 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH TB36 
IN THE PARISH OF BROADSTAIRS AND ST PETERS 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH TB36 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpath TB 36 , between its junction with Dumpton Park 

Drive and Ramsgate Road on the 25 th November 2013 . 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 

The path is to be closed because works are planed near 
it and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via, Ramsgate Road, West Cliff 
Road and Dumpton Park Drive and will be signed forthe 
duration of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Michael Ellis 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 14 lXX Dated: 17 th November 2013 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way and Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
orvisitwww.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 



YOUR PUBLIC IS OUR PUBLIC 


To place your legal notices 

call 01303 817056 


or email sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 

archant|kos media 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


KENARDINGTON LEVEL CROSSING, KENARDINGTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow level crossing maintenance works to be carried 
out, Kent County Council intends to make an Order to 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on Kenardington 
Level Crossing, Kenardington. 

Snargate Road / Hogg Lane will be closed at the level 
crossing. 

Overnight closures are planned on Tuesday 3 December 
and Wednesday 4 December 2013. 

Both closures are from 23:30 hours through until 05:30 
hours each night. 

The alternative route is via Hogg Lane, Arrowhead Lane, 
Church Road, B2067 Kenardington Road, Appledore 
Road, Church Lane, Kenardington and Snargate Road. 


LONG HILL, CHILHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow safe access to phone cables in the carriageway 

to restore customer service, Kent County Council has 

made an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on 

Long Hill, Chilham. 

Long Hill will be closed between the junctions with 
Maidstone Road and New Cut Road. 

The closure is planned for Monday 18 November 2013 for 
up to 1 day, between 09:30 hours and 15:30 hours. 

The alternative route is via A252 Maidstone Road and 
New Cut Road 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


CALAIS HILL, TYLER HILL, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION 

OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 

prohibit through traffic on part of Calais Hill, Tyler Hill, 

Canterbury. 

A closure is planned to commence from 2 December 
2013 for up to 3 weeks, with the possibility of an 
additional week’s closure from 6 January 2014, subject 
to progress with the works. 

Calais Hill will be closed from the junction with 
Canterbury Hill as far as the vicinity of no. 9. 

The alternative route is via Wood Hill, Hackington Road 
and Link Road. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours 


CHARTHAM HATCH LEVEL CROSSING, CHARTHAM, 

CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY 

ORDER NOVEMBER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow level crossing maintenance works to be 

carried out, Kent County Council has made an Orderto 

temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Chartham 

Hatch Level Crossing, Chartham, Canterbury. 

Hatch Road, Chartham will be closed in the vicinity of 
the level crossing. 

The planned closure is from Saturday 23 November 
at 02:00 hours through until Monday 25 November at 
04:00 hours. 

The alternative route is via A28 Ashford Road, Howfield 
Lane, Town Lane and Hatch Lane. 


KENT STREET, WHITSTABLE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs and the installation of 

dropped kerbs, Kent County Council has made an Order 

to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Kent 

Street, Whitstable. 

Kent Street will be closed at the junction with Forge Lane. 
The closure is planned to commence from 18 November 
2013 for up to 2 days. Due to the nature of the works, 
it will not be possible to re-open the road outside the 
working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 


PUDDLEDOCK LANE WILMINGTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of UK Power Networks request to lay HV 
Cable, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Puddledock Lane 
Wilmington, on or after 2nd December 2013 for up to 10 
days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside the Ship Public House. 
There will be no access for through traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via B258, Top Dartford Road , 
Barn End Lane,High Street, Broad Lane, Rowhill Road 
and vice versa 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(VARIOUS ROADS, DARTFORD) (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) 
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO. 16) ORDER 2013 

NOTICE is hereby given that THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
has made the above named Order under Sections 1, 2, 

4, and 124 and Part IV of Schedule 9 to the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act of 1984: 
The effect of the Order is to introduce, amend and 
revoke regulations. These apply as follows:- 
In the borough of Dartford 


Install / Amend: 
‘No waiting 
at anytime’ 
regulations 

Waid Close at the junction with 

Colney Road, Dartford. 

Tredegar Road at the junction with 
Wilmington Court Road, Wilmington. 
Tredegar Road at the junction with 
Manor Close, Wilmington. 

Trinity Gardens at the junction with 
Summerhill Road and along Trinity 
Gardens itself to its northern extent. 

Prior Hill Dartford, opposite house 
numbers 63,65 & 67. 

Farnol Road at its junctions with 
Littlebrook Manor Way & Henderson 
Drive 

Denton Road at its junction with 
Rochester Way and on both sides of 
Rochester Way in a westerly direction 
fora distance of 195m. 

Install: 

‘School 

Keep Clear’ 
regulations 

Waid Close, Dartford. 

Revoke: 

‘No waiting 
at anytime’ 
regulations 

Hilltop Gardens, Dartford 

Revoke: 

‘School 

Keep Clear’ 
regulations 

Eynsford Road, Greenhithe 


Full details are contained in the draft Order which, 
together with the relevant plan, any Orders amended by 
the proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing 
to make the Order may be examined during normal 
office hours Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, 
Sessions House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX and at 
Ashford Highway Depot, Henwood Industrial Estate, 4 
Javelin Way, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD. 

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed 
Orderyou should send the grounds in writing to Paul 
Thrower, Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to paul.thrower@kent. 
gov.uk, quoting the title of the Order by noon on 9th 
December 2013. 

John Burr, Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council, Sessions House, Maidstone, Kent. 
Any person wishing to question the validity of the 
Order or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act orthat any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Orderwas made make application 
to the High Court for this purpose. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


CHILTON FIELD, ASH (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

For the safety of the workforce and public during works 

to install a new sewer connection, Kent County Council 

has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit waiting on 

part of Chilton Field, Ash. 

This affects both sides of Chilton Field, from the junction 
with Queens Road to opposite the west side of the 
junction with Becket Close, including the layby on the 
north side of Chilton Field. 


_ 


Access will remain from the junction with Harwich 
Street. The alternative route for through traffic is via 
Saddleton Road, Essex Street and Harwich Street. 
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Waiting will be prohibited at all times, to the extent 
indicated by signage and No Waiting cones on site. 

This restriction is planned to commence from 18 
November 2013 for up to 5 days, or until the works have 
been completed. 


RAMSGATE ROAD, SANDWICH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER DECEMBER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of toll bridge maintenance works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 

through traffic on part of Ramsgate Road, Sandwich. 

Ramsgate Road will be closed in the vicinity of the toll 

bridge. 

The closure is planned to commence on Thursday 5 
December 2013 for up to 1 night, from 23:00 hours 
through until 05:00 hours. 

The alternative route is via Ramsgate Road, Monks Way, 
A256 Sandwich Bypass, Deal Road, Dover Road, New 
Street, Cattle Market and Moat Sole (plus Harnet Street, 
Strand Street, High Street, The Chain and Galliard Street 
in reverse). 


THE MARINA, DEAL (PROHIBITION OF WAITING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

For the safety of the public and workforce whilst lorries 

are loaded to remove beach material, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 

waiting on part of The Marina, Deal. 

Waiting will prohibited at any time on both sides of 
The Marina, from the junction with Godwyn Road 
southwards to the southern boundary of number 69 The 
Marina, at the following times 
Mondays to Fridays from 08:30 hours to 16:30 hours 
each day 

Saturdays from 08:30 hours to 12:30 hours 
These restrictions take effect from Monday 2 December 
2013 for an estimated period of up to 3 months, or until 
the works have been completed. 

The restrictions apply as and when the relevant No 
Waiting signs, yellow lines and / or No Waiting cones 
are in place 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESHAM AREA 


SPRINGHEAD ROAD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
(Environmental 7.51 Weight Restriction Suspension) 
Because of Pavement investigation works by a third 
party, Kent County Council has made an Order for 
the suspension of the current weight restriction in 
Springhead Road from Thames Way to Hall Road 
Roundabout The restriction will be on or after 18th 
November 2013 for up to 7 nights or until the works 
have been completed in accordance with the following 
Schedule 

From 18th November 2013 to 24th November 2013 from 
20:oohrs to o6:oohrs 

The order has been made to facilitate works being 
undertaken on the A2 coast bound Pepper Hill off slip, 
under a road closure, by The Highways Agency. 

The temporary order will apply when the relevant 
signage has been obscured 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


A20 ASHFORD ROAD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of maintenance works to the railway bridge, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on A20 Ashford Road, on 

or after 2 December 2013 for up to 7 working nights 

between 2i.oohrs and 05.30hrs or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed from Square Hill Road to 
Huntsman Lane. 

The alternative route is via A249 Andrew Broughton 
Way/Albion Place/Sittingbourne Road/Bearsted Road, 
New Cut Road and A20 Ashford Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


BUNKERS HILL, ASH CUM RIDLEY, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Bunkers Hill, Ash Cum Ridley, Sevenoaks, on 
or after 2nd December 2013 for up to 1 day or until the 
works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from New Street to Rectory Road 
and there will be no access for through traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via: New Street, Street Road, 
Rectory Road and vice versa. 


RAYS HILL, HORTON KIRBY, SEVENOAKS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a new water supply, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Rays Hill, 

Horton Kirby, Sevenoaks, on or after 23rd November 

2013 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed outside Pippins and there will be 
no access for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: The Street, Lombard Street. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


A251 ASHFORD ROAD, FAVERSHAM & BADDLESMERE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 
County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on sections of A251 Ashford 
Road, Faversham and A251 Ashford Road, Baddlesmere. 
Overnight closures of A251 Ashford Road are planned to 
commence from 18 November 2013, as detailed below. 
A 251 ASHFORD ROAD, FAVERSHAM - closed between 
M2 Motorway Junction 6 (Westbound Slip Roads) and 
the junction with Salters Lane 
18 8125 November 2013 - 20:00 hours through until 
05:00 hours 

A 251 ASHFORD ROAD, BADDLESMERE - closed between 
the junctions with Leaveland Belles Forstal and 
Baddlesmere Lees 

19-22 8125 November 2013 - 19:00 hours through until 
05:00 hours 

The diversion route for all through traffic is via A2 
Canterbury Road, London Road, Boughton Bypass, 
Harbledown Bypass, A2050 / A290 Rheims Way, A28 
Wincheap, Thanington Road, Ashford Road, Canterbury 
Road, A252 Canterbury Road, A251 Faversham Road and 
Ashford Road 

These works are weather dependent, and if adverse 
conditions prevent them going ahead on the planned 
dates shown above, revised dates will be notified and 
signposted on site. 


DEERTON STREET, TEYNHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow the safe use of a mobile crane to replace a 
transformer at a railway substation, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Deerton Street, Teynham. 

A closure is planned to go ahead on Sunday 8 December 
2013 from 00:30 hours through until Monday 9 
December at 04:00 hours. 

The works are weather dependent, and if they cannot go 
ahead on this date, they will be re-scheduled to the first 
suitable date of either Sunday 29 December 2013 or 5 
January 2014, at the same times. 

Deerton Street will be closed for a distance of up to 30 
metres either side of the railway bridge. 

The alternative route is via Lower Road, Conyer Road, 
Teynham Street, Marsh Lane (Marsh Road) and Deerton 
Street. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 0300 333 5539 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS 


GROVE PLACE, FAVERSHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow a detailed inspection of the railway bridge to 

be carried out, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 

Grove Place, Faversham. 

Grove Place will be closed in the vicinity of the railway 
bridge. 

The closure is planned for Monday 2 December from 
22:00 hours through until 06:00 hours. 

The alternative route is via A2 Ospringe Street, B2040 
Ospringe Road, Lower Road, Wallers Road and Grove 
Place. 


OTTERHAM QUAY LANE, UPCHURCH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow drainage and carriageway works to be safely 
carried out, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
Otterham Quay Lane, Upchurch. 

Otterham Quay Lane will be closed from the junction with 
Wallbridge Lane to the entrance to the caravan park. 

The closure is planned to commence from 2 December 
2013 for up to 3 weeks or until the works have been 
completed. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside normal working hours. 

The alternative route is via Otterham Quay Lane, A2 
Moor Street, London Road, Oak Lane and Wallbridge Lane 


SCOCLES ROAD, MINSTER-ON-SEA 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to lay a new high voltage cable, Kent 
County Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Scocles Road, Minster-on-Sea. 
Scocles Road will be closed in 2 phases, initially to the 
north, then to the south of the junction with Elm Lane, 
with access from either direction up to where the road is 
closed, but no through access. 

The closure is planned to commence from Monday 18 
November 2013 for up to 3 weeks. Due to the nature of 
the works, it will not be possible to re-open the road 
outside the working hours. 

The alternative routes are 

A2500 Lower Road, Barton Hill Drive, B2008 Minster 
Road, Back Lane and High Street, or 
A2500 Lower Road, Forty Acres Hill, B2008 Eastchurch 
Road, Chequers Road, Chapel Street and Back Lane 
(plus High Street in reverse) 


through traffic on The Street, Borden. 

The Street will be closed in phases from the junction 
with Coppins Lane working towards Wises Lane / Pond 
Farm Road. 

Closures are planned to commence from 18 November 
2013 with an estimated completion mid-January 2014. 
Access will remain from either direction up to where the 
road is closed, but there will be no through access. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via Pond Farm 
Road, Sutton Baron Road, Wrens Road, Hearts Delight 
and Bannister Hill. 

The various side roads joining The Street will be kept 
open as the works progress. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours, but the 
road will be re-opened over the Christmas period. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


B2052 NORTH FORELAND ROAD, BROADSTAIRS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow safe access to the carriageway for phone cable 
repairs, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of B2052 
North Foreland Road, Broadstairs. 

North Foreland Road will be closed between the 
junctions with Foreland Heights and North Foreland 
Avenue. 

The closure is planned for Wednesday 4 December 2013 
for up to 1 day, between 09:30 hours and 15:30 hours. 
The alternative route is via Lanthorne Road, Callis Court 
Road, Elmwood Avenue and North Foreland Hill. 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT, 1984 

(TRAFFIC CALMING - ST. LUKE’S AVENUE, RAMSGATE) 

Notice is hereby given that Kent County Council, as local 
traffic authority, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police, proposes to install a system of Traffic 
Calming (cushions) under Section 92 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, and of all their enabling powers, 
as follows: 

ST. LUKE’S AVENUE, RAMSGATE-from its junction with 
Margate Road to the junction with Dumpton Park Road. 

Dated 17 th November 2013 

Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager 
Kent County Council Highways 
Full details of the proposal, togetherwith the relevant 
plans, and any other information may be examined 
on Mondays to Fridays at Kent Highways and 
Transportation, Javelin Way 

Ashford, TN24 8AD, between 8.30am and 5.00pm. If you 
wish to object, or support the proposed scheme, please 
contact Kent Highways and Transportation by Monday 
16 th December 2013 . Scheme ref: 13-MHF-TH-12. 


THE STREET, BORDEN (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT, 1984 
(PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLAND - 
WELLINGTON CRESCENT, RAMSGATE) 


: 


Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 


Notice is hereby given that Kent County Council, as local 
traffic authority, and after consultation with the chief 


officer of police, proposes to establish a crossing (refuge 
island) for pedestrians under Section 23 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all their enabling 
powers, as follows: 

WELLINGTON CRESCENT, RAMSGATE-0utside Homefleet 
House, south of Marina Road. 

Dated 17 th November 2013 

Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager 
Kent County Council Highways 
Full details of the proposal, togetherwith the relevant 
plans, and any other information may be examined 
on Mondays to Fridays at Kent Highways and 
Transportation, Javelin Way 

Ashford, TN24 8AD, between 8.30am and 5.00pm. If you 
wish to object, or support the proposed scheme, please 
contact Kent Highways by Monday 16 th December 2013 . 
Scheme ref: 13-MHF-TH-08 


HAWLEY STREET, MARGATE 
PROPOSED NEW ZEBRA CROSSING 

Notice is hereby given that Kent County Council 
in accordance with Section 23 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 and Section 90A of the Highways 
Act 1980 proposes to implement a zebra crossing at the 
following location: 

Hawley Road, Margate - Between New Street and 
Lombard Street 

Full details of the proposal may be inspected during 
normal office hours at Kent County Council Ashford 
Depot, Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, 
Kent, TN24 8AD, and can also be viewed at www.kent. 
gov.uk. 

Any objections or representations must be made in 
writing, stating your reasons, to Traffic Schemes Team 
(Thanet), Kent County Council Ashford Depot, Javelin 
Way, Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, Kent, TN24 
8AD, or to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk no later than 9 
December 2013 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE 
& MALLING AREA 


BANK LANE, HILDENBOROUGH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a new water connection, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

BankLane, Hildenborough, on orafter4 December2013 

for up to 5 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed between B245 London Road and 

Oakhurst Farm. 

The alternative route is via B245 London Road, Mill Lane 
and Bank Lane. 


ROCK ROAD, BOROUGH GREEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement, Kent County Council 

intends to made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Rock Road, Borough Green, on or after 2 December 

2013 for up to 10 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed from number 7 to Quarry Hill 
Road. 

The alternative route is via Quarry Hill Road and A25 
Sevenoaks Road. 


SNODLAND ROAD, BIRLING (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because a new gas service is to be installed, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Snodland Road, Birling, on or after 2 

December 2013 for up to 5 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed outside 251 Manor Cottage. 

The alternative route is via Stangate Road, Paddlesworth 
Road, St Benedict Road and Snodland Road. 


WILLOW WENTS, MEREWORTH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of drainage repairs, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Willow Wents, Mereworth, on or after 2 December 2013 
for up to 1 week or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed between numbers 125 and 135. 
The alternative route is via Butcher’s Lane, The Street 
and B2016 Seven Mile Lane. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 141 XQ Dated 17 th October 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 0300 333 5539 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Sport 

Tredders has 
unfinished 
business as 
Kent skipper 

His captaincy lasted six days short of a year but England 
man James Tredwell tells Greg Miles the dream is not over 


T he quandary over serv¬ 
ing club and country in 
equal measure proved 
too much for departed 
Kent skipper James 
Tredwell, but he feels he 
has unfinished business in the role as 
leader of his home county. 

It was a year ago on Tuesday that 
the 31-year-old sat next to Rob Key as 
he was announced as his replacement, 
and as they sat side by side again on 
Wednesday for the re-switching of 
their positions there was plenty of 
frustration from the spinner at how 
his desire to further his England ca¬ 
reer had hindered his captaincy. 

There is no denying that it was a 
disappointing year for Kent, with 
Tredwell missing much of the season 
with England commitments, mean¬ 
ing he did not have as much input as 
he would have liked. 

He was away pre-season while 
putting himself firmly in the minds of 
England selectors with impressive 
performances in India and then 
played in the Champions Trophy and 


the one-day international series 
against Australia in September, 
which kept him away from affairs at 
The Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence. 

His form for the county suffered as 
a consequence as he had to wait until 
the middle of July to take his first 
County Championship wicket, by 
which time he was beginning to have 
doubts about the future. 

“There is a feeling that the job is 
unfinished, really,” he said. “You take 
on the role with ambitions of where 
you want it to go and having an im¬ 
pact on the group. 

“The decision came down to what 
was right for the group. I felt we need¬ 
ed a leader there more often than not 
and I’m hopefully not going to be 
around. 

“I like to think I’ve got aspirations 
to lead the group again at some stage. 
If an opening arises and I’m still 
around and I’m asked to do the role I 
will do the role. 

“But equally if I’m not around I’m 
still in the same position. 

“I don’t want to be in a similar situ¬ 


ation to this year. I want to be around 
the lads as much as possible.” 

His starring role on the tour to In¬ 
dia in January paved the way for his 
inclusion with England later in the 
year. But it meant Tredwell, who took 
17 CC wickets last season, missed 
crucial preparation time for the sea¬ 
son ahead, which sowed the seeds for 
his struggle with leading the group. 

“Being away most of the summer 
and post-Christmas, it was difficult to 
plan and make decisions,” he said. 

“I knew it was going to be hard 
work. Rob [Key] told me all about it 
and made me aware of what to ex¬ 
pect. 

“From October to December I was 
thoroughly looking forward to it, but 
it dramatically changed after that. It 
became difficult to make decisions 
from afar. 

“Once you’re immersed in the job 
you just get on with it. That side of it, 
the day-to-day running of the team, 
chatting to [coach] Jimmy [Adams] 
about going forward, I thoroughly 
enjoyed it. 




Northeast ready to step up as new right-hand 
man but is undecided about future captaincy 


NORTHEAST: New vice-captain 
70 Week ending November 17,2013 


SAM Northeast has edged to within 
one step of leading Kent, but he insists 
he is yet to make his mind up whether 
captaincy is right for him. 

The 24-year-old was appointed 
new captain Rob Key’s right-hand 
man this week following James Tred- 
well’s decision to step down. 

He replaces Geraint Jones as vice¬ 
captain and starts on a path that has 
long been predicted for the young 
star, who passed the 4,000 First Class 
runs mark at the end of the season. 

He will be using the experience to 


see whether leadership is what he 
wants, rather than simply making a 
beeline for the captaincy. 

“It gives me the opportinity to find 
out if captaincy is my thing for the 
future. If people want me to do it and 
to learn off Keysey, that’s my stance 
for this year,” he said. 

Northeast captained Kent against 
South Africa last year and against 
New Zealand in the summer before 
signing a new two-year deal with the 
club amid interest from Hampshire. 

“The contract was completely sep- 
KMI 


arate and that was about me wantng 
the club to progress,” he said. 

“We sat down and discussed it and 
it was clear that I wanted to stay for 
two years. There was nothing about 
the vice-captaincy then. It’s new and 
exciting. 

“As soon as Keysey was announced 
he said he would like me to do it. I 
only found out about 10 days ago. 

“You don’t really know how you’re 
going to cope until you do it. 

“This will be a really good learning 
step and we can progress and get the 


team to somewhere we are happy.” 

He does not think his new role will 
distract him from scoring runs. 

“Keysey is the main man and my 
main role is to help him with that and 
for me to be able to score my runs,” he 
said. 

“I will be concentrating on that 
hugely. Hopefully it helps me and 
kicks me on. I don’t see it as a hind¬ 
rance in any way. 

“My personal ambitions are to 
score as many runs and knock on the 
England Lions door.” 
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Key happy 
to step back 
into the fold 

ROB Key takes over the Kent captaincy feeling 
refreshed after a year out of the job. 

The 34-year-old held the post for seven years until 
stepping aside 12 months ago, having had enough of 
it. But being able to take a back seat in the ranks has 
given him a fresh perspective on things. 

And he was happy to take up the mantle once again 
as long as others feel he is the right choice. 

He admitted he never thought the opportunity 
would come his way again: ‘ 'I didn’t really think about 
it. I didn’t think I was going to do it again. There were 
times when you miss it and times when you don’t. 

“Having been captain for seven years I tried to take 
a back seat this year - it was intersting. You get more 
understanding of what a captain is going through. 

“You have much more sympathy and empathy for a 
captain in that position. When I was younger I was 
probably a nightmare for people like Dave Fulton. 

“When you give it up you don’t expect it back. It’s a 
pretty extraordinary circumstance. There were 
points where I thought I’d like to do it again and times 
when I was glad I wasn’t captain.” 

He also has plenty of sympathy for his predecessor 
James Tredwell, having spent time away with England 
during his previous captaincy. 

“You want to be in control, you’re the guy who’s 
going to get the flack if you’re doing good or bad,” he 
said. 

‘ ’I had it at periods when I was on A tours or the odd 
England game - there’s nothing you can do. It’s a hard 
position if you’re not around.” 

He said it became clear towards the end of the 
season what may happen in the future with regards to 
the role. 

‘ ’I understood probably towards the back end of the 
summer the dilemma he [Tredwell] was going 
through,” he said. “He missed pre-season, which is 
the time you do all your preparation and facilitate 
what you’re going to come up with. 

“It becomes hard to stamp your influence if you’re 
away. We saw from speaking to him and seeing a few 
things he was saying that he was weighing up his 
options.” 



REFRESHED : Rob Key raring to go as captain again 

The captaincy is not about personal acheivement 
for Key but doing what is right for the county. 

“I never did it years ago for my own ego or to be 
known,” he said. ‘ ‘I felt I was the right person and the 
players felt I was the right person. 

“It all depends whether the players want you to do 
it. If you’ve not got the respect of the players you’ve 
got no chance from the start. If the majority of them 
want you to do it, that’s a big step. 

“As a captain it’s a chance to evolve things again, 
it’s not the chance everyone has the opportunity to do. 

‘ ’I enjoyed not being a captain. You need a break 
and learn to enjoy the game again. 

‘ 'I came to the conclusion that I had missed 
something. I missed it at times. It’s a challenge. I feel 
slightly refreshed, I suppose. My game feels in a 
better place than it has for a while. I’m looking 
forward to it.” 


If pre-season had 
gone differently and I 
had been around to put 
things in place and 
everybody was on the 
same page it could have 
been different fV 


James Tredwell, 

Former Kent captain 

“But there were times I got to think 
about it was when I was away, when 
we had a fair bit of rain, and you sit in 
your hotel room and think about it.” 

Being away meant responsibility 
for the group rested on the shoulders 
of vice-captain Geraint Jones, which 
Tredwell felt added unnecessary 
pressure to the team, who won just 
three County Championship games 
all season and struggled in the T20. 

“It was tough for me to make deci¬ 
sions with not being here. You have 
dialogue and make decisions on other 
people’s advice” he said. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


“That’s not fair on the people in¬ 
volved. You’re putting people under 
more pressure than they need to be. 

“If pre-season had gone differently 
and I had been around to put things 
in place and everybody was on the 
same page it could have been differ¬ 
ent. We ended up going into the sea¬ 
son without putting things in place 
and I didn’t want that to be the same 
again this year. 

“I could have been selfish and car¬ 
ried on - it’s a highly prestigious role. 
I’m annoyed to give it away.” 

Tredwell revealed that he sought 
advice from the England camp about 
his decision while away. 

“When I was away with England in 
the Aussie series, that was a real time 
when it was on my mind,” he said. 

“I spoke to the people there, family 
and friends and people around the 
group. There was a lot of brain- 
racking in that period, but ultimately 
it was my decision, really.” 

The appointment of a captain at Kent 
is made annually by committee and 
afterwards the situation is discussed 
with the current captain, as it was 
this time around with Tredwell and 
Kent chairman of cricket Graham 
Johnson. 

After Tredwell decided to stand aside, 


the wheels were set in motion for talks 
about his replacement, with Key prov¬ 
ing to be the answer. 

“When I asked him [Tredwell] 
about it he thought carefully and 
came back to say for two reasons he 
doesn’t want to be considered - they 
are positive ones,” said Johnson. 

“One, because of his involvement 
with team England we would not see 
him very much until June should he 
be involved in all the ODIs next year. 

“Of course he wants to pursue his 
international career and he wants to 
give that a full chance, which was 
number two. 

“In Rob, clearly we have someone 
with all the attributes required of a 
captain who has shown a great com¬ 
mitment to the county over a great 
number of years, and a player who 
has progressed through the Kent sys¬ 
tem. 

“Having had a season off from 
what is a demanding role, he shows a 
renewed desire for the role and an 
appreciation of what it will take to 
develop Kent’s on-field performance. 

“Our objectives remain the same. 
The challenge is to achieve the higher 
level of performance delivery to 
which the players and those follow¬ 
ing Kent aspire.” 
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Gills FA Cup clash set for TV 
and Taylor gets the top job 


PETER Taylor has been appointed Gillingham boss 
on a full-time basis. 

The 60-year-old took up the reins as interim 
manager in mid-October following Martin Allen’s 
sacking after the poor start to the season. 

Of the five games he has been in charge of before 
this weekend’s trip to Sheffield United he won 
twice, lost twice and drew against non-league 
Brackley Town in the first round of the FA Cup last 
weekend. 

The replay of that game will be shown live on BT 
Sport in a 7.45pm kick-off on Monday. It had been 
scheduled to take place on Tuesday but has been 
brought back 24 hours to accomodate the TV 
cameras at St James Park. 

Should the Gills get through, they will be up 
against Conference Premier side Macclesfield 
Town, who saw off Swindon Town 4-0. 



STAYING PUT: Taylor 



HAPPY: Dover boss Chris Kinnear 

Dover set for 
big away day 
at MK Dons 

DOVER Athletic have been handed 
an away tie at MK Dons in the 
second round of the FA Cup. 

Chris Kinnear’s side overcame 
Corby Town to book a date with the 
League One team. 

Striker Nathan Elder gave the 
Whites the lead after the break 
before the manager’s son of the same 
name headed in the all-important 
second to seal the game. Corby 
pulled one back, but it was too little 
too late. 

Kent’s remaining Conference 
Premier team, Welling United, saw 
off Luton Town 2-1. They will play at 
either Plymouth Argyle or Lincoln 
City, who drew 0-0 in their tie. 

Dartford were unable to make it a 
third Kent non-league side in the 
second-round draw, losing 4-2 at 
Salisbury City. 


Gills sign ex-Hull 
City striker Fagan 

GILLINGHAM have signed free 
agent Craig Fagan on a deal until 
January 

The 30-year-old, who can play up 
front or on the wing, worked with 
Gills boss Peter Taylor at Hull City 
earlier in his career. 

He had spells in the Premier 
League with the Tigers and Derby 
County and was recently with Bury. 

Driscoll named 
world champion 

CHATHAM-BORN Kat Driscoll has 
been crowned a world champion. 

Driscoll took the top honour in the 
synchronised trampoline event at 
last weekend’s World Trampoline 
Championships in Bulgaria. 

The 27-year-old, who competed at 
the London Olympics last year, also 
bagged a gold medal in the team 
event. 

Miller heads back 
to Hy the on loan 

GILLINGHAM youngster Ashley 
Miller has left the club on loan for a 
second spell at Hythe Town. 

The 19-year-old played eight 
games for the Ryman One South 
side last year, scoring twice. 

He made his debut for the Gills as 
a 16-year-old in 2010 and netted on 
his second start in March 2012 in a 
4-3 defeat to Crewe. 


Conway continues good form in China 


MIKE Conway claimed his third win 
of the season in the penultimate race 
of the World Endurance 
Championship. 

The Sevenoaks driver started on 


pole and hung on for the win despite 
a crash mid-race in Shanghai. 

He and his team-mates John 
Martin and Roman Rusinov are now 
fourth in the standings. 


Keep up to date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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LASERS & AESTHETICS 

Get 

Party 

Ready! 


beautonics.com 



Vampire Facelift 


Laser Lipo Light 



Pelleve Wrinkle Reduction 



Rejuvenate skin! 

No Toxins Just Plasma 
Instant results 
Face, Neck, Hands 


Little Black Dress! 

Proven Results 
Quick Treatment 
Lose Inches FAST 


Banish tired looking eyes! 

Instant results 
Clinically Proven 
Nol Treatment USA 



Book NOW Tel 



:01634 



Dazzling Smile! 

Instant results 
Lasts years 
Take minutes 



Also available: Laser Tattoo Removal ■ Laser Hair Removal - Fungal Nail ■ Warts/Verrucas ■ Skin Tags ■ Stretch Marks ■ Spider/Thread Veins ■ Active Acne 
Acne Scars - Pigmentation - Sun Damage - Age Spots - Open Pores - Black Heads - Laser Skin Resurfacing - Skin Tightening - Cellulite - Hair Loss 
Snoring Reduction - Loose Skin - Dermal Fillers - Lip Enhancement - Laser Skin Whitening - Lipo Fat Freeze - Carbon Blast Facial - Naso Lines - Wrinkles 
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